UNIT 1  Test A


NAME:  	  Nr.  	  CLASS:  	
DATE:  	  ASSESSMENT:  	
TEACHER:  	  E. E.  	


Group I

Listening

1	Listen to an interview by Colin Jackson from the BBC.
Complete the missing information.

a)  Name of the interviewee.
b)  Name of the organisation he works for.
c)  City where he worked.
d)  Years in which he was the Head of the organisation.
e)  Bilingual languages he speaks fluently.
f)  Language he learnt in Wales.
g)  Place where he learnt Spanish.
h)  Reason why he speaks Portuguese.


2	Listen to the interview again and choose the correct option.

a)   Andy Klom speaks …
1.   English, Dutch and Portuguese.
2.   English, Dutch, French, Spanish, German, Welsh and Portuguese.
3.   Dutch, English, French, German, Spanish and Portuguese.

b)  When doing business for the European Commission he uses …
1.   any of the languages he speaks.
2.   three to four of the languages he can speak.
3.   only English and Dutch.

c)   He grew up in …
1.   Queensland.
2.   Maryland.
3.   Holland.

d)  In his opinion Germanic languages are more difficult to learn …
1.   than Celtic languages.
2.   than Latin languages.
3.   than English.

e)   A million British people live in …
1.   Poland.
2.   Portugal.
3.   Spain.

f)   You can have a great career in any of the 27 EU countries, …
1.   if you speak other languages.
2.   if you speak English fluently.
[bookmark: _GoBack]3.   if you work hard.
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Group II
Reading

1	Colin Jackson also interviewed Leri Davies from the European Commission Office in Wales.
Read the interview and then answer the questions.

CJ:  How many languages do you speak?
LD:  I speak five languages. I speak English and Welsh fluently. I’ve learnt French and Spanish, and I speak
Catalan as well, although it’s really rusty.
CJ:  How did you get this job?
5  LD:  I got this job because of my interest in other European languages. I started off doing A levels in French and Spanish. At University I did politics, along with French and Spanish. To work for the EU you have to speak another language apart from English. You have to complete the entrance exams in another language. I had to do all the exams in French, which was a bit tricky, but it makes you feel proud once you get in.
10  CJ:  What advice would you give to young people looking to follow in your footsteps?
LD:  It’s important to visit the country whose language you are learning so that you get inspired. At school you need to dedicate yourself to learning the language. Persevere with it. At school when I was learning a language, specially the grammar I found quite boring, but when you go to that same country and you can speak the language, that’s when it pays dividends.
15  CJ:  How do we encourage more young people to want to learn languages?
LD:  In terms of encouraging people to speak languages, you need to understand that it will open doors for you. In terms of the European Union we have one of the biggest job markets in the world. People don’t realise that they can work and study in any country in the EU. You can earn more by speaking other languages and you have access to more jobs. In the UK we take it for granted that everybody speaks English. In other European countries they have to learn English. We can definitely learn something from our European neighbours.

www.bbc.co.uk /wales/raiseyourgame/sites/preparation/theinternationallanguage/pages/leri_davies.shtml
(shortened and adapted, Sept.2012)

2	Match the words on the left with their equivalent on the right.

a)  rusty	1. motivated 
b) tricky	2. Understand
c)  inspired	3. assume
d) persevere	4. out of practice
e)  realise	5. complicated
f)  take it for granted	6. persist


a)	b)	c)	d)	e)	f) 



3	Explain the meaning of the sentences. a)   “… that’s when it pays dividends”




b)  “… it will open doors for you.”

4	Answer the questions below about the text using your own words as far as possible.

a)   What do you have to do if you want to work for an EU organisation?




b)  What are the two main advantages of speaking foreign languages if you work in an EU country?




c)   In her opinion, do most British people like to learn other languages? Why? Why not?




d)  What do Leri Davies and Andy Klom have in common?





Group III

Grammar

1	Put the words in order to make sentences. Use the Present Perfect Simple. 
	a)   to / travel / country / never / I / another


b)  arrive / just / in / Leri and Andy / Brussels


c)   where / French / Leri / speak / learn / ?


d)  ever / working / of / you / the European Commission / think / for / ?



2	Complete with the Present Perfect Simple or the Past Simple.

a)   Leri  	 (already / meet) Andy Klom. They  	 (travel) together to
Brussels last week.

b)    	(be) they in Brussels last weekend?

c)   Leri  	(talk) to two Spanish students today but yesterday she  	(not /
receive) any foreign students.

d)  Leri  	 (visit) some friends in Spain last summer.

e)   I  	 (give up) the idea of finding my dream job because I  	 (not /
make) enough effort to learn languages when I was a student.

3	Join the sentences by using a relative pronoun.

a)   That is the Spanish student. She spoke to Leri yesterday.




b)  He speaks many languages. They are essential for his job.




c)   The man is the President of the European Commission. You saw him on TV this morning.




d)  Julia is an interpreter in the European Commission. Her parents are from different countries.





4	Choose the best linking word to complete each sentence.

a)   Despite of / Even though / Since as / the book had many pages she loved it.

b)  Although / Because / Whereas / she doesn’t like reading very much, she studied English literature.

c)   In spite of / Whereas / Since as / only speaking Portuguese, they are going to travel by Inter Rail.

d)  The meeting was cancelled because of / due to the fact that / namely / the speaker didn’t show up.


Group IV

Writing

“Learning another language is a matter of confidence, learning and hard effort”.

ANDY KLOM

1	Do you agree with what Klom says?
On a separate sheet of paper write about 100-120 words explaining the reasons why you agree or disagree.

UNIT 1  Test B


NAME:  	  Nr.  	  CLASS:  	
DATE:  	  ASSESSMENT:  	
TEACHER:  	  E. E.  	


Group I

Listening
1	Listen to an interview by Colin Jackson from the BBC and choose the correct option. a)   Andy Klom speaks …
1.   English, Dutch and Portuguese.
2.   English, Dutch, French, Spanish, German, Welsh and Portuguese.
3.   Dutch, English, French, German, Spanish and Portuguese.

b)  When doing business for the European Commission he uses …
1.   any of the languages he speaks
2.   three to four of the languages he can speak.
3.   only English and Dutch.

c)   He grew up in …
1.   Queensland.
2.   Maryland.
3.   Holland.

d)  In his opinion Germanic languages are more difficult to learn …
1.   than Celtic languages.
2.   than Latin languages.
3.   than English.

e)   You can have a great career in any of the EU countries, …
1.   if you speak other languages.
2.   if you speak English fluently.
3.   if you work hard.

2	Listen to the text again and say if these sentences are TRUE or FALSE.	T	F

a)   Andy Klom was Head of the European Commission Office in the United Kingdom.

b)  He speaks several languages, all fluently.

c)   While living in Edinburgh he learnt Welsh.

d)  His parents were immigrants.

e)   He learnt Portuguese in Brazil.

f)   He learnt to speak German at university.

g)  Only people who speak two or more languages can work in any of the 25 EU countries.

h)  Half a million British people live in Spain.

 (
202
) (
B
E 
C
O
NNE
C
T
ED 
 
• 
 
I
n
g
lê
s 
 
• 
 
1
0
.º 
a
n
o 
 
• 
 
M
a
t
e
r
ia
l 
fo
t
o
c
op
i
á
v
e
l © 
S
a
n
t
illan
a
-
C
o
n
s
t
â
n
ci
a
)
Group II
Reading

1	Read the text and then answer the following questions.

THE INFLUENCE OF ENGLISH ON OTHER LANGUAGES (AND VICE VERSA)
How important is it today to speak English fluently or at least understand it? It may be one of the most important things when you want to apply for a job. In other words, speaking English is no longer considered as something special, it is a requirement. The English language has definitely become the world’s lingua franca. Speaking English makes it possible to communicate with people all over the world and from many different cultures. As a result English has become a large influence on a multitude of other languages, especially in Europe where many words have been adopted outright.

Anglicism

English words that are borrowed by, and used in, other languages are called Anglicisms. An Anglicism is a word, phrase, or idiom characteristic of or peculiar to the English language. Most Anglicisms were adopted in the IT field or other areas where new technology is developed. Due to the speed with which technology changes, some countries tend to just adopt the English words for new technology and developments into their native language rather than coining a new native term. The names for some new inventions and developments are often very hard to translate, and therefore it is convenient to simply keep the original English name.

Neologisms

 (
15
)It is not easy to explain why some languages love to use new English terms in place of their own words, especially when they have a different meaning than they do in English. But why use English for words which already have an equivalent? Maybe it’s an attempt to sound younger and smarter, and perhaps there is a belief that using English makes a company sound modern. English has invaded many languages, to the point that people have named these blended languages — a mix of German and English is called Denglisch, a mix with French is Franglais, and a mix with Spanish is Spanglish.

Foreign influence on the English language

Although English has had a large influence on many languages, it has also been greatly influenced by other languages. It is estimated that over 80% of the English vocabulary has been borrowed from other languages. Many of these borrowed words have become so common that we don’t even notice them as foreign any more. For example: kindergarden or gesundheit from German, government, royal or couch from French, armada or cafeteria from Spanish and banana, mosquito, cobra, breeze or marmalade from Portuguese.
The question is how important it is to preserve your own native language. Languages have never been static and have always been changing. In certain centuries languages were influenced by Latin or French and today we use foreign words without feeling that we are destroying our native language. Instead, these words have simply been adopted into our own language. In the end it is up to us which words we use from other languages and which ones we continue to use in our native language.

http://thenewsconnections.com/2012/02/14/the-influence-of-english-on-other-languages.aspx
(adapted, Sept. 2012)

2	Find antonyms in the 1st and 2nd paragraphs for the following words/phrases.

a)   least                                                                                   d)  rejected                                                                        
b)   little                                                                                   e)   slow rate                                                                       
c)   give                                                                                    f)    easy                                                                              

3	Find the words in the text that are defined below.

a)   A language adopted as a common language between people whose native languages are different.  	

b)   A word or phrase borrowed from English into a foreign language.  	

c)   The language that a person has spoken from childhood.  	

d)   Newly coined words or phrases used with a new meaning.  	


4	Say what do the underlined words refer to in the text?
a)   it                                                  
b)   where                                         
c)   they                                            
d)   we                                               
e)   them                                          

5	Complete the sentences according to the text.

a)   You can communicate with people all over the world if                                                                                       
b)   Nowadays most jobs require                                                                                                                                      
c)   New technology and developments are so fast that some countries prefer to                                                
d)   Translating the names for new inventions is not                                                                                                     
e)   Many non-English companies like                                                                                                                             
f)    Despite having influenced other languages, the English language also suffered                                           



6	Answer the questions about the text using your own words as far as possible. 
	a)   Why is English considered the world’s lingua franca?




b)  What are “blended languages”?




c)   According to the author why is it important to moderate our use of foreign words?

Group III
Grammar

1	Complete with the Present Perfect Simple or Past Simple.

a)   I  	(have) to speak English in my job interview but it was okay since I  	
(live) in England for several years.

b)  English  	 (spread) across the world because of the increased importance of the USA
since World War II.

c)   Diana  	(meet) two American tourists in the street this morning. She  	
(give) them directions to the museum.

d)    	you  	 (ever / read) a New York Times article online?

2	Join the sentences by using a relative pronoun.

a)   The speaker is the British Prime Minister. We heard him on the radio.


b)  She speaks English fluently. It was one of the requirements for her job.


c)   He was born in Germany. He learned to speak German.


d)  The book was about the history of the English language. We read it in class.



3	Transform the two sentences into one by using the words in brackets. Look at the examples below. a)   The book had many pages. She loved it. (even though)


b)  She doesn’t like reading very much. She studied English literature. (although)


c)   They only speak Portuguese. They are going on an Inter Rail holiday. (in spite of)


d)  The meeting was cancelled. The speaker didn’t show up. (due to the fact that)



Group IV

Writing

1	Choose one of the following statements and comment on it. On a separate sheet of paper write about 100-120 words whether you share (or not) the author’s point of view.

a)   “Learning another language is a matter of confidence, learning and hard work”.

Andy Klom

b)  “… it’s up to us which words we use from other languages and which ones we continue to use in our native language.”
