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Reading

Read the text.
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A.
Match the ideas in column A with the corresponding paragraph in column B. Two of the paragraphs do not apply.


A
B
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Step into the world of TV
Paragraph 2
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No need to wait
Paragraph 3




Paragraph 4





Paragraph 5
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B.
For questions (1-5), choose the correct option (A, B, C or D).

1
What is the main purpose of the article?



A
to discuss how TV will develop in the future 
C
to promote different streaming services


B
to explain the history of TV
D
to warn people about their personal data being collected


2
How are TVs now different from what they were in the past?



A
The shows are in black and white. 
C
There are only a few channels available.


B
TV sets are square and heavy.
D
TV screens are much bigger.


3
“On-demand” means that viewers 



A
may only subscribe to one network. 
C
must pay extra to watch certain shows.


B
have to wait for episodes to be aired.
D
can decide when to watch a show.


4
Interactive TV shows allow viewers to 



A
create their own shows. 
C
meet the show’s characters in real life.


B
make decisions that affect a show’s story.
D
pause and replay shows when they want. 


5
In the future, people watching TV will use a 



A
remote control. 
C
VR headset.



B
smartphone.
D
pair of glasses.
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C.
Match each word in column A with the word in column B that can replace in the text. Two of the options do not apply.

A
B
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look (ℓ. 6)
1
appearance
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look (ℓ. 12)
2
browse
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look (ℓ. 21)
3
notice




4
seem




5
identify
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D.
Answer the following questions.


1
How can TV streaming services personalise the viewing experience?


2
What is the writer’s attitude towards the future of TV?
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Vocabulary


E.
Fill in: production, vacuum, mankind, satellite, charger.

1
The future of ………........……….. is at risk because of climate change.


2
There is not only one communications ………........……….. in orbit around the Earth; there are over 1000.


3
Fast fashion, the mass ………........……….. of cheap clothing is damaging the environment.


4
I want to buy a robot ………........……….. so that I don’t have to sweep the floors so often.


5
This wireless ………........……….. is great – you’ll never run out of battery again!
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F.
Fill in: monitor, browse, charge, stream, connect.

1
Sam can’t …………...…….. to the Wi-Fi – does he have the correct password?


2
Janet likes to …………...…….. travel websites in her spare time. 


3
I need to …………...…….. my laptop before the video conference. 


4
This website lets you …………...…….. hundreds of films and TV shows for a small monthly subscription fee. 


5
Many parents …………...…….. their children’s online activity. 
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Grammar


G.
Put the words in brackets into the present perfect simple or the present perfect continuous.

1
Rachel ……………....................…………… (already/leave) the office, but you can contact her via email. 


2
……………....................…………… (you/ever/be) to an e-sports event? 


3
You ……………....................…………… (play) with the VR headset for two hours – it’s time to take a break.


4
Kieran ……………....................…………… (graduate) with a degree in Communication Technology.


5
Laura ……………....................…………… (not/buy) a new smartphone yet; she’s waiting for the latest model to go on sale.
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H.
Put the words in brackets into the present perfect simple, the present perfect continuous or the past simple.

1
………………............………… (you/travel) by high-speed rail before?


2
Last weekend, Jessie and I ………………............………… (upload) our first travel vlog.


3
William ………………............………… (cycle) to work since he sold his car. 


4
I ………………............………… (never/visit) Tokyo. I’d love to one day.


5
Harris ………………............………… (not/go) home yet; he’s just finishing his report. 
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Writing


I.
An online technology magazine has asked its readers to submit reviews about a computer game they enjoy playing. Write a review for a computer game that you frequently play (120-150 words).
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Next Generation Television


Since the TV first became commercially available in the 1940s, there have been many dramatic changes and improvements. While televisions used to be small and box-like, they’re now high-tech wide-screened devices. In the past, there were only a few channels to choose from, and the visual quality of the black and white broadcasts was often poor. Today, we have thousands of viewing options at our fingertips, and the shows we watch are brought to life in vivid colours and high-resolution. So, as technology continues to advance, what does the future of television look like?





First of all, streaming and on-demand services will continue to grow in popularity. In today’s fast-paced world, viewers don’t want to wait for the next episode of their favourite show to air at a specific time – they want to be in control of when they watch it. That’s why streaming services are already so popular. In fact, there are almost 300 different streaming services available in the USA today, and many of them are specialised, meaning they only show content from one network, or from a particular genre. This makes it so easy for viewers – all they have to do is turn on their TV, look through the options, and click to watch whatever they want. So, as streaming continues to be the most popular choice for TV fans, traditional cable subscriptions might soon become a thing of the past.





Secondly, watching TV will be a much more immersive experience in the future. Viewers will be able to participate in the show or film they’re watching, interact with the characters, and have an impact on the story’s plot and ending. Interactive shows like this have already become available on Netflix (Black Mirror, You vs. Wild), and are set to not only increase in quantity, but also improve in quality in the near future. Viewers will be able to wear virtual reality headsets that enable them to feel like they’re inside a show or film, watching it as though they are right there with the characters. It will also become possible for us to buy things that we see on TV instantly. Perhaps you really liked the look of those trendy glasses that your favourite character was wearing, or the latest smartphone she was using. Well, you’ll soon be able to buy these things for yourself – simply by pressing a button on your TV’s remote control.





Furthermore, TV in the future will become more personalised, so viewers will be able to watch exactly what they want without having to pay for anything extra. At the moment, viewers often have to subscribe to a variety of different streaming services in order to be able to watch all the shows they’re interested in. However, we will soon be able to create our own packages in which all of our favourite shows are included. Have you ever wondered why streaming services record your viewing history? They use it to create individual viewing recommendations, and the algorithms involved in this process are only going to become more sophisticated in the future. Our personal data will be used to create ‘smart content’, which will be completely aimed at the person who is watching the TV at any given moment.





An increase in streaming services, as well as a more immersive and personalised viewing experience, are just a few of the amazing developments we can expect to see in TV in the near future. Who knows, perhaps you’ll be grabbing a VR headset instead of a bag of popcorn the next time you sit down to watch a film!
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