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Listening Test 2.1 (Module 2)

A
Sally

I think it’s important that we learn about robotics in school because robotic technology is already becoming a big part of everyday life. The students of today need to be prepared to live and work in a world where robots play a major role. For example, things like artificial intelligence and driverless cars already exist, so imagine how much more progress will have been made in robotic technology by the time my friends and I finish school, graduate from university and join the workforce. I think almost everything we do in the future will involve robots in some way, so it’s essential that students learn how to interact and work with robots in a productive way now. Otherwise, it might be difficult for us to find jobs or even just do simple everyday tasks, like shopping or keeping our homes clean. I also think that it is the responsibility of the young to keep up with the latest technologies so that we can build upon them and help society continue to advance. 


Kevin


When I told my parents that my science teacher, Mr Davies, had used a robot in one of our lessons, they were pretty surprised. At first, they thought it sounded more like a game than a proper lesson. I have to admit, when Mr Davies first introduced the robot to the class, we did all get very excited and found it hard to concentrate. But, after a while, we all settled down and paid attention. In fact, I think that we were all more focused and better behaved than normal because we were really interested in the robot and wanted a chance to interact with it. Mr Davies told us that if we didn’t behave properly, he would take the robot away and we wouldn’t get to use it again. So, I think this really motivated all of us to act appropriately and not mess around. We had to work together and take turns to control and interact with the robot, so it was a great exercise in teamwork too. Plus, it made learning about physics much more fun and engaging. I think it’s much easier to remember abstract scientific facts when you can see how they relate to real life, rather than just reading about them in a book. I think it’d be fantastic if we could include robotic technology in more lessons in the future.


Margarita


I would welcome the use of robotic technology in school because I think it would provide a more inclusive way for students to learn. At the moment, the classes in my school are usually very large with up to 30 students and only one teacher. It doesn’t matter how great the teacher is, there are always students like me who feel a bit left out, simply because there are so many people in each class. I think that this puts the quieter kids at a disadvantage. I’m quite shy and I often don’t like to speak up in class, especially when I have to compete with more confident students. Because of this, I sometimes worry that the teacher thinks I’m not putting in as much effort as the others. This is where I think robots could make a huge difference. Each class could have robotic teaching assistants that work with small groups of students, so that everyone feels more included and acknowledged. I think this would make a huge difference to the learning experience of many students, especially those with confidence issues.  

B
Host: Good afternoon everyone and thanks for tuning in. Today we’re talking to Professor Richards about the growing role of robotics in education. Welcome Professor, thanks for joining us.


Professor: Hello, thank you very much for having me. 


Host: So, first of all, can you tell us why robotics is becoming such an important educational tool?


Professor: Well, in today’s modern world, robotic technology is all around us, so it makes perfect sense to include it in the classroom – both to improve teaching methods and to get students used to working with robots more generally. After all, by the time the children of today join the workforce, they will all undoubtedly be working alongside robots in one way or another. 


Host: I suppose that’s a good point. But does robotics actually help people to learn, or is it just a distraction? 


Professor: Well, research has shown that using robots in the classroom has many advantages. To begin with, people learn far more quickly and easily if they’re dealing with physical objects rather than just abstract ideas. Young people especially are fascinated by technology and it motivates them to learn. Students are generally more interested and engaged in lessons when robotics is involved, because the overall learning experience is more interactive compared to traditional teaching methods. 


Host: Wow, it sounds as though robotics is already having a big impact on education. 


Professor: Indeed, it is. In fact, robotics is now being used in a huge variety of educational settings – in primary and secondary schools, in colleges and universities, on practical training courses, and in special education for people with disabilities. So, robotics really is a brilliant learning tool for people of all ages and levels and across many different subject areas. 


Host: That’s amazing – I had no idea that the use of robotics in education was so widespread. So, can you give us some examples of exactly how robotics is being used in these different areas?


Professor: Certainly. To begin with, robots are now being used in some primary schools to help teach basic concepts in science. For example, bioengineers from Stanford combined a Lego robotics kit with a cheap plastic syringe to create a robotic system that can transfer precise measurements of fluids between flasks and test tubes. These DIY robotics kits are now used by STEM students in biology lessons – they can create their own robots and then experiment on them. In this way, primary and secondary school students who want to become scientists or engineers can get hands-on experience by using these kits to build and program robots in class.


Host: Interesting. What else?


Professor: Well, robotics is also a really great way of helping students with special needs. For instance, for children with health conditions, such as life-threatening allergies, attending school can be a serious risk. And while most schoolwork can be completed at home, these students really miss out on the classroom experience. But now, thanks to technology, they’re able to attend school via video conferencing and feel part of the class. When we start thinking about robotics in these situations, things get really creative and interesting! In New York, for example, a four-foot-tall robot actually attended school in place of a student with health issues. The student was connected to the robot via video conferencing throughout the school day, so he felt much more included in the overall experience.


Host: That’s unbelievable – like something from a sci-fi movie!


Professor: I agree, it does sound a bit futuristic at first, but the truth is that we have the technology, so why not put it to good use? Robotics is also being used in higher education to great effect. For instance, in the medical field, trainee doctors can now practice complicated medical procedures on robots that are specially designed to look like the human body. They breathe and have heartbeats, for example, so they’re extremely realistic. 


Host: This all sounds fantastic! But tell me, are there any downsides to using robotics in an educational environment?


Professor: Well, unfortunately the cost is still an issue. Not all educational institutions can afford to use robots at the moment. Also, extra training is required for teachers, and some teachers are resistant to this. I understand – it’s something new and unfamiliar, so it’s more work, at least to begin with. Teachers have a hard enough job as it is and they’re already very short on time. So, the thought of having to get to grips with this new technology and put it to use in the classroom can be quite stressful for them.


Host: Do you think there’s a way to overcome these difficulties?


Professor: Definitely. As the technology continues to progress, the cost will go down, and eventually education robots will become affordable for all. The most important thing is that we provide teacher training so that these resources can be put to use as easily and effectively as possible. Even though it will be extra work for teachers to begin with, I strongly believe that incorporating robotics into their classrooms will make their jobs far easier in the long run.


Host: Fascinating! I can’t wait to see what the future of education brings. Sadly, that’s all we have time for today. Thank you again, Professor Richards, for taking the time to talk to me today.


Professor: It’s been my pleasure. 


Host: Stay tuned, listeners. We’ll be right back after these news headlines …

Listening Test 2.2 (Module 2)

A
Maria

I think very few people will own cars in the future and most of us will use public transport to get around. Something needs to be changed – that’s for sure. In the city where I live at the moment, there is so much traffic and pollution, it’s a nightmare! I always take the bus because it’s cheap and more environmentally friendly. The only annoying thing is that I often have to wait a long time for the bus to arrive. There are bus lanes in some parts of the city but not everywhere, so sometimes the bus has to use the normal road and it gets stuck in traffic. Plus, a lot of the buses are old and often break down or go very slowly. I think in the future buses will be faster and more efficient and new cities will be designed with bus lanes and wider roads everywhere.  I hope that in the future buses will be much more reliable. That would be fantastic and make life a lot easier. I think more people would use the bus service if it was a bit modernised. Of course, I also hope that all buses will become completely electric within the next five years so as not to pollute the air any more than we already have.


Rodrigo


I’m really fascinated by self-driving vehicles and I think that is where the future of public transportation lies. Human drivers can make mistakes and put people’s lives at risk. They can also be late for work, or call in sick, which causes delays to public transportation services. I can’t tell you how many times I’ve been late because a bus never showed up! Robots, on the other hand, are 100% reliable. They don’t need to take days off, and they are built to function in the most efficient way possible. Transport companies won’t have to hire and train human employees anymore. And self-driving vehicles will automatically work out the fastest routes based on live traffic updates, so travellers will never be late again. I think the vehicles themselves will also be much more modern and comfortable. Smart buses will be able to self-regulate their air-conditioning systems based on the weather and people using self-driving taxis will be able to select music they want to listen to using a voice-activated system. No more sweating at the back of a boiling hot bus or having to have awkward conversations with taxi drivers! I can’t wait for the day all buses, trains and taxis are self-driving – it’ll be so cool, like a futuristic movie!


Janet


I actually think there will be less public transport in the future. More and more people are already working from home or studying online, and this is only going to increase as communication technology progresses, so there will be less need for people to move around. Added to this, we’re all becoming much more aware of the environment and our own health, so I think when people need to travel short distances in the future, they will walk or cycle. For more long-distance travel, when it’s really necessary, I think we will use high-speed railways – bullet trains that travel at around 200 miles per hour, like the one that already exists in Japan. Wouldn’t it be fantastic to be able to travel from the North of Scotland to the South of England within an hour? Perhaps these super speedy trains will be built underground, so they won’t have to navigate around existing towns and cities. 

B
Host: Good morning listeners! I hope your morning commute is going okay. For those of you stuck in traffic, don’t worry! We have a very interesting show to keep you entertained on your way to work. Today we’re talking to engineering specialist Dr Rachel Peterson about the latest advancements in transportation technology. Welcome Dr Peterson.


Dr Peterson: Hello there!


Host: Thank you for talking to us today. So, can you explain to our listeners how transportation technology is advancing, and what changes we can expect to see in the near future?


Dr Peterson: Of course. Transportation technology is advancing all the time. Some of the changes are relatively small, but still very important, such as new safety and security functions in our cars, while other changes are much more dramatic, like driverless vehicles. 


Host: Yes, there’s been a lot in the news about driverless cars recently. What do you think of them? Are they safe and will they become popular in the future?


Dr Peterson: Those are very good questions. There are still a few issues that need to be dealt with before driverless cars become mainstream, but, overall, I would say that yes, they are safer than vehicles driven by humans. People often worry that a mechanical error in an autonomous vehicle will cause an accident, and while this is a possibility, it’s far less likely than a crash caused by human error. We all know that road accidents are still one of the biggest causes of death around the world, so clearly, there is a lot of room for improvement. 


Host: I see. So, do you think that driverless cars will soon become the norm? 


Dr Peterson: Yes, I think they will become the norm in certain industries, such as delivery and taxi services. However, most regular people will continue to drive their own cars for some time yet. For one thing, driverless cars are still very expensive. Also, a lot of people actually really enjoy driving and won’t want to give it up completely. Realistically, I think in the next ten years, we can expect to see cars with self-driving functions, like auto-pilot, that can be turned on and off as and when the driver wishes.


Host: Well, that would be very handy in some situations, like a long journey, for instance.


Dr Peterson: Exactly. If a driver felt tired, they could turn on the driverless function for a while and take a rest rather than having to pull over. It would also be handy for people who are stuck in traffic, so that they don’t have to constantly have their foot on the clutch, stopping and starting, which can be quite tiring. 


Host: Well, I’m sure many of our listeners can relate to that this morning.


Dr Peterson: Yes, the most frustrating thing about being stuck in traffic is that it feels like wasted time. But with a driverless car, or a hybrid version with a driverless function, commuters could reply to emails or even have their first videoconference while stuck in traffic.


Host: Fantastic. Are there any other advantages to self-driving cars?


Dr Peterson: Yes, they will be better for the environment.


Host: Oh, how so?


Dr Peterson: Autonomous cars are more energy-efficient because they are programmed to reach their designed fuel economy. In simple terms, they consume less gas than if a person is driving.


Host: That’s excellent news. So, what other technological advancements can we expect in terms of transportation?


Dr Peterson: Well, as I mentioned briefly before, one area in which transportation is really going to transform over the next few years is the delivery industry. You may have heard of delivery via drones, and I really think this is going to be the next big thing. 


Host: Really? What kind of delivery are we talking about here? 


Dr Peterson: Well, anything that it is physically possible for a drone to deliver, from letters and small packages, even to take-out food.


Host: Wow, that sounds great. But I guess a lot of delivery drivers will be out of work.


Dr Peterson: Well, human delivery drivers will still be required, but to a far less extent. But new technology always brings with it new types of jobs, so it’s important that we provide people with the opportunity to re-train in order to fulfil these new roles.


Host: I agree. So, are there any other advancements in transportation technology that we should be looking forward to?


Dr Peterson: Definitely. The Internet of Things is another area where there is huge potential in terms of improving transportation, particularly driving. 


Host: What do you mean?


Dr Peterson: Well, the IoT connects people and objects, so it could help with route planning, for example. Sensors in your car will communicate with GPS to work out the best route. The IoT could also revolutionise car safety and prevent accidents. Sensors in seat belts are already being developed to detect things, like the driver’s heart rate and temperature. Using this information, the car will be able to work out if the driver is tired or if they’ve been drinking alcohol. If the driver fails the sensor’s tests, the car won’t start. 


Host: Wow, that’s impressive! 


Dr Peterson: Indeed! Future cars may even be able to override the driver’s decisions in order to avoid accidents.


Host: That sounds great! It seems as though the future of transportation will be a lot more efficient and safer for everyone.


Dr Peterson: That’s the goal. 


Host: Well, that’s all we have time for today. Thank you once again for joining us, Dr Peterson. It’s been very insightful.


Dr Peterson: My pleasure. 


Host: Stay tuned listeners. We’ll be right back after these news headlines… 
Listening Test 2.3 (Module 2)

A
Joe

I love learning about different places and cultures, so for me the Internet is a great way to make friends with people from all over the world. It’s one thing reading about a place in a guidebook, but the best way to find out about a different country is to speak to someone who actually lives there. I’m going to take a gap year and travel around Europe before I go to university, so I started talking to people in travel chat rooms a few months ago. I’ve already made loads of friends online who live in different countries and they’ve given me some really handy tips about where to go and what to see. I’ve even arranged to meet up with one or two of them. We’ve spoken so much online that I feel as though I know them already, so I can’t wait to meet them in person. I know that meeting strangers can be dangerous, but if you’re sensible about it, then I guess it’s fine. I think too many people are suspicious of others these days. We should all be a bit more relaxed and open to making new friends. 


Laura


The Internet is a brilliant way to keep in touch with existing friends, but I don’t think it’s wise to form new relationships online. For one thing, how do you know the person is really who they say they are? The Internet can be a dangerous place and some people use it to manipulate and trick other people. I saw a documentary about a guy in his early twenties who spent almost a year talking to a woman online. They chatted on instant messenger every day and became very close – he even said he was in love with her! But when they eventually met up in real life, he discovered that she wasn’t anything like her online persona. She was much older and her profile picture was a completely different person. The guy was really upset and felt very embarrassed and disappointed. He’d wasted a year of his life forming a relationship with someone who basically turned out to be a fictional character. So, that definitely made me very cautious about trusting people online. I think it’s much better to meet in person so you can get to know them properly from the start. 


Sergio


There aren’t that many people at my school who share the same interests as me, but it’s super easy to find people online who like the same things that I do. In fact, I’ve made some great friends online through discussion forums and social media groups. I really love writing fan fiction of my favourite TV shows, and I’ve found a huge online community of other people who do the exact same thing. It’s really great because we can read each other’s work and give each other feedback and encouragement. We can even write chapters together, which is a lot of fun. Don’t get me wrong, my friends at school like the same TV shows as me, so we often chat about the different plots and characters, but I think they’d find it a bit strange that I write my own versions of the story. In fact, they’d probably find it weird that I write anything at all that’s not homework! I’m too nervous to show them my work in case they laugh or don’t get it, but online I feel accepted and it’s helping me to become a more confident writer. There are so many people in the world with so many different hobbies and interests – why limit yourself when you have the ability to interact with almost anyone at the click of a button?

B
Host: Hey there, listeners! Hope you’re all having a great day. On today’s podcast we’re discussing technology and modern friendship with Paul Jackson, a programmer who’s worked for some of the biggest social media companies in the world! Hi Paul, welcome to the show.


Paul: Hi! Glad to be here. 


Host: So, to start off with, do you think technology has had a big impact on modern friendship?


Paul: Oh, certainly. There is no denying that friendships and relationships in general have been hugely affected by the technological advancements of the last two decades. Technology has touched every part of our lives, especially the ways in which we communicate with those around us. 


Host: Well, I definitely agree with you there. But do you think this change has had a positive effect on our friendships?


Paul: That’s a very interesting question and not one with a straightforward answer, I’m afraid. Generally speaking, I would say that yes, technology, such as smartphones, the Internet and social media, has had a positive effect on our relationships, because it allows us to communicate with each other more quickly and easily than ever before. We can keep in touch with friends who moved away, for example, or find old friends that we have lost touch with. We can also make new friends online that share our interests. The possibilities are endless, really. 


Host: That’s true. I think we all know someone that we met or reconnected with online. The Internet can be really useful in that way. 


Paul: Indeed. Technology has offered us so many convenient ways to make and maintain friendships, and in today’s fast-paced world, I think a lot of people would have trouble doing that in real life. People are so busy these days, it can be very hard to arrange to meet up with friends, but with video calls and group chats, we can keep in touch anytime, anywhere. Far more people are also moving abroad for work, so for them meeting up with their friends in person is impossible and technology is a real lifeline. Similarly, we are now able to communicate with people all over the world, which is making us more open-minded, global citizens. 


Host: What do you mean?


Paul: Well, for example, many young people have cyber pals, like a pen friend but online. They help each other with language skills and talk about their different cultures and interests. The Internet has made it possible for us to have friendships with people who are completely different from us, and this in turn makes us all more well-rounded people, which in my opinion can only be a positive thing. 


Host: That’s a good point. But what would you say to those people that think technology is actually having a negative effect on friendship? 


Paul: Well, that’s why I said there wasn’t a straightforward answer to your initial question. The people who worry about the impact that technology is having on human interaction and relationships also make some good points. For instance, young people nowadays may base their idea of friendship on superficial ‘likes’ and ‘shares’ online, rather than truly important things like loyalty, kindness, and spending time together in the real world. I do worry about these young kids that have hundreds or even thousands of ‘friends’ or followers online. I imagine that many of them spend way too much time on social media and are in fact isolating themselves, rather than making long-lasting, meaningful friendships. 


Host: I have to agree with you there. So, often these days when I see groups of people out in public together, they’re all staring at their individual phone screens rather than talking and laughing with each other. It’s pretty disturbing, actually.  


Paul: Yes, this widespread addiction to technology is having a negative impact on our face-to-face interactions, for sure. And it’s not just affecting teenagers. Couples and families are also spending less quality time together. 


Host: So, what would you suggest? How do we keep the positive parts of technology without the negative?


Paul: Well, I think it’s all about teaching the younger generation the value of true friendship and working hard to maintain it. Technology has caused some of us to become lazy in some ways. We can get almost anything we want at the touch of a button, so we don’t feel the need to put much effort in. This can be said for the way many people treat friendship too. Why bother spending time with one or two people when you can chat to hundreds of people online whenever you want? If you fall out with a close friend, why bother trying to make up when you can just find new friends online? Well, this attitude is the problem and it’s something that we all need to be aware of.

Host: Yes, for sure. What about those people that think we should restrict the amount of technology we use, or even get rid of our smartphones altogether?


Paul: I think getting rid of our smartphones and social media accounts completely is a bit extreme and maybe unrealistic. Like I mentioned before, there are many positive aspects to these things. But I definitely agree that setting restrictions on how many hours of screen time you have a day is a great way to maintain a sense of balance in your life and give yourself time to focus on other things, like real-world friendships.


Host: I completely agree.  Well, that’s all we have time for today. Thanks again for joining us, Paul, it’s been fascinating. 


Paul: Thanks for having me.
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