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I. 
A. Read the text very carefully. 
The dark side of being a teen

The new teen wave is bigger, richer, better educated and healthier than any other in history. But there’s a dark side, and too many parents aren’t doing their job.

Jocks, Preps, Punks, Goths, Geeks. They may sit at separate tables in the cafeteria, but they all belong to the same generation. There are now 31 million kids in the 12-to-19 age group, and demographers predict that there will be 65 million teens by 2020, a population growth bigger than even the baby boom at its peak. In many ways, these teens are uniquely privileged. They’ve grown up in a period of sustained prosperity and haven’t had to worry about the draft (as their fathers did) or cataclysmic global conflicts (as their grandparents did). Cable and the Internet have given them access to an almost infinite amount of information. Most expect to go to college, and girls, in particular, have unprecedented opportunities; they can dream of careers in everything from professional sports to politics, with plenty of female roles to follow.

But this positive image of American adolescence is a little like yearbook photos that depict every kid as happy and blemish-free. It’s clear there’s another dimension to this picture, and it’s far more troubled. In survey after survey, many kids say they feel increasingly alone and alienated, unable to connect with their parents, teachers and sometimes even classmates. They’re desperate for guidance, and when they don’t get what they need at home or in school, they cling to cliques or immerse themselves in a universe out of their parents’ reach, a world defined by computer games, TV and movies, where brutality is so common it has become mundane.

Many teens say they feel overwhelmed by pressure and responsibilities. They are juggling part-time jobs and hours of homework every night; sometimes they’re so exhausted that they’re nearly asleep in earlymorning classes. Half have lived through their parents’ divorce. 63% are in households where both parents work outside the home, and many look after younger siblings in the afternoon. Still others are home by themselves after school. That unwelcomed solitude can extend well into the evenings: mealtime for this generation too often begins with an isolated touch of the microwave.

Barbara Kantrowitzand Pat Wingert, Newsweek (Adapted and abridged)
A.1 Choose the best option to complete the sentences.

1. Today’s teens are considered to be…
a. … unfortunate. 
b. … favoured. 
c. … immature. 
2. Nowadays teen girls…
a. … have a lot of job choices.
b. … don’t have a lot of job choices.
c. … are giving up job choices.
3. A lot of teens consider that…
a. … they can’t bond with their parents.
b. … they can easily bond with their parents.
c. … they can’t live with their parents.
A.2 In no more than 45/50 words, answer the question on the short story Starlight.
1. As the text says, teens feel crushed by pressure. Do you think the same feeling can be applied to Arthur Trent? Account for your answer.
A.3 Complete according to the ideas in the text but using your words.
1. Teens may belong to different tribes but they
2. Although teens have a lot of possibilities, they
3. Loneliness is
A.4 Find synonyms for the following words in paragraph two.
a. calculate
b. expansion
c. top
d. continual
e. protagonists
A.5 What do the following words refer to in the text?
a. They (l. 4)
b. their (l. 11)
c. that (l. 15)
d. it (l. 20)
B.1 Rewrite the sentences without changing their meanings.
a. Society should offer young people rewarding jobs.
Young people

b. The majority of parents intend to give their kids a lot of attention in the future.
The majority of parents

c. Teen, “Mum, do you think I am not able to take care of myself? Trust me, please!”
The teen asked

d. Although teens have lots of good things they feel lonely and depressed nowadays.
In spite of


B.2. Join the sentences using relatives. Punctuate if necessary and make contact clauses when possible.
a. It’s important for teens to collect new experiences. They will turn them into independent adults.
b. The teen was feeling very lonely. We saw her crying.
II. 
Choose one of the topics below and write about 80/100 words on it. 
(Not signaling your composition, implies its annulment.)
1. Comment on the cartoon.
2. Do you think Space Tourism can be a reality for everyone in the future? Justify.
3. How would you classify Arthur Trent’s behaviour in Starlight as far as moral values are concerned? Justify.
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