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[image: ]FILM: THE SOCIAL NETWORK

BEFORE WATCHING

1    Think about these questions.

a)  What do you know about Facebook?

b)  Do you know how this social network was created?

AFTER WATCHING

2    Complete the following plot of the film using the words from the box.


	invented
	visionaries
	Harvard
	group
	ownership
	friend

	computer
	realities
	global
	men
	version
	happened



Written by Columbia Pictures

On a fall night in 2003, Harvard undergrad and (a)                           programming genius Mark Zuckerberg sits down at his computer and heatedly begins working on a new idea. In a fury of blogging and programming, what begins in his dorm room soon becomes a (b)                           social network and a revolution in communication.
Every age has its (c)                           who leave, in the wake of their genius, a changed world-but rarely without a battle over exactly what (d)                           and who was there at the moment of creation. The Social network explores the moment when Facebook was (e)                           through the warring perspectives of the super-smart young (f)                           who each claimed to be there at its inception. the movie moves from the halls of (g)                           to the cubicles of Palo alto to capture the heady early days of a culture-changing phenomenon in the making – and the way it both pulled a (h)                           of young revolutionaries together and then split them apart. In the midst of the chaos are Mark Zuckerberg (Jesse Eisenberg), the brilliant Harvard student who conceived a web site; Eduardo Saverin (Andrew Garfield), once Zuckerberg’s close (i)                         , who provided the seed money for the fledgling company; Napster founder Sean Parker (Justin Timberlake), who brought Facebook to Silicon Valley’s venture capitalists; and the Winklevoss twins (Armie Hammer and Josh Pence), the Harvard classmates who asserted that Zuckerberg stole their idea and then sued him for (j)                           of it. Each has his own narrative, his own (k)                     of the Facebook story in this multi-level portrait of 21st Century success – both the youthful fantasy of it and its finite (l)                           as well.
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3    Answer the following questions.

a)  Now that you know the story of Facebook, what do you think about Mark and the creation of Facebook?









b)  Mark’s girlfriend, Erica, says “the Internet’s not written in pencil, Mark. It’s written in ink,” after reading the comments he blogged about her. Why is the typed word so powerful? Why is it tempting to abuse this online power?








c)  What positive things can social-networking sites achieve when used to their full potential?








d)  Some people say the film is not about Mark Zuckerberg or Facebook, but about relationships. What do you think? Justify your opinion.
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   Discuss in class.

a) What were your first impressions of The Social network when you watched it?

b)  Do you have an account on Facebook? If so, why? If not, why not?

c)  How does Facebook encourage you to define/redefine yourself? Does it help you to create your own identity?

d)  Why do people like the idea of exposing their personal lives on the Internet?

e)  Mark had to go to court. Imagine you were on the jury, hearing the Winkelvosses’ lawsuit against Zuckerberg. How would you have ruled? Who deserved to win and why? Base your verdict on your own sense of fairness.
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