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I.

A. Read the text very carefully. 
Our love affair with the car

The town of Coventry recently celebrated the centenary of the motor car with a religious service where an 1897 Daimler was blessed. Outside the Cathedral an anti-demonstration against a new road bypass was taking place. Both events succeeded in reflecting the conflicting feelings which most of us have about motor cars.

We love them and we hate them. We derive incalculable benefit from driving or being driven in the blasted things but yet we refuse to contemplate the destruction of our favourite landscape to build more roads in order that we can drive a bit more easily. We say that other cars are dirty and dangerous but think little of the dirt and pollution from our own car. We rarely stop to think of the way the car has changed our lives.

The car has been a great instrument of liberation for the working classes, in the same vein as the train was in the mid-nineteenth century. The Duke of Wellington is reported to have spoken against trains saying they would make the working people lazy, restless and adventurous.

In spite of their lack of comfort, the railway offered many thousands of people their first chance to leave home and discover the world beyond their immediate horizons. The liberation brought about by the car was even wider. No technological innovation in history has been more loved by humanity or has more radically changed the way the world looks, behaves and operates.

If we look at a modern town, it is plain to see how totally the car dominates our lives. Without the car there wouldn’t be commuters, there wouldn’t be suburbs, there wouldn’t be such a gap between places where we work and places where we live, the city centres wouldn’t be so deserted after dark. Without the car we wouldn’t be who we are. Curiously, it is usually forgotten how improbable the success of the car was to begin with.

In the early years of this century, cars were expensive, unreliable and scary. In those days there were no petrol stations, no traffic lights, no road-maps, driving licenses or car parks, and no insurance policies.

So why did we take to the car so enthusiastically? I think it was the challenge, the wish to move, to go elsewhere, to get to know agreeable and interesting worlds previously closed to all but the very rich.

Bill Bryson, Made in America
A.1 Are the statements below true (T) or false (F)?

Justify the true ones and correct the false ones by quoting from the text. (Only both parts correct are valid.)
	
	T
	F

	a. People know that cars are very useful so they approve the construction of new roads.
	
	

	b. People don’t realise how much cars have changed our lives.
	
	

	c. Cars have changed our lives more than trains.
	
	

	d. It was quite predictable how successful the car would become.
	
	


Justifications and/or corrections (You must mention the lines.)

a. 


b. 


c. 


d. 


A.2 Answer the questions below using your own words.
a. According to the text, how do people show their contradictory feelings about cars?
b. Why was driving so difficult in the early days of the car?
A.3 Find synonyms for the following words in paragraph four.

a. deficiency
b. prospect
c. past
d. freedom
e. acts
A.4 What do the following words refer to in the text?

a. which (l. 3)
b. them (l. 5)
c. they (l. 12)
d. their (l. 13)
B Rewrite the sentences beginning as suggested and without changing their meanings.

a. The car has made people’s lives easier.
People’s lives

b. In spite of being very useful for everybody, cars also contribute to pollute the environment.
Although

c. Industry developed tremendously so many technological innovations were achieved.
If

d. The railway offered many people a chance to discover the world.
Many people

e. Although we like to drive our cars, we are aware of the destruction of landscapes.
In spite of

f. Our lives are totally dominated by cars.
Cars

II. 
Choose one of the topics below and write about 80/100 words on it. 
1. Comment on the cartoon.

2. Has technology contributed to a more human society or to an electronic one? Justify.
	COTAÇÕES

	I

	A.1:

A.2:

A.3:

A.4:

B:
	(4 X 5 pontos)

(2 X 10 pontos)

(5 X 6 pontos)

(4 X 5 pontos)

(6 X 10 pontos)
	20 pontos

20 pontos

30 pontos

20 pontos

60 pontos

	II

	1/2
	
	50 pontos

	
	
	TOTAL: 200 PONTOS


34
34




