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Reading

Read the text.
Bilingualism: The Benefits and Drawbacks

Are you bilingual or do you wish you were? There are definitely a lot of benefits to being able to speak two languages fluently, but there are some hidden disadvantages too. Here’s what four teenagers said about the pros and cons of being bilingual.

A Sophia, Italy

I am happy to speak Italian and English fluently due to my Italian father and my English mother, but it wasn’t easy when I was younger. I took a lot longer to speak Italian than my peers because at home we only spoke English, so when I went to school, I was a bit behind comparing to the other kids. Also, I would use English words when I couldn’t think of the Italian words and my teachers would get cross with me. They even told my mum only to speak Italian to me! I’m glad she didn’t listen.

B Konrad, Czech Republic

I am incredibly grateful to my parents for bringing me up bilingual. I think it has made me more attentive and able to think quicker. When you switch from one language to the other and understand two languages at the same time, the brain needs to be sharp. Not to mention it has improved my memory skills. And because I have been used to switching between two languages all my life, I also think I am much better at doing two things at once in general and can switch between two tasks more easily than others. I could be wrong, but that’s what I believe. 

C Briony, Ireland

Speaking two languages is not something I had ever really thought about until I started uni. Most people in my country speak English and Gaelic and we would switch in and out whenever we wanted. At university though, no one speaks Gaelic and if I use it, no one understands me, and I have to make sure I use only English words. It made me realise that my range of vocabulary is not as broad as that of people who only speak English. I only know most things by one word, but I found there are lots of words for the same thing in English. For example, I know that in the living room there is a sofa, but I learnt it can also be a ‘couch’ or a ‘settee’.

D Klaus, Germany

I’m certain that being a native speaker of two languages from a young age has helped me in lots of different ways. Mostly, though, it has helped me at school and in my studies. I learnt to read faster than my peers and in two different languages. I also didn’t have to worry about learning a foreign language at school. I already knew English, so I didn’t have to study like the other kids and homework was a piece of cake, so I could spend more time on other subjects. I didn’t need to go to a language school either, so I saved my parents a lot of money. 


A.
For questions 1-8, choose from the texts (A-D). The texts may be chosen more than once.
Which person mentions:

their mental skills?

specific words that caused a problem?
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an unnecessary expense?
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having a problem when they started school?
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acquiring a skill ahead of others?
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being good at multitasking?
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the nationalities of their parents?
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having problems later in life?
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B.
Answer the following questions.

1
What are the main benefits of bilingualism?

2
What are the main drawbacks of bilingualism?
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Vocabulary


C.
Fill in: conference, networking, current, regional and lecture.

1
Craig is studying Political Science, that’s why he is always interested in keeping up with the latest ……………….…. affairs.


2
Carol is representing our college at the annual ……………….…. on higher education.


3
After so many years of living in the north of the country, Sergio speaks with the strong ……………….…. accent.


4
Don’t miss Mrs Jones’ ……………….…. on the benefits and drawbacks of a gap year in the auditorium today.


5
In our days, ……………….…. skills are important  if you want to follow a successful business career.
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D.
Fill in: tongue, language, graduate, attend and lingua.

1
Paula and Adam are thinking of taking a gap year after they ……………….…. from high school.


2
Switzerland hasn’t got only one official ……………….…., but four –German, French, Italian and Romansh.


3
English seems to be the ……………….…. franca among people who do not share the same language.


4
All students are willing to ……………….…. the first aid seminars the school is organising. 


5
Only a few of the writer’s books have been translated into his mother ……………….…. .
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Grammar


E.
Choose the correct answer.

1
Are you sure you can fill in this application for the exchange programme by itself/yourself/yours?


2
None/Each/All exchange programme offers different experiences and opportunities all over the world.


3
I don’t think I’ll ever study in other/another/whole country; I’m not very keen on living abroad.


4
None/Either/Neither of the girls had problems communicating with their host family, as both of them spoke French fluently.


5
A friend of hers/her/herself persuaded Sally to join an after-school club to meet new people.
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F.
Join the sentences using the relative pronoun or adverb in brackets. Add commas where necessary.

1
My friend is in charge of the volunteer programme in our city. His name is Greg. (whose)


2
I remember the day. I arrived in Ireland to study Computer Engineering. (when)

3
That woman works in the university campus. She’s my neighbour. (who)

4
This is the brochure for our new community project. You asked for it. (which)

5
I don’t know the reason. Owen insists on not practicing the language before studying abroad. (why)
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Writing


G.
An online English teen magazine has asked its readers to post stories entitled An Unforgettable Experience. Write your story for the magazine (120-150 words). 
Your story should include: a desert, a sandstorm. Follow the plan below.
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Points	____


	8	24








Points	____


	2	6








Points	____


	53	15








Points	____


	53	15








Points	____


	53	15








Points	____


	5	15








PLAN


Para 1: set the scene (who, where, when, what)


Para 2: events in the order they happened


Para 3: main event (climax)


Para 4: what happened in the end (people’s reactions/feelings)





Points	____


		60
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