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Reading

Read the text.
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A.
Match the ideas in column A with the corresponding paragraph in column B. Two of the paragraphs do not apply.


A
B
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The difficulty of travelling for older people
Paragraph 2
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Cheaper virtual holidays
Paragraph 3




Paragraph 4





Paragraph 5
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B.
For questions (1-5), choose the correct option (A, B, C or D).

1
In the future, VR tourism will 


A
be more popular than VR education. 
C
offer more than traditional holidays.


B
become more technologically advanced.
D
create a digital world for tourists.


2
One of the benefits of VR tours is that 


A
they give a realistic impression of a place. 
C
the content is easily accessible.


B
they do not cost anything.
D
they show the best destinations.


3
The author thinks elderly people 


A
are nervous about travelling. 
C
do not need to experience new places.



B
prefer different destinations to younger people.
D
appreciate holidays.


4
We learn that Angkor Wat 


A
is free to visit. 
C
is not open to everyone.


B
is affected by mass tourism.
D
needs to close to the public.


5
The writer predicts that 


A
virtual holidays will offer new experiences. 
C
VR will not be able to copy every experience.


B
technology will let us go to inaccessible places.
D
VR tourism could replace traditional holidays.
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C.
Match each word in column A with the word in column B that can replace it in the text. Two of the options do not apply.

A
B
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try (ℓ. 11)
1
test
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try (ℓ. 21)
2
attempt
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try (ℓ. 29)
3
taste




4
experience




5
put
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D.
Answer the following questions.


1
What is the author’s attitude towards VR tourism? 


2
Who would benefit the most from this kind of technology?
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Vocabulary


E.
Fill in: improvements, satellite, transport, spacecraft, advancements.

1
NASA launched a new .............................. to collect information about Mars.


2
Electric cars are a more environmentally-friendly means of .............................. .


3
Astronauts may be sent to Mars on a(n) .............................. by the year 2040.


4
There have been important .............................. in VR technology in the last ten years.


5
Engineers need to make some minor .............................. to the robotic arm or it won’t work.
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F.
Fill in: mission, technique, pedestrian, organic, pollutant.

1
Did you know that water filters were first invented for a NASA space ..............................?


2
Eco cities will grow .............................. crops which will not need dangerous chemicals.


3
The cities of the future will have .............................. space on the roofs of skyscrapers so people can go for walks or exercise.


4
The company was responsible for a dangerous .............................. getting into the river.


5
AR technology can help doctors safely develop a new .............................. for surgeries.
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Grammar


G.
Put the words in brackets into the future simple, be going to or present simple.

1
I want to buy a robot vacuum as soon as the shop ......................................... (open).


2
When the software finishes updating, ......................................... (you/let) me know?


3
I won’t learn to drive until they ......................................... (design) eco-friendly cars.


4
Perhaps Sarah ......................................... (join) the Robotics Club next year. 


5
Nell ......................................... (do) an internship before university. She’s already applied for it.
 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 




H.
Put the words in brackets into the future simple, be going to, present simple or present continuous.

1
The website ....................................... (update) itself at midnight on Fridays.


2
Oh no! The robot arm has stopped working. I ....................................... (go) and fix it. 


3
You’re only on 1% battery so your phone ....................................... (not/work) for much longer. 


4
Don’t stand so close to people wearing the VR headset or they ....................................... (walk) into you.


5
....................................... (you/go) on the school trip to the Air and Space Museum, tomorrow? 
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Writing


I.
You have had a class discussion about the importance of space expeditions. Your teacher has asked you to write an essay about it giving your opinion (120-150 words).
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Next VR Destination: Tourism


With the rise of virtual reality in the fields of entertainment and education, the obvious next step is tourism. We have the technology to capture 360 images of destinations in high definition and convert them into a virtual world where users can zoom in and out, move around and even interact with their environment. All VR tourists have to do is put on a headset and they can be transported anywhere in the world.





The biggest advances in VR tourism so far have been in the world of advertising. Until now, tourists have browsed the Net in search of the perfect destination. Travel can be expensive, and tourists want a guarantee that they’re spending their money on a quality product. However, it is all too easy to fake positive reviews and manipulate images to make a place appear more ideal. With VR technology, travel agencies can allow their customers to check out a destination before they arrive by giving them a virtual tour of the hotel. Users can access the video content online or try on a headset at a travel agency for an immersive experience. 





VR tourism has also had some success in care facilities for the elderly. Travel can be difficult for older people, many of whom have health conditions or limited mobility that prevent them from getting round. However, elderly people still like to explore the world and experience new things. VR headsets in care homes have given residents the opportunity to take holidays without any of the risks of actually travelling. 





For some, the biggest step in VR tourism is that it allows visitors to experience some of the greatest places on Earth. For example, you can take a tour of the ancient temple Angkor Wat in Cambodia using online video content for free. The main advantage here is that VR tourists do not disturb these places so we can try to preserve them. Many conservationists are concerned about the impact of mass tourism on historical sites and areas of natural beauty. Angkor Wat itself is damaged from all the tourists walking through its grounds and touching its walls. VR technology allows us to keep these sites open to the public while protecting them at the same time.





But could VR technology replace traditional holidays for good? Although VR tourism has a lot to offer, such as 360 views, access to any place at any time and all at a much lower cost than a normal holiday, it cannot replace an actual travel experience. The technology is not sophisticated enough to let us smell, touch or taste anything we come across. Some of the main appeals of travelling are the chance to try new cuisine and swim in the sea and enjoy the warm weather. Perhaps it is better to see VR tourism as something which works well alongside traditional travel, rather than as something which will replace it completely.
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