
UNIT 1  Worksheet — Speaking 1




NAME:  	  Nr.  	  CLASS:  	
DATE:  	  EVALUATION:  	
TEACHER:  	  E. E.  	


SHOULD ENGLISH BECOME THE PRIMARY LANGUAGE WORLDWIDE?

Debate
The question of whether English should become the primary language worldwide is controversial. Some people argue that if everyone learned and spoke the same language it would solve many communication problems and it would reduce the gap between developed and developing countries. Others say English is not a naturally superior language therefore it should not be made the world’s standard language.

What do you think? Should English be everyone’s first language?

STEP 1 — Individual work
Spend 5 minutes thinking about the problem and make notes about your arguments FOR or AGAINST
the theme.

STEP 2 — Group work
The teacher will divide the class into two halves (Group A – FOR, and Group B – AGAINST). Share your points of view inside your group and prepare to present the arguments to the other group.
You will have about 15 minutes to prepare for a class debate.

Bear in mind some useful  expressions that you may want to use during the debate:

Trying to persuade:
•  You must agree it would be …
•  Don’t you think …?
•  Don’t you see …?
•  There is something you must …
•  Don’t forget ...
•  Remember …

Contradicting:
•  You are completely wrong.
•  On the contrary.
•  I’m afraid I don’t agree with you.
•  I’m sorry, but …
•  On the other hand …

STEP 3 — Class debate
Now that you are ready for the debate don’t forget that your main concern is:
•  To present your arguments clearly
•  To contradict the arguments of the other group.
•  To try and persuade the other group to change their opinions.
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SUGESTÕES PARA O PROFESSOR

De acordo com o nível da turma, o professor pode optar por distribuir uma pequena lista
de argumentos a FAVOR (Grupo A) e uma lista de argumentos CONTRA (Grupo B) para estimular cada um dos grupos a prepararem o seu discurso.



GROUP A



Arguments FOR

GROUP B



Arguments AGAINST

•  There would no longer be any language barriers across the globe.
•  It is already the most widely spoken and understood language in the world.
•  English is the language most people know so it would be easier to spread it among the minority instead of trying to spread a minority language to other people.
•  English is easy to learn, understand and write.
•  a primary worldwide language would be beneficial for international communication and commerce.
•  English is already the language of the Internet, and many foreign countries teach English as a second language, as a mandatory subject.

•  Languages are tied closely to culture  and having a single language would mean some cultures would simply disappear.
•  It would disrespect many other nationalities and cultures.
•  Numerous countries and cultures are bilingual.
It is somewhat arrogant to assume that all people should speak English, when many native English speakers do not care enough to learn another language.
•  Spanish, which is the most prominent language in the world, is spoken natively in many more countries, by many more people. Chinese, which is really only spoken in one country, still has many more native speakers than English.
•  People should speak their own language and enjoy the beauty of its diversity.
•  Enough people around the world already know
English, so successful communication is abundant.







































BE CONNECTED  •  Inglês  •  10.º ano  •  Material fotocopiável © Santillana-Constância


UNIT 1  Worksheet — Speaking 2





NAME:  	  Nr.  	  CLASS:  	
DATE:  	  EVALUATION:  	
TEACHER:  	  E. E.  	


FAVOURITE DESTINATION

STEP 1 — Individual work
To prepare for what you have to do in step 2 spend about 5 minutes thinking about:

•  For those who have objects: how you are going to describe your object in terms of when you got it, why you got it, why it is so important to you and whether there are any stories attached to it.
•  For those who have their own pictures: where you took that picture, why you like it so much, why you liked that particular place and whether there are any stories attached to it.
•  For those who have never travelled abroad: why you have chosen that picture, why you would like to visit that particular place, what you would like to do there.

STEP 2 — Group work
Form groups of 5 students.

STEP 3 — Share in your group
Show your group your object or picture and tell them about it.

STEP 4 — Share in class
Each group has to tell the rest of the class the most unusual/interesting object/picture from their group, and why.


SUGESTÕES PARA O PROFESSOR

Para a realização desta atividade, pedir com antecedência a cada aluno para trazer para a aula um objeto que tenha adquirido numa viagem que tenha realizado ou uma fotografia que tenha tirado num dos locais onde mais gostou de estar. No caso dos alunos que nunca viajaram para o estrangeiro, pedir uma fotografia de um destino de sonho.
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