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ENGLISH TEST 1

I. In about 40-45 words answer the question: Do you like learning English? Why/why not. (15 pontos) Open answer.

A. Find evidence in the text for the following: (5 X 5 = 25 pontos)
1. Mandarin is not so important as English, although it is spoken by more people. English is not the most widely spoken language (…), it is the world's most prominent language. (…) a larger number of people speak Mandarin, that language is largely confined to China.
2. Being able to speak English well may influence your living standard. The ability to learn English will determine who will increase their living standards, and who will remain in poverty.
3. If the Internet had been invented in the Eastern world maybe the English language wouldn’t have spread around the world the way it did. Because the Internet was invented in the West, English was inherently built into it.
4. Today’s workers are required totally different attitudes from the ones asked to their fellow workers of the past. Learning how to speak English can allow you to travel to a Western country, work there for a few months, make more money than you would make at home, and then bring the money back home to your family.
5. The more English you know, the more job opportunities you will have. When you learn how to speak English, the opportunities are limitless.
B. Complete the following sentences according to the information given in the text: (6 X 5 = 30 pontos) Open answer, as long as it fits the content of the text.

1. The world's most prominent language…
2. Business, education, world news, and communication…

3. Internet has proved…

4. Online Universities have shown…

5. Outsourcing is…

6. English can be a passport…

C. What do these words refer to in the text (the words are written in blue). (5 X 3 = 15 pontos)

1. It (line 6) English
2. these (line 16) tool
3. them (line 31) skills
4. they (line 34) companies
5. which (line 44) factors
D. Answer the questions on the text.

1. What is the purpose of the text? To emphasize the importance of learning English for a professional purpose.

2. Why does Alexandre Vieira compare Mandarin and English? Because Mandarin is also spoken by many people, although most of its speakers live in the same place.
3. How can Internet be useful in the process of learning English? Because of “powerful tools” such as Internet.

4. Why are outsourcing and the ability of speaking English linked? Because if you have to leave your country to work in another one and you don’t speak the language, you’ll need to be understood by speaking English.

III. Grammar – Modal verbs (5 X 3 = 15)
Insert a Modal Verb into the gaps according to the function in brackets.

1. may/might/can
2. shall
3. can’t/mustn’t
4. may
5. should/could
ENGLISH TEST 2

A.1. Find evidence in the text for the following: (You must mention the lines.)

a. The internet appeared in the nineties.
“Twenty years ago, kids in school had never even heard of the internet.” (ll. 1/2)

b. The internet has a lot of functions.
“The internet is a vast (…) with friends and family.” (ll. 9/10)
c. People have to pay much attention when using the internet.
“But since (…) a little common sense.” (ll. 13/14)

d. Online communication is not always trustworthy.
“But what if (…) your name! And just (…) to you!” (ll. 18/25)

A.2. Answer the questions below using your own words.

a. What can students use the Internet for? Open answer

b. How is information accessed on the internet? Open answer

c. Why should one not trust everything one finds on the internet? Open answer

A.3. Find synonyms for the following words in paragraph three.

a. enormous giant

b. reasoning judgement

c. places sticks

d. mainly especially

e. investigation research

A.4. What do the following words refer to in the text?

a. who (l. 3) (single) person

b. it (l. 9) the internet

c. their (l. 11) companies, organizations and individuals’

d. they (l. 17) people (who post information on the net)

B. Rewrite the sentences using modal verbs and without changing their meanings.

a. Experts advise Internet users to be careful when surfing the net.
Internet users should be careful when surfing the net.
b. People are obliged to follow some rules when they access FACEBOOK.
People must follow some rules when they access Facebook.
c. Twenty years ago people weren’t able to surf the net.
Twenty years ago people couldn’t surf the net.
d. People are not allowed to take computers to planes.
People may not/can’t take computers to planes.
e. Disobedient teens are sometimes forbidden to use their computers.
Disobedient teens mustn’t use their computers sometimes.
ENGLISH TEST 3

A.1. Are the statements below true (T) or false (F)?
Justify the True ones and correct the False ones by quoting from the text. (Only both parts correct are valid)
	
	T
	F

	a. Professor Hawking gave this interview to a radio station.
	
	X

	b. The human race will disappear due to a self created “disease”.
	X
	

	c. The only way to escape human destruction is to travel into space.
	X
	

	d. He considers the events of September, 11, to be the worst threat to human race.
	
	X


Justifications and/or corrections. (You must mention the lines.)
a. “Professor Stephen Hawking has told the Daily Telegraph…” (ll. 1/2)
b. “The danger is that either by accident or design, we create a virus that destroys us…” (ll. 4/5)
c. “I don’t think that the human race will survive the next thousand years, unless we spread into space.” (ll. 8/9)
d. “Although 11 September was horrible, it didn’t threaten the survival of the human race, like nuclear weapons do.” (ll. 17/18)
A.2. Answer the questions below using your own words.

a. What does Professor Hawking say about the future of human race? Open answer

b. Why does he consider genetic engineering the most powerful weapon in the world? Open answer

A.3. Find synonyms for the following words in paragraph three.

a. notorious renowned

b. worries fears

c. atrocious horrible

d. resources facilities

e. tiny small

A.4. What do the following words refer to in the text?

a. its (l. 4) human race’s

b. who (l. 11) Professor Hawking

c. He (l. 14) Professor Hawking

d. they (l. 23) people (who colonise space)

B. Rewrite the sentences beginning as suggested and without changing their meanings.

a. The astronauts are expected to arrive at the orbital outpost on Friday.
People expect astronauts to arrive at the orbital outpost on Friday.
b. The space tourist paid $ 2 million for the travel to the space station.
$ 2 million were paid by the space tourist to travel to the space station.
c. Gregory Olsen, a scientist, became the third space tourist because he worked for a company which wanted to test their products.
If Gregory Olsen, a scientist, hadn’t worked for a company which wanted to test their products, he wouldn’t have become the third space tourist. / If Gregory Olsen, a scientist, didn’t work for a company that wanted to test their products, he wouldn’t become the third space tourist.
d. Professor Hawking fears potential Earth threats so he believes space must be colonised.
If Professor Hawking didn’t fear potential Earth threats, he wouldn’t believe space must (had to) be colonized.
e. Governments offer scientists massive facilities for space study.
Scientists are offered massive facilities for space study.
f. Science is hugely advanced. Probably we may colonise space.
If science is hugely advanced, we may (will) colonise space. / If science weren’t hugely advanced, we might not (wouldn’t) colonise space.
ENGLISH TEST 4

A.1. Are the statements below true (T) or false (F)?
Justify the true ones and correct the false ones by quoting from the text. (Only both parts correct are valid.)
	
	T
	F

	a. People know that cars are very useful so they approve the construction of new roads.
	
	X

	b. People don’t realise how much cars have changed our lives.
	X
	

	c. Cars have changed our lives more than trains.
	X
	

	d. It was quite predictable how successful the car would become.
	
	X


Justifications and/or corrections. (You must mention the lines.)
a. “We derive incalculable benefit from driving or being driven in the blasted things but yet we refuse to contemplate the destruction of our favourite landscape to build more roads in order that we can drive a bit more easily.” (ll. 5/7)
b. “We rarely stop to think of the way the car has changed our lives.” (ll. 8/9)
c. “The liberation brought about by the car was even wider. No technological innovation in history has been more loved by humanity or has more radically changed the way the world looks, behaves and operates.” (ll. 14/16)
d. “Curiously, it is usually forgotten how improbable the success of the car was to begin with.” (ll. 20/21)
A.2. Answer the questions below using your own words.

a. According to the text, how do people show their contradictory feelings about cars? Open answer

b. Why was driving so difficult in the early days of the car? Open answer

A.3. Find synonyms for the following words in paragraph four.

a. deficiency lack

b. prospect chance

c. past beyond

d. freedom liberation

e. acts behaves

A.4. What do the following words refer to in the text?

a. which (l. 3) conflicting feelings

b. them (l. 5) motor cars

c. they (l. 12) trains

d. their (l. 13) people’s

B. Rewrite the sentences beginning as suggested and without changing their meanings.

a. The car has made people’s lives easier.
People’s lives have been made easier by the car.
b. In spite of being very useful for everybody, cars also contribute to pollute the environment.
Although cars are very useful for everybody, they also contribute to pollute the environment.
c. Industry developed tremendously so many technological innovations were achieved.
If Industry hadn’t developed tremendously, many technological innovations wouldn’t have been achieved.
d. The railway offered many people a chance to discover the world.
Many people were offered a chance to discover the world (by the railway).
e. Although we like to drive our cars, we are aware of the destruction of landscapes.
In spite of liking to drive our cars, we are aware of the destruction of landscapes.
f. Our lives are totally dominated by cars.
Cars totally dominate our lives.
ENGLISH TEST 5

A.1. Choose the best option to complete the sentences:

1. In the future…

a. … schools will develop.

b. … schools will end.
c. … schools will set off.

2. Technology should help schools…

a. … to improve.
b. … to decline.

c. … to stay equal.

3. In Blacksburg schools…

a. … are nowhere.

b. … are good.

c. … are anywhere.

4. Technology will change…

a. … our learning process.
b. … our learning days.

c. … our learning notion.

A.2. Answer the questions below using your own words.

a. According to the author, what type of schools should be invented? Open answer

b. Why can both young and old people take part in school activities? Open answer

A.3. Find synonyms for the following words in paragraph two.

a. devise invent

b. associated linked

c. education learning

d. proficiency expertise

e. work out develop

A.4. What do the following words refer to in the text?

a. them (l. 4) schools

b. that (l. 5) school

c. their (l. 6) Corporations’

d. it (l. 9) (new) technology

B. Rewrite the sentences beginning as suggested and without changing their meanings.

a. Facebook groups are used to improve school results.
Students use Facebook groups to improve school results.

b. Technology offers us a wide range of possibilities.
We are offered a wide range of possibilities.

c. In the last century people were less lazy because technology wasn’t so developed.
If technology had been more developed in the last century, people wouldn’t have been less lazy (would have been lazier).

d. Although cars are very useful, they also contribute to pollute the environment.
In spite of being very useful, cars also contribute to pollute the environment.

e. Technology made the lives of people easier.
The lives of people were made easier by technology.

f. New technologies have made possible the cure for many diseases.
The cure for many diseases has been made possible by new technologies.

ENGLISH TEST 6

A.1. Choose the best option to complete the sentences.

1. Today’s teens are considered to be…

a. … unfortunate.

b. … favoured.
c. … immature.

2. Nowadays teen girls…

a. … have a lot of job choices.
b. … don’t have a lot of job choices.

c. … are giving up job choices.

3. A lot of teens consider that…

a. … they can’t bond with their parents.
b. … they can easily bond with their parents.

c. … they can’t live with their parents.

A.2. In no more than 45/50 words, answer the question on the short story Starlight.

1. Open answer (Students must refer to the short story.)
A.3. Complete according to the ideas in the text but using your words.

a. Open answer

b. Open answer

c. Open answer

A.4. Find synonyms for the following words in paragraph two.

a. calculate predict

b. expansion growth

c. top peak

d. continual sustained

e. protagonists roles

A.5. What do the following words refer to in the text?

a. They (l. 4) Jocks, Preps, Punks, Goths, Geeks

b. their (l. 11) teens’

c. that (l. 14) yearbook photos

d. it (l. 20) brutality

B.1. Rewrite the sentences without changing their meanings.

a. Society should offer young people rewarding jobs.
Young people should be offered rewarding jobs.

b. The majority of parents intend to give their kids a lot of attention in the future.
The majority of parents are going to give their kids a lot of attention in the future.

c. Teen, “Mum, do you think I am not able to take care of myself? Trust me, please!”
The teen asked his/her mum if she thought he/she wasn’t able to take care of himself/herself. He/She begged his/her mum to trust him/her.

d. Although teens have lots of good things they feel lonely and depressed nowadays.
In spite of having lots of good things, teens feel lonely and depressed nowadays.

B.2. Join the sentences using relatives. Punctuate if necessary and make contact clauses when possible.

a. It’s important for teens to collect new experiences. They will turn them into independent adults.
It’s important for teens to collect new experiences which will turn them into independent adults.

b. The teen was feeling very lonely. We saw her crying.
The teen we saw crying was feeling very lonely.
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