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Reading

Read the text.

Esperanto: An Artificial Language

A
Esperanto is a modern language invented by Dr L.L. Zamenhof in 1887. His aim was to create a common language that could be spoken by anyone as it is easier to learn than a national language. It has a simple and regular design and he wanted people to learn it as a supplemental language that could be spoken when two people don’t have a common language. He thought Esperanto would also protect minority languages from being replaced by one or two global languages.

B
Esperanto is five times easier to learn than Spanish or French and ten times easier than Russian. An Esperanto learner can get to grips with the language after a few months. Esperanto also helps people to learn another language more easily. After six months of studying Esperanto, if a learner goes on to learn a foreign language, it will take them less time because grammar in Esperanto and word formation rules help the learner to understand the rules and grammar of another language.

C
The vocabulary in Esperanto is based on Latin with words from the Romance, Germanic, Slavic and Greek languages also. Many international words are used as well so at least 40% of the words are recognisable to someone who has no knowledge of a language other than their own. What is more, there are no silent letters, and every word is spelled exactly as it sounds. The grammar is simple, too. For example, there is only one type of verb conjugation. It is so simple, that after 30 minutes, someone can understand all the tenses. What is more, there are no genders and no fixed word order. This means that learners can use Esperanto with the same word order as they would in their native language and still be understood. Finally, all plurals are formed the same way and opposites are made with simple prefixes. 

D
Today, around 2 million people can communicate in Esperanto. Many famous works of literature have been translated into Esperanto including Shakespeare, Dante, Marquez, Saikaku and Brecht. If you are interested to learn, there are correspondence and online courses to learn Esperanto and some universities offer courses in Esperanto. There is also a wide variety of ‘teach yourself Esperanto’ textbooks available which you can easily find online or in most libraries. 


A.
For questions 1-8, choose from the paragraphs A-D. The paragraphs may be chosen more than once.
Which paragraph mentions:

the difficulty of the language?

how Esperanto spelling works? 
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the number of people speaking the language? 
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



the inventor of Esperanto? 
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



how long it takes for someone to get a basic understanding? 
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



why the language was created? 
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how to learn the language? 
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



how Esperanto affects learning another language? 
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
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B.
Answer the following questions.

1
How is the grammar of Esperanto different from other languages?

2
Works by which authors are available in Esperanto?
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Vocabulary


C.
Choose the correct answer.

1
Simon is visiting a friend of his from the exchange programme, whom he is still in field/touch with since last year.


2
The aim of the college’s new programme is to help students explore their opportunities/options in every field.


3
I always dreamt of studying abroad, but it was hard for me to arrange accommodation/campus up to standard.


4
Why don’t you enrol for an online language curriculum/course? It will definitely help you communicate effectively in Spanish.


5
Larry isn’t interested for/in learning another language for the time being; he’s already fluent in five languages! 
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D.
Choose the correct answer.

1
Julia is practising very hard lately so as to enter/join the spelling competition.


2
Don’t forget you have to register/attend for the new language course by the end of February.


3
Academic affairs/credits are not enough to make a politician successful; he also has to be talented in speaking in public.


4
Giacomo wants to learn/study law, that’s why he needs top grades at school.


5
Only if you apply/practice your English after class will you become fluent in the language.
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Grammar


E.
Choose the correct answer.

1
Both/Either Bill and Greg are going to participate in the school exchange programme. 


2
A teacher of our/ours was the one who inspired us with determination.


3
There are different programmes to every/each course, so you should advise the study guide.


4
People think that –/the Italians are one of the most friendly and outgoing people in the world.


5
Neither Fiona or/nor Paula got the scholarship to the London School of Musical Theatre.
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F.
Choose the correct answer (A, B, C or D).

1
This is the building ….. the applications for the exchange programme will be collected.



A
that 
C
where


B
which
D
whose


2
The reason ….. Jessica doesn’t want to study abroad is because she doesn’t want to leave her hometown.



A
which 
C
when


B
why
D
whom


3
Rafaella is the girl ….. father is in charge of the volunteer programme in Rome.



A
whose 
C
who’s


B
whom
D
who


4
Here is the guide ….. every exchange student has to read carefully.



A
whom 
C
who


B
whose
D
which


5
Mrs Peterson is the teacher to ….. I owe my fluency in English.



A
whose 
C
which


B
who
D
whom
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Writing


G.
An online English teen magazine has asked its readers to post stories entitled An Unforgettable Experience. Write your story for the magazine (120-150 words). 
Your story should include: a desert, a sandstorm.
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Points	____


	8	24








Points	____


	23	6








Points	____


	53	15








Points	____


	53	15








Points	____


	53	15








Points	____


	5	15








Last summer, I was in …………………………………………… . One day, 	 .�The sun ……………………………………………………………. . It was very 	 .


Later, we 	 . Then, ………………………………�…………………………………………………………………………… . We decided 	 .


Suddenly, the wind ………………………………………………………. . We 	 . �Then, somebody shouted ‘Sandstorm! Careful!’ We all panicked and started 	�…………………………………………………………………………….. . Luckily, 	 .


We were so grateful that ……………………………………………………………… . I thanked 	�	 . The only problem was that then we had to help our teacher dig the minivan out of the sand!





Points	____


		60
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