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SPACE EXPLORATION

CLASS DEBATE

Why explore space?
•  Why should we explore space? Why should so much money, time and effort be spent researching something with apparently so few benefits?
•  Why should resources be spent on space rather than on things and people on Earth?

Role playing
Your classroom is going to become a forum for debate. Your teacher is going to be the moderator.
•  Divide into groups. Each group will have to defend its views on space exploration.
•  Read the instructions on the role cards and, organize your arguments in groups.

Priests – against
You are a group of priests against space exploration. In your opinion, God created the Universe and no Man can explain its mysteries.

Astronauts – in favour
You are a group of astronauts (NASA or ESA) that are in favour of space exploration because it helps us understand the solar system and the Universe, and to search for other possible forms of life.

Scientists – in favour
You are a group of scientists working for NASA. You think your mission
is to explore the Universe and search for life, to understand and protect our planet and to inspire the next generation of explorers.

Science students – in favour
You are a group of students studying astrophysics and are totally
in favour of space exploration. Your aim is to work for the European
Space Agency.


Students of Humanities – against
You are a group of students who oppose the sums of money spent on scientific projects with apparently so few benefits. You think mankind should show more concern towards global issues.

UNICEF ambassadors – against
[bookmark: _GoBack]You are a group of UNICEF ambassadors concerned about the money and resources spent on space rather than on other things, particularly the children.
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•  In groups try to portray the above people. you have to express your point of view and criticize your opponents’ opinions. The expressions below may help you.

Giving your opinion:

I think … I believe … I feel …

From my point of view …

Strongly agreeing: I quite agree. Absolutely!

Partly agreeing:

Well, I see your point but … I agree up to a point but …

Disagreeing:

I am afraid I don’t agree. That´s not true


SUGESTÕES PARA O PROFESSOR

O professor poderá fotocopiar os cartões e distribuir um por aluno. Juntar os alunos com os mesmos personagens e permitir algum tempo para tomar notas de alguns argumentos. O 1.º painel de alunos deve ser de participação voluntária. Os restantes alunos são a plateia que também deve intervir apoiando as suas personagens. Trocar o painel de convidados se houver tempo se houver.
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TECHNOLOGY SURVEY

1    Write the appropriate questions for the following answers.

a)  Q:  	 A: When I hear the word technology lots of gadgets spring to my mind like Smartphones, tablets,
laptops, video games, TV and so on.

b)   Q:  	 A: Yes, technology is important in my life.
c)  Q:  	 A: The biggest technological inventions that have been created by man are the mobile phone,
Internet, the computer, the car, cinema, and the telephone.

d)  Q:  	 A: Technology is a good thing, of course.
e)  Q:  	 A: I could not live without my mobile phone, that’s for sure.
f)  Q:  	 A: Yes, definitely. Technology has changed our lives.
g)   Q:  	 A: No, technology has not made us impatient.
h)  Q:  	 A: Yes, I think we are obsessed with technology.
i)   Q:  	 A: Yes, sometimes technology lets me down. When I want to send a message to a friend or to my
mum and there is no service provider.

j)   Q:  	 A: I think old people think modern technology is something for the younger generation.
k)  Q:  	 A: Sure, technology has made our lives better than our grandparents’ lives.
l)   Q:  	 A: The Internet can be dangerous if you misuse it. And of course there are certain dangers that you

must be aware of.

2 	Now take nine questions and write them into the boxes below, then interview another student and find out what his/her answers are. Write the answers below in the table.

a)                                                                                                                      e)









b)                                                                                                                      f)









c)                                                                                                                       g)









d)                                                                                                                       h)











SUGESTÕES PARA O PROFESSOR (resposta exercício 1)

1.
a)  What springs to your mind when you hear the word “technology”?
b) Is technology important in your life?
c)  What are the biggest technological inventions that have been created by man?
d) Is technology a good or a bad thing?
e)  What new technology could you not live without?
f)  Has technology changed our lives?
g) Has technology made us impatient?
h) In your opinion, are we obsessed with technology?
i)  Has technology ever let you down?
j)  What do (you think) old people think of modern technology?
k) Has technology made our lives better than our grandparents’ lives?
l)  What kinds of technology are dangerous?
