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Reading

Read the text.
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A.
Match the ideas in column A with the corresponding paragraph in column B. Two of the paragraphs do not apply.


A
B






 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Net neutrality is an issue that has caused a lot of disagreement
Paragraph 2


 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Net neutrality means ISPs earn less money and have less control
Paragraph 3




Paragraph 4





Paragraph 5
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B.
For questions (1-5), choose the correct option (A, B, C or D). 


1
The main purpose of the article is to



A
give a detailed history of the Open Internet.



B
discuss the pros and cons of the Open Internet.



C
encourage people to support the Open Internet.



D
highlight the negative side of the Open Internet.


2
The rules of the Open Internet were cancelled in



A
2015.


B
2018.


C
2019.


D
2021.

3
Net neutrality rules affect



A
ISPs and Internet users in a different way.



B
ISPs and Internet users in the same way.



C
ISPs only. 



D
Internet users only.


4
With an Open Internet,



A
users are protected from dangerous content. 



B
the content that Internet users see online is controlled.



C
rich people have better Internet access. 



D
ISPs cannot charge more money for a faster service.


5
What is the writer’s attitude towards the Open Internet?



A
enthusiastic



B
negative



C
neutral



D
hopeful 
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C.
Match each word in column A with the word or phrase they refer to in column B. Two of the options do not apply.


A
B



 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



it (ℓ. 7)
1
the Internet


 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



it (ℓ. 17)
2
data access
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it (ℓ. 31)
3
special treatment




4
net neutrality




5
dangerous content
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D.
Answer the following questions.


1
What is the Open Internet?


2
How do net neutrality rules affect ISPs financially?
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Vocabulary


E.
Fill in: institution, gap, association, privacy, hotspot.


1
There is still a gender ……………………….. in terms of the average salaries of men and women. 


2
We need to make sure that people’s ……………………….. is protected online. 


3
If you want to find out more about a particular educational ……………………….. before you apply, I recommend doing some research online. 


4
How can I create a mobile Wi-Fi ……………………….. using my smartphone? 


5
The Working Women’s ……………………….. was formed in New York in 1868. 
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F.
Fill in: cooperate, icon, knowledge, bridge, platform.


1
The Internet can be a great source of …………………….., but you have to be careful for fake news.


2
The social media company has agreed to …………………….. with the police in order to find the missing person.


3
Which social media …………………….. is your favourite? 


4
This tiny …………………….. is called an emoji – there are hundreds of them to express different feelings. 


5
How can we help to …………………….. the digital divide in our community? 
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Grammar


G.
Rewrite the sentences in the passive. Omit the agent where possible.


1
Is the technician repairing your laptop right now? 



Is 



2
Jim sent me a message an hour ago. 



I 



3
The newspaper reported that the company had released a new language app. 



The company 



4
They haven’t offered me the job yet.



The job
 


5
We expect that they will fix Paula’s phone soon.



It 
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H.
Rewrite the sentences in the causative form.

1
Louis replaced my broken phone screen for me.



I 



2
Their IT technician will install the new software.



They 



3
Olive regularly cleans Hayley’s office.



Hayley 



4
A top website designer is creating our new company website.



We 



5
Emma may upgrade her data package soon.



Emma 
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Writing


I.
Your teacher has asked you to write an essay presenting the pros and cons of learning a foreign language online. Write your essay (120-150 words).
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Open Internet: Are you for or against it?


Network neutrality, also known as the Open Internet, is the idea that all data on the Internet should be treated equally by Internet Service Providers (ISPs). With an Open Internet, all ISPs have to give the same level of data access and speed to all users, so traffic to one website cannot be slowed down or blocked. Under net neutrality rules, ISPs are not allowed to make special agreements with certain websites to give them improved network access or speed. Simply put, an Open Internet is designed to be equal for all. While net neutrality might sound like something that everyone would be in favour of, it is actually a highly debated topic. So, in order to make up our own minds about this issue, the history, as well as the pros and cons of network neutrality must be considered.





Net neutrality rules were first approved in 2015. These rules stopped ISPs from deliberately speeding up or slowing down traffic to or from specific websites, so they had no control over what users did or did not see online, and could not favour or help one website over another. However, the Open Internet did not last long. In 2018, net neutrality rules were cancelled, and this came into effect in early 2019. Today, the debate over the pros and cons of an Open Internet continues. Net neutrality affects Internet users and ISPs very differently, so there are a lot of arguments both for and against it. 





Those in favour of net neutrality argue that the Internet should be accessible to everyone and that those who provide it should not give special treatment and faster data to some users. From the consumers’ point of view, net neutrality means that ISPs cannot control the Internet. As a result, the Open Internet is a fair place where no one receives special treatment because they have more money. Without net neutrality, ISPs can slow down the websites of small businesses that cannot afford to pay for a faster service. If accessing high-quality content online becomes something that only the wealthy can afford, social inequality will increase. Another positive aspect to net neutrality is that it protects freedom of speech. ISPs should not be able to block content or slow down webpages just because they do not like or agree with them. Without net neutrality rules, there is nothing to stop ISPs from hiding online content.





However, while net neutrality protects Internet users, it is not such a great thing for ISPs, because the government can control how they do their business, and even stop them from gaining extra income. This has negative consequences, because if ISPs cannot charge more, they cannot invest money into improving their services, such as expanding high-speed networks to rural areas. Another negative aspect of the Open Internet is that dangerous, offensive, or illegal content is accessible to everyone online and it is difficult to monitor or remove. If we get rid of net neutrality rules, ISPs can filter dangerous content and make the Internet a safer place. 





It is clear, therefore, that there are both positive and negative aspects to an Open Internet. On the one hand, net neutrality creates a more equal, fairer Internet that is accessible to everyone. On the other hand, it prevents ISPs from making money that could be used to improve their services, and it stops them from being able to keep the Internet safe. With strong arguments both for and against, it seems the debate over net neutrality is set to continue for a long time. So, now you have the facts, what do you think? Are you for or against the Open Internet?
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