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Reading

Read the text.
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A.
Match the ideas in column A with the corresponding paragraph in column B. Two of the paragraphs do not apply.


A
B






 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Google becomes the most popular search engine
Paragraph 2
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How popular Google is
Paragraph 3




Paragraph 4





Paragraph 5
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B.
Match each word in column A with the word in column B that can replace it in the text. Two of the options do not apply.

A
B



 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



made (ℓ. 14)
1
created
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made (ℓ. 16)
2
became
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made (ℓ. 23)
3
produced




4
caused




5
earned
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C
Read the following paragraph about the history of search engines. Five sentences have been removed from it. From the sentences (1-6), choose the one which fits each gap 
(a-e). One of the sentences does not apply.

Have you ever heard of a website called Ask.com? If you’re an Internet user, you probably have. 
[image: image8] It was launched in 1996 by Garrett Gruener and David Warthen. 
[image: image9] That’s why they chose the character of Jeeves – a helpful servant from the book series ‘Jeeves and Wooster’ – to be their name and logo. Ask Jeeves operated by using ‘natural language processing’. 
[image: image10] That made it very easy to use. Ask Jeeves remained popular until the mid-2000s when Google became the most popular search engine. 
[image: image11] By 2010, they had stopped being a search engine. Nowadays, Ask.com is still popular and is the 128th most visited website in the world. 
[image: image12] You could say that without Ask Jeeves, we wouldn’t have Alexa or Siri.


1
Since Google had taken a lot of their users, Ask Jeeves decided to focus on answering questions and changed their name to ‘Ask.com’.


2
The two creators wanted Ask Jeeves to be user-friendly, so they designed it in such a way so that people could search for information by asking simple questions.


3
That was a kind of software that allowed computer programs to read and understand natural language.


4
But did you know that at first it was called ‘Ask Jeeves’ and it was one of the world’s oldest search engines?


5
Internet users liked the way the search engine answered questions like a human being would.


6
More importantly, the software that made it successful in the first place is now used in virtual personal assistants.
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D.
Answer the following questions.


1
What were the problems with earlier search engines?


2
How did Google manage to become the most popular search engine?

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Vocabulary


E.
Choose the correct answer.


1
Mountains can be a barrier/broadband to Internet in some places.


2
Betty bought a new hard drive with more storage/supply space.


3
Protecting people’s privacy online is a legal event/issue.


4
The school got enough funding to buy a new computer suite/data.


5
Our Internet has poor support/connectivity during bad weather.
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F.
Choose the correct answer.


1
The town will invest/distribute more money into communication satellites.


2
I can’t help thinking on/of all the people who still don’t have Internet.


3
There is a digital/central divide between the rich and poor communities of this town.


4
If you want to view the content on this website, you need to allow media/cookies.


5
According to a recent project/study, 9% of British children don’t have Internet access.
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Grammar


G.
Choose the correct answer.


1
Phone books are not being/have not been used anymore.


2
The videos he uploads are viewed/were viewed by thousands of people.


3
Is your computer connected/been connected to the school Wi-Fi?


4
Smartphones in the future have been designed/will be designed to allow people to play VR games.


5
This exercise app was made by/with state-of-the-art software.
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H.
Choose the correct answer (A, B, C or D).


1
Zoom ….. the most popular video conferencing app.



A
said to be 
C
is said to be



B
be said to
D
is said that


2
It ….. that hundreds of languages will disappear.



A
was believed 
C
believes



B
will be believed
D
is believed


3
Everyone in the world ….. get Internet access in the future.



A
is expected to 
C
expected to



B
will be expected to
D
expecting to


4
When Becky moved into her new house, she ….. solar panels installed.


A
has 
C
had been



B
had
D
is having


5
The football team ….. their match broadcast live on Saturday.


A
has 
C
have



B
is having
D
had
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Writing


I.
Your teacher has asked you to write an essay presenting the pros and cons of using social media. Write your essay (120-150 words).
	INTRODUCTION

Para 1: present the topic
	..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

	MAIN BODY

Para 2: two arguments for & reasons/justifications
	..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

	Para 3: two arguments against & reasons/justifications
	..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

	CONCLUSION

Para 4: summarise arguments; express your opinion
	..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................
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Before Google … what?


92% of all searches are done on Google. That’s around 40,000 searches a second or 3.5 billion a year. In fact, Google is so synonymous with search engines that its name has become a verb that means ‘to search online’. But it may surprise you to learn that Google was not one of the first search engines. There were many others before it took over.





The first search engines arrived in the 80s. Before that, users had to search themselves by looking at each page until they found what they wanted. This could take a long time and users might not even get a result. Alan Emtage, a Canadian student, noticed this problem and it inspired him to create Archie. Now widely considered the world’s first search engine, Archie let students search by file name. Although students needed to know which files already existed, and couldn’t search for specific information, it was a major breakthrough. Shortly after, more search engines were set up. Veronica was created to perform the same function for text files followed by Gopher, which finally let users search for information. From there, all other search engines were developed. This has led Emtage to call Archie ‘the great grandfather of Google’. Despite his achievement, Emtage never patented Archie so he has not made any money for his work.





More advanced search engines came along in the early 90s with the introduction of the Web. Tim Berners-Lee, the inventor of the World Wide Web, made his own search engine, called the WWW Virtual Library. However, it was actually a collection of links put together by people, not computer programs. Users could submit their own websites to the library and also suggest categories for them. The first real search engines of the 90s were JumpStation, RBSE and the World Wide Web Worm which used programs known as ‘spiders’ or ‘robots’ to find information for their databases. The most successful one was Webcrawler, which searched inside web pages. Unfortunately, it was so well liked that it often crashed as the large number of users was slowing it down.





New search engines were developed into the 90s until Google made it big. Altavista was one of the most popular as it was fast and covered most of the Web. It also looked more like the search engines we use today. Some think it could easily have become as successful as Google in time. There was also Ask Jeeves, named after a popular book character, which answered both searches for questions and keywords. The creators wanted something more human so they modelled their search engine on a helpful servant – not unlike personal assistants, such as Alexa and Siri today. This all ended when Google was launched in 1998 and beat the competition. Google won by having one simple feature, ranking pages by how relevant they were;, that earned it the loyalty of most Internet users.





Since the Internet started in the 70s, many search engines have come and gone. Some of them, for example Ask Jeeves, still exist in one form or another. Others have shut down completely and only have historical significance. However, they were all necessary to get us to where we are today. Without Emtage’s Archie, or Berners-Lee’s WWW Virtual Library, we wouldn’t have Google. Their contribution to the Internet has been vital.
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