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1 	Read the text. Answer the following questions.

ONE NIGHT ON THE NET
I’m an Australian girl and I have been blessed with a wonderful email friend from Italy. We get on so well and our relationship is based purely on friendship. This poem is exactly how our friendship began — after one month and emailing daily.

One night on the Net I was looking around
I found a chat room with people abound

I vaguely recall a short chat with you
A penfriend you’d like, and you spoke English too

I recall your name Davide from somewhere remote
The next day we emailed a short little note

Italian you were, and English your strength
So writing became quite frequent at length

I now know you quite well, and you also know me
A special friendship of trust, care and honesty

One day I am sure we will meet my good friend
So I say to you Ciao* and much affetto** I send . . .

* Italian word for “hello” and also “bye”.
** Italian word for “affection” and “love”.

www.netpoets.com/poems/cyberfriend/1455001.htm (abridged and adapted, May 2012)

2 	Read the poem again and complete the table in note form.

Who wrote the poem? When?
Where?
Who to?


3 	Say if these sentences are TRUE of FALSE. Quote from the poem to support your answers.

a)   The poet was specifically looking for a good chat room.




b)  The poet remembers their first chat very well.
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c)   Davide was looking for a friend he could write to.


d)  The poet trusts her friend.




e)   They know each other personally.





4 	Match the words with their definitions. You may find it useful  to use a dictionary.

a)  abound	1.  For a long time.
b) vaguely	2.  To remember something.
c)  recall	3.  To exist in large numbers.
d) at length	4.  In a way that is not clear or exact.


a)	b)	c)	d)



5 	Answer the following questions. a)   Why did the girl write the poem?





b)  How would you describe the relationship between them?






c)   What do you think the poet has learned from her friend?






d)  Do you have a virtual friend? How did you meet each other?
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1 	Skim the text and say if these sentences are TRUE or FALSE.
Then read the text and check your answers.

a)   We don’t need a lot of time to learn a new language.

b)  It is easier for you to get involved in a foreign culture if you speak the language of the country.

c)   Business people from English-speaking countries also learn other languages because they know that if they don’t speak other languages they will be at a disadvantage.

d)  When you go on holiday you don’t need to learn other languages besides English, not even if you want to visit places beyond the tourist resorts and hotels.

e)   If you want to study abroad you need to learn the language that is spoken in that country.

2 	Read the text. Then answer  the following questions.

WHY SHOULD I LEARN A (LOCAL) LANGUAGE?
Learning a foreign language takes time and dedication. The reasons below may help to convince you to take the plunge, if such persuasion is needed. Some reasons are practical, some aspirational, some intellectual and others sentimental, but whatever your reasons may be, having a clear idea of why you’re learning a language can help to motivate you in your studies.

5	You live a new life for every new language you speak.
If you only know one language, you only live once.



Emigration


(Czech proverb)

When you move to a different country or region, learning the local language will help you to communicate and integrate with the local community. Even if many of the locals speak your language, for example if your native language is English and you move to the Netherlands, it’s still worth your while learning the local language. Doing so, will demonstrate your interest in, and commitment to, the new country.

Work
If your work involves regular contact with speakers of foreign languages, being able to talk to them in their own languages will help you to communicate with them. It may also help you to make sales and to negotiate and secure contracts. Knowledge of foreign languages may also increase your chances of finding a new job, getting a promotion or a transfer overseas, or of going on foreign business trips.
Many English-speaking business people don’t bother to learn other languages because they believe that most of the people they do business with in foreign countries can speak English, and if they don’t speak English, interpreters can be used. The lack of foreign language knowledge puts English speakers at a disadvantage. In meetings, for example, the people on the other side can discuss things amongst themselves in their own language without the English speakers understanding, and using interpreters slows everything down. When socialising after meetings, the locals will probably feel more comfortable using their own language rather than English.

Travel
Many English speakers seem to believe that wherever you go on holiday you can get by speaking English, so there’s no point in learning any other languages. If people don’t understand you, all you have to do is speak slowly and turn up the volume. You can more or less get away with this, as long as you stick to 

popular tourist resorts and hotels where you can usually find someone who speaks English. However, if you want to venture beyond such places, to get to know the locals, to read signs, menus, and so on, knowing the local language is necessary.
A basic ability in a foreign language will help you to “get by”, for example to order food and drink, find your way around and buy tickets. If you have a more advanced knowledge of the language, you can have real conversations with the people you meet, which can be very interesting and will add a new dimension to your holiday.

Studying abroad
If you plan to study at a foreign university, college or school, you’ll need a good knowledge of the local language, unless the course you want to study is taught through the medium of your native language.
If you don’t learn the local language you may not be able to follow the lessons and get good results. Your institution will probably provide preparatory courses to improve your language skills and continuing support throughout your study period.

www.omniglot.com/language/why.htm (abridged and adapted, November 2012)

3 	Scan the text and complete the table.

REASONS FOR LEARNING A (LOCAL) LANGUAGE

Emigration


Work


Travel


Studying abroad



4 	What/who do the following words refer  to?
a)   you (l. 8)                                                                           d)  they (l. 18)                                                                      b)   their (l. 13)                                                                       e)   their (l. 20)                                                                      c)   they (l. 17)                                                                        f)   this (l. 26)                                                                      

5 	Read the paragraphs about Emigration and Work again and complete the sentences.
a)   Integration …                                                                                                                                                                 
b)   If we want to show interest in the new country …                                                                                                
c)   English speakers may be at a disadvantage if …                                                                                                     
d)  It is easier …                                                                                                                                                                  

6 	Answer these questions using your own words as far as possible. a)  Do English speakers need to learn other languages? Why? Why not?
b)  In the text there are some reasons that may convince people to learn a language.
Which of those reasons do you consider the most important? Explain why.

c)   If you had the opportunity to study abroad would you take it? Justify your answer.

7 	Explain the meaning  of the Czech proverb used in the text: “You live a new life for every new language you speak. If you only know one language, you only live once.”
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