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PLANNING AND WRITING A COMPOSITION

Read the following quotations and use them as a stimulus to write a composition of about 180 words. Then use the steps below to help you plan and write.

“The limits of my language mean the limits of my world.”

LUDWIG WIT TGENSTEIN (1889-1951)

“You don’t need long arms to embrace the world; you need English.”

RICARDO SCHÜTZ

STEP 1 — Understand

Read the quotations carefully to make sure you know what you are being asked to do.

STEP 2 — Think

Take notes of some ideas on the topic as you think of them. Don’t forget to make a list of vocabulary/key words that you know you may need when writing about the topic.

STEP 3 — Plan

It is important to organise your notes (thoughts and arguments) so that you can present them clearly. Plan your paragraphs before you start to write. A composition or essay usually is organised as follows:

Paragraph 1 — Introduction to the topic.
Paragraph 2 — Points of view and information/examples that support the argument(s).
Paragraph 3 — Contrasting views.
Paragraph 4 — Conclusion (give your opinion on the topic).

STEP 4 — Write

Write your text using your plan, as guide.

STEP 5 — Review  your text and edit it if necessary.
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ESPERANTO
Being able to communicate without so many languages barriers led to the invention of Esperanto in 1887. It is an artificial language intended for international use. However, only a small number of people in the world speak it. Nowadays, it is English that has almost achieved the status of a world language because of its use as a common means of communication between people of different nationalities. English is the language of tourism, international trade, culture, politics and science. English is the language of the technological revolution. Even before the Internet other developments in areas such as television, telephones and air travel helped the language of dominant cultures and economies to spread.

Based on the text you have just read,  write about 80-100  words on the importance of speaking English today.
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