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Listening Test 1.1 (Module 1)
Host: Hello listeners and welcome to the show. Our special guest today is John Greenwell, the author of the successful blog, Happy Traveller. He’s going to give us all lots of helpful tips and suggestions to improve our blog writing skills. Welcome, John.

Guest: Thanks for having me. I’m happy to be here.

Host: You’ve been writing for your blog for over 20 years and it now has 30 million subscribers.  So, for the benefit of any listeners who don’t know about your blog, tell us a little bit about it.

Guest: Of course. Well, as the name suggests it’s a blog about travelling and it has lots of useful information and tips about where to go and when and which places are good for singles, couples or families and it includes all sorts of activities you can do in different places, too.

Host: And it’s very successful and popular. So, what advice can you give to our listeners who may have a blog and want to know how to improve their blogging skills and try to make their blog as popular as yours? 

Guest: Well, the best way to improve your blogging skills is to improve your writing skills. You can do this by investing time in your blog and by reading every day for at least an hour as this will improve your memory and creative skills. You can also make your writing more interesting by avoiding technical words and by doing research on the Internet.

Host: Good tip! Is that how you get your ideas?

Guest: Sometimes, but I find a lot of interesting information that I can use to brainstorm for other ideas. It’s not a good idea to copy someone else’s ideas.

Host: No, of course not.

Guest: So, once you know what you want to write about, then you need to give it some structure and make your ideas flow so it’s easy for your readers to read and understand. Add some rich vocabulary to give it depth and use resources to help you, such as writing guides, apps and language tools. Having said that, don’t overcomplicate simple ideas or use difficult words when simple ones will do. And add visuals; blogs with pictures get 94% more views than ones without.

Host: That’s great advice. But how can someone get their blog noticed?

Guest: That’s a good question. I think there’s currently about 600 million blogs online.

Host: Wow! That many?

Guest: Yes, and to make yours stand out, you need to remember that yours has something that others don’t – you! So, you need to work on your unique style. Relate to your readers by improving the readability of your blog and remember to keep the human touch with your thoughts and insights into your topics. Most importantly, don’t forget who your readers are. Think about their problems and offer solutions and try to educate them without talking down to them. Above all, try to understand how they feel about things.

Host: How will you know if you are on the right track? I suppose your readership will increase, right?

Guest: Yes, but you can also ask for feedback. Ask your family and friends and your readers – why not? – what they think of it and listen to their criticism. Then, you can make changes according to what they say. Were there any parts they didn’t understand? Was it interesting? Are they likely to share it with others? That’s what makes the difference. If someone reads an article they like, they are probably going to tell their friends about it and then more people will read your blog. Slowly, you’ll get more of a following and your subscribers will go up.

Host: That’s right. The numbers don’t lie. Well, now I think is a good time to take some calls from our listeners. If you have a question for John, call 0772 361548 and you can ask him after this short break …… 
Listening Test 1.2 (Module 1)
Host: Today’s special guest is film critic, Lucy Masters. She was going to tell us all about the winners and losers at the Cannes Film Festival, but as the event was cancelled this year due to the pandemic, we’ve invited her on the show anyway to tell us about the festival itself and what it was like the last time she went. Hi, Lucy. How are you?

Guest: Hi! I’m good, thanks.

Host: So, you must be extremely disappointed to miss the festival this year.

Guest: Well, yes, but there are so many festivals that haven’t taken place this year and for good reason. We just have to hope that next year things are better.

Host: Yes. So, tell us a bit about Cannes. 

Guest: Right. Well, as you may know, the main aim of the Cannes Film Festival is to recognise artistic achievement. Basically, it’s a meeting place for people who are interested in the art and influence of films.

Host: So, would you say it’s very culturally important?
Guest: Absolutely. Yes. It’s a major cultural event.

Host: And it’s been held since the 1940s, hasn’t it?

Guest: That’s right. It previews films of all genres from all around the world, but did you know you have to be invited to attend?

Host: No. I didn’t know that. But it’s also a competition, isn’t it?

Guest: Yes. The films are judged in different categories by juries. But there are so many films and so many events, it is difficult to try to do everything, so you need to choose carefully how to spend your time there.

Host: What do you mean? Tell us more about the events.


Guest: Well. There are screenings of the films that are competing for the Palme d’Or prize. Then there are films selected from different cultures, films that are not in the competition, special screenings of films in environments that match their identity, short films from film schools around the world, and short films competing for the Short Film Palme d’Or prize. In addition, there are classic films that highlight the past and some that are restored prints of old films and finally there are screenings of other classic films for the public on the beach.

Host: I see what you mean.

Guest: That’s not all.

Host: Oh, there’s more!
Guest: Yes. There are alternative programmes that show other aspects of cinema, such as Critics Week that aims to discover new talent and showcase films from new directors and an event called ‘Cinemas of the World’, where every day a different country presents a series of short films that celebrate its unique culture and identity. Then there are master classes from world-renowned filmmakers, exhibitions and tributes as well as a busy film market. 
Host: Wow! I’m surprised anyone has time to see any films with all that going on.

Guest: I know, right? It’s paradise for young actors and directors. But the last time I was there, I did manage to see quite a few films and interview a few celebrities too.

Host: That must have been in 2019, right?

Guest: That’s right. That year there were 21 films in the main competition which is for films with a wide audience appeal, 11 short films and 18 films in the category ‘Un Certain Regard’ which is for films which have an original plot and will make a strong impact in cinemas around the world but not necessarily become blockbusters.

Host: I see. Who won that year?

Guest: The winner was the South Korean film Parasite directed by Bong Joon-ho.

Host: Oh yes. I remember now. That was a good film.

Guest: Yes, it was great that a foreign film won and to be honest the best part of the whole festival for me was the ‘Un Certain Regard’ films because I learnt so much about other cultures and lifestyles.

Host: Really?
Guest: Yes. That’s what is so great about the Cannes Festival compared to other film festivals that are held in English-speaking countries because it gives equal time to the small foreign films as it does to the big budget movies.

Host: Right. I could talk to you all day but it’s time for a break now. We’ll be right back.

Listening Test 1.3 (Module 1)
Interviewer: Welcome to the Careers Show. Today we are talking to Kim Peters, a digital artist who is here to tell us all about computer art. Welcome Kim.

Artist: Thank you.

Interviewer: So, first tell us briefly what is computer art?

Artist: Well, basically, it’s the use of computers and computer-generated images to create art for use in advertising, publishing or film. It’s also called digital art or multimedia art. Andy Warhol was an early pioneer of digital art in the form of video, but today computer art is having a huge effect on the art world, because with the evolution of artificial intelligence, it has the potential to take on a life of its own.

Interviewer: Right, and what role does the Internet play in all this?

Artist: That’s a really good question. The Internet has two purposes. It is a means for artists to get their creations out into the world and publicise them through their online galleries or on their own websites or blogs. It is also another form of interaction with art.

Interviewer: What do you mean by that exactly?

Artist: Well, artists can use the Internet to create a virtual experience which people can interact with. In the same way that people can now get a virtual tour of a museum or a house for sale, they can have an interactive experience with digital art.

Interviewer: I see. So, what would you say are the pros and cons of digital art? Let’s start with the cons.

Artist: Well, digital art can be mass-produced and so each piece is not as unique as classical art. This is great for pop art or poster art, but some people feel that this makes it seem cheap. Also, other people question whether the artist truly invests him or herself in computer art in the way that an artist expresses their inner emotions in a painting.

Interviewer: What do you say to that?

Artist: I say that computer art is a highly skilled job which takes years to master as does any form of art. Digital artists must attend art school and they must learn the techniques of shading, composition, form and values just as with traditional art, so why should it matter if the artist uses a mouse rather than a paintbrush?

Interviewer: That’s a very good point. I think almost all art these days is computer art. Now correct me if I’m wrong, but don’t you feel that digital art is everywhere these days?

Artist: It is, indeed; that’s why I also believe that digital art is much more influential. Everything you see and buy has an element of computer art to it. The ads in magazines, the covers of books, the packaging of food, almost every film and TV programme these days as well as cartoons and video games.

Interviewer: Yes, I see what you mean. 

Artist: Exactly right.

Interviewer: OK. Now if you’ve just tuned in we’re talking to ….. 

© Leirilivro & Express Publishing 
23
Digi Up 10.o ano

