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Reading

Read the text.

Guggenheim Bilbao Museum – an architectural & cultural gem
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How can you take a rundown industrial city in the Basque region of Spain and turn it into a cultural mecca that can bring the local people together and attract visitors from all over the world? You build a Guggenheim Museum! That’s what Bilbao did in 1997, and they have not looked back since. The city is now an excellent example of successful culture-led regeneration.
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The Guggenheim Bilbao Museum is one of the biggest museums in Spain. It is a museum of modern and contemporary art and it exhibits large installations and works of art by artists from all over the world as well as from Spain. Its collection contains significant works of art from the middle of the 20th century to the present day, many of which are contemporary icons. Some of the well-known artists that have exhibited there include Yves Klein, Jeff Koons, Richard Serra and David Hockney.
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Most visitors come to see the art, but they also come to admire the incredible architecture. Situated on the banks of the Nervion River, the museum is a masterpiece of contemporary architecture and now a famous landmark attracting about one million people every year. The architect was Frank Gehry and his vision to change the industrial seaport with abandoned factories into a place of beauty was achieved in only four years. 
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The Guggenheim Bilbao Museum has revitalised the city of Bilbao. Despite initial objections from the local people, who thought the money would be better spent on investment in industry, they soon realised that the museum was just what the city needed. The city now has a new subway, a new university building, a new bridge and a new airport. There are also plenty of hotels, restaurants and boutiques to provide employment and entertainment. Art and culture has put Bilbao back on the map as a top destination and has made the local people proud again.


A.
Match the headings (1-6) to the paragraphs (A-D). There are two extra headings.

1
Everyone Wins


2
International Artists


3
More Than a Tourist Attraction



4
Culture Brings City to Life


5
The Home of Modern Art


6
A Vision Realised
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B.
Answer the following questions.

1
Which artists have exhibited at the Guggenheim Bilbao?


2
Who designed the museum?


3
Why were the local people against the museum at first?


4
What benefits has the museum brought the local people?
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Vocabulary


C.
Fill in: master, strengthen, rehearse, release and influence.

1
Lucy used to ……………...…. her lines so well that by the time the play opened she was wordperfect.


2
Actors work long hours to learn how to ……………...…. their voice when performing in an open theatre.


3
Steven Spielberg is one of Hollywood’s most famous directors, whose success had the power to ……………...…. filmmakers all over the world.

4
The music company was eager to ……………...…. the singer’s album, as they believed he would be a big rising star.


5
My sister’s dream is to study in France and ……………...…. the art of sculpting.
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D.
Fill in: life, charts, gig, flick and lyrics.

1
The musicians are travelling to London tomorrow to play a …………...…. at the Royal Albert Hall.


2
The talented artist uses his creativity to bring his paintings to …………...…. .


3
What a beautiful melody! Too bad I don’t speak French; that way I would understand the …………...…. as well.


4
Do you want to come with me to a ……………..….? I think Fast and Furious 9 is on tonight. 


5
The song Blinding Lights was in the top five in the …………...…. for 37 weeks and in the top ten for 46 weeks in 2020.
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Grammar


E.
Put the adjectives/adverbs in brackets into the correct comparative or superlative form. Add any necessary words.

1
The restaurant opposite my house has ………………………....…. (friendly) staff in town; it’s always a pleasure dining there.


2
Every time we watch a theatrical performance, we always say that we should go to the theatre ………………………....…. (regularly).


3
The older the book edition, ………………………....…. (expensive) it is to purchase.

4
Do you think her performance in the musical this year was ………………………....…. (bad) last year’s?


5
Based on exact measurements, the Statue of Unity in India is ………………………....…. (big) existing statue of all.
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F.
Choose the correct answer (A, B, C or D).

1
The Gladiator was as successful/more successful/so successful as the film 300.


2
While visiting the Acropolis Museum, tourists have the chance to admire ancient, marble, Greek/ancient, Greek, marble/Greek, marble, ancient statues.


3
You don’t practice hard enough/too hard/far hard to improve your violin techniques.


4
Fiona is getting better and better than/the better/better at graphic arts since she attended college.


5
I believe that Expressionism is very/by far/even the most fascinating art movement.
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Writing


G.
Write a short biography of a famous person you admire (120-150 words). Follow the plan below.
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Points	____


	4	20








Points	____


	4	20








Points	____


	52	10








Points	____


	5	15








Points	____


	52	10








Points	____


	5	15








PLAN


Para 1: name, who he/she was, where/when born, why famous


Para 2: early years (childhood/education/first jobs, etc)


Para 3: later years (achievements/where or when died, etc)


Para 4: your thoughts/feelings about him/her





Points	____


		60
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