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Listening Test 4.1 (Module 4)

A
Lucy

My main ambition for the future is to do something that really makes a difference. You only have to turn on the news for five minutes to see how much injustice there is in the world. For example, a lot of people are living in poverty, or are forced to leave their home countries due to war. It just seems so unfair to me that the rich can afford luxuries like expensive sports cars and huge mansions, while other people don’t even have enough food, clean water, or even a roof over their heads. Animals also have a really hard time, and don’t even get me started on the environment! There are so many problems in today’s world and I believe it is the responsibility of the younger generations to do something about it. When I finish school, I plan to take a gap year and do some volunteering abroad. Then I want to go to university to study law. I’m not sure yet if I want to become a human rights lawyer, or work in international development, but whatever I do, it’ll be something that helps people. I think far too many people just do what they think is best for them these days, turning a blind eye whenever they see something unpleasant because it doesn’t affect them personally. Well, not me. I want to face these problems head on and try to make the world a better place for everyone. 



Tim


My number one goal for the future is to see the world. I absolutely love travelling and adventure, so as soon as I graduate from university, I plan to take some time out to travel. I think travelling is an important part of discovering who you are and what you want from life. Getting out of your comfort zone, meeting new people, and experiencing different cultures is a great way to learn and grow as a person. I grew up in a small town, and even though I’ve now moved into the city for university, I know there’s still a much bigger world out there waiting for me. My dream would be to work and live abroad long term, or to get a job that allows me to visit lots of different places regularly. I know some people find travelling stressful, but I find it exciting! There’s nothing like arriving in a brand-new place where nothing is familiar. Whenever I go to a new country, I love trying the different foods, learning some of the language, and chatting to the locals. You can learn so much about a place by talking to someone who’s from there, and it’s much more interesting than just reading about it in a guide book or online. I think travelling makes us more open-minded and adaptable people and we should all do more of it! I know I never want to settle down in one place, that’s for sure. 


Patricia


For me, being successful in my career and earning a good salary are important ambitions. I want to get a job that pays really well so I can afford to live the kind of life that I dream of. I’m good at mathematics, so I’ll probably study Economics at university and get a job in Finance. I’m very ambitious, so once I get a job, I plan to work my way up the ladder and get promoted every few years. After all, what’s the point of doing something if you’re not going to try to be the best at it? I love the idea of having a big office and an assistant, wearing a smart suit and having lunch meetings with clients in fancy restaurants – it all sounds so glamorous! If I get a job with a good salary, I’ll also be able to earn enough money to buy my own home. I’d love to have a city flat to start with, and then buy a house in the suburbs later on. One day I’d like to have a big family, maybe three or four kids, and it’s important to me that I’m able to provide for them. I’d want to send my children to a good school, for example, in order to give them the best possible start in life. It’s important to think about the future. I know people say that money isn’t everything, but the way I see it, the more money you have, the more control you have over your own life and happiness. That’s why having a good career and earning a lot of money are my main priorities for the future.

B
Host: Hey there listeners! On today’s show, we’re interviewing local teen, Jean Willis. She’s only sixteen, but she’s already made a big splash in the world of street art. In fact, she’s got thousands of online followers and has just won a national competition for her latest artwork, a 10ft mural entitled ‘Plugged in, Switched off’ – one of twelve pieces she created last year. Welcome Jean! Thanks for being here today.


Jean: Hello! Thanks for having me.


Host: You’ve become famous for addressing important social and environmental issues through your art. Can you tell us a bit more about this? In particular, what influences you? 


Jean: Of course. A lot of people have described my art as being very ‘busy’, and I get that – there is a lot going on in each piece. This reflects what I feel to be the fast pace of modern life and the way we are all constantly being bombarded by digital media – ads, news, notifications, messages, emails, shares, and likes. All this noise is distracting us from the things that really matter – family, relationships, and nature. So, I guess that I’m influenced by digital technology and its effects on people, as well as the natural world and the impact we have on it. 


Host: Wow, those are some pretty big themes, especially for someone as young as yourself. Can you tell our listeners a bit more about how you started out as an artist, and what has shaped your journey so far?


Jean: Sure. I have always loved drawing and painting, but it wasn’t until a few years ago that I began to deal with current issues through my work. I guess like all teens I started to discover what interests me and what I really care about. When I moved from primary to secondary school, I was really excited to make new friends and have new experiences, but it wasn’t exactly what I had been expecting. I didn’t have a mobile phone at the time, but the majority of the other kids did. I felt like a bit of an outsider and I couldn’t understand why everyone was so obsessed with being online. 


Host: So, was it that sense of isolation that inspired you to start making street art?


Jean: Yes, definitely. I just couldn’t understand what everyone found so great about staring at a screen. To begin with, my art was quite one-sided – anti-technology I guess you could say. But I quickly realised that I needed to learn more about what it is that people love about technology, so I started to do a lot of research, asking the other kids at school about their online habits. That’s when my art really started to develop. I became less critical and started to explore different points of view. 


Host: Fascinating. So, what else has influenced you?


Jean: Well, now that I’m older and have my own smartphone, I try to turn my screen time into a kind of research too. I explore different apps, websites and forums, and interact with lots of different people online, to see how it makes me feel and how it impacts the rest of my life. Then I create art to reflect this. 


Host: Wonderful. So, you’re not still anti-technology?


Jean: No. I see my earlier work as being a bit immature in that way. Now my art is more complex; in other words, it doesn’t have a simple ‘right’ or ‘wrong’ message. It’s about looking at both the positive and negative aspects of the digital world, and how it relates to relationships and the environment.


Host: I see. The environment seems to be a very important theme in your work. Can you tell us a bit more about how you got into that? 


Jean: I watched a few really striking documentaries about climate change, and they made a big impression on me. After that, I began to do my own reading online. Famous young activists, such as Greta Thunberg, have really influenced me to spread the green message. I think, for my generation, this is such a huge topic because it is going to directly impact our future. 


Host: Indeed. Now, before we finish, is there anyone or anything else that has influenced you and your artwork? 


Jean: Yes, my parents have had a massive impact on me. They’re very forward-thinking, creative and open-minded people. They’ve always encouraged me to be aware of the world around me but also to think outside of the box. They’re practical yet imaginative, and this has really shaped me. 


Host: Well, they sound like wonderful people. 


Jean: They are. Hey mum and dad!


Host: Thank you Jean, I’m sure you’ve inspired our listeners today. 


Jean: Thank you, I’ve enjoyed being here. 


Host: That’s all we have time for today. If you’d like to keep up-to-date with Jean and her artwork you can follow her on social media. Next up, the weather… 

Listening Test 4.2 (Module 4)

A
Bill

My favourite thing to do in my free time is to play computer games. In fact, I’m a complete gaming addict! I love playing online games because I can play them with people from all over the world. I’ve made some good friends through online gaming, and I’ve even learned some words in different languages! My parents don’t understand gaming; they think it’s a waste of time and that I should go outside and do sports instead. I kind of understand where they’re coming from, it’s probably not healthy to spend as much time on the computer as I do, but I think there are a lot of positive things about gaming that people don’t realise. For instance, since I’ve started playing online, I’ve become much better at working as part of a team and problem-solving. I’ve also developed really fast reaction speeds and hand-eye coordination skills. These days, a lot of games are very complex and you really have to think deeply about what strategy to take in order to win. I’ve also learned to be a better loser. I used to get so annoyed if I lost a game but now, I just think about how I can improve to do better next time. My dream is to get a job designing games. That way I could combine my hobby and my career. 


Adam

I have a lot of different interests that I like to pursue in my spare time. To begin with, I love cooking and baking, so at the weekends, I will usually cook dinner for my family or bake a cake. I’ve even started a food blog where I post my recipes. I decided to start the blog because another one of my hobbies is photography. I used to just take a picture of the food I had made once I was finished, but now I take pictures while I’m cooking too, so I can show my readers the whole process. It’s really fun and a great way to combine my two favourite things. I also love reading, so I always try to read for an hour or so each evening. Recently, my friends and I started a book club. We meet once every two weeks to discuss a book, and I always take some freshly baked cakes with me for everyone to try. I love the book club because it’s a great way of turning reading into a social activity. And it’s forced me to read books that I might not necessarily have chosen to read otherwise. For example, I used to only read fiction, mainly classical stuff, but since we started the book club, I’ve discovered that I really love modern memoirs too. Talking about books with other people also helps me to better understand them, or to see things in the story that I didn’t notice before. 


Catherine 

I’m really sporty, so in my leisure time I love to get outdoors and be active. My favourite sport is football, and I’m part of a five-a-side team that meets every Wednesday and Saturday. There is nothing like the feeling when you score the winning goal for your team – it’s such a rush. I also love to swim, so I often go to the local pool on Sundays and do laps. Swimming is a great way to keep fit without pushing the body too hard. After football, my muscles are often a bit stiff and sore, but getting in the pool always makes me feel better. Recently, I also started hiking with my dad. At first, I wasn’t very interested – I thought walking up a hill sounded boring, but I was wrong! My dad is really into nature and he knows the names of all the animals and plants that we see during our hikes, so I’ve learned a lot on our walks. Hiking is also a lot more demanding than I imagined, and our regular mountain walks have really helped me build up my fitness. I think I’m a lot faster in the pool and on the pitch because of it. A lot of my friends go to the gym to keep fit, but I don’t think I’d enjoy that. Why spend your time in a room full of people and machines when you could be outdoors enjoying nature and getting exercise at the same time? 

B
Host: Hi listeners, hope you’re all having a good day out there. We have Dr Ross Roberts, an expert in education and sociology, in the studio with us today to talk about the importance of lifelong learning for society. Welcome Dr Roberts!



Dr Roberts: Hi there! Thanks for having me.


Host: So, before we get into why lifelong learning is important, could you explain to our listeners what lifelong learning is?


Dr Roberts: Of course. Lifelong learning is exactly what it sounds like – learning throughout your lifetime, not just when you’re at school or university. There are many different short courses out there, both practical and more theory based. You can study online or in-person. Basically, if you are interested in something and want to learn more about it, or if you want to improve your skills in a certain area, there is certainly a lifelong learning course that’s suitable for you. 


Host: And can anyone do these courses, or do you have to be a particular age? 


Dr Roberts: The beauty of lifelong learning courses is that they’re open to anyone who is interested in them. It doesn’t matter if you’re 16 or 60 years old – if you want to learn, you can. Many middle-aged people turn to these types of courses to improve their skills and progress in their jobs or even change careers. There are many skills that are necessary in everyday life that we aren’t necessarily taught in school, such as how to be an effective communicator, or how to give impressive presentations. These can be taught through lifelong learning courses. 


Host: That sounds great. So, it’s clear already that lifelong learning is beneficial for the individual, but what we are really interested in is the effect continued learning can have on society as a whole. 


Dr Roberts: I have to say that the effect is extremely positive. We are becoming a more efficient and productive workforce, as people who have completed lifelong learning courses are better able to communicate and express their ideas. I also think that when people are given the opportunity to pursue their interests and better themselves, they become much happier individuals. This has a positive effect on society because happier individuals are more motivated and enthusiastic, both at work and in their personal lives. 


Host: I see. Could you give us a more specific example? 


Dr Roberts: Of course. I have spent the last year interviewing people about this topic, as research for my book, so I have a lot of case studies at hand. Many of the people I interviewed were in their late 30s to early 50s. They had often been in the same job for many years and felt bored or unsatisfied. It had been a long time since they’d challenged themselves, and a lot of them were lacking confidence to take the next step in life – such as going after a promotion or a new job. This made them unhappy generally.


Host: So, how did lifelong learning help?


Dr Roberts: Well, it helped in many ways actually. First of all, simply by deciding to do a course and signing up, the interviewees felt like they’d made a positive step towards self-improvement, and this gave them a sense of control and pride. Secondly, the skills they acquired on the course, both hard and soft, helped them to improve their lives, by performing better at work or getting a new job. Thirdly, many interviewees said they gained confidence by doing something new and interacting with different people. And finally, all of these led to the interviewees feeling happier and more creative in their personal lives. A lot of them experienced unexpected outcomes after completing their course.


Host: How do you mean?


Dr Roberts: Well, they improved their performance at work and found the confidence and motivation to take up new hobbies, or try new life-enriching things, like volunteering or joining a club.


Host: Who would have thought that all of that could be gained by simply taking a short course in something like communication skills?


Dr Roberts: I know, there really is so much to be gained by lifelong learning. And by working on yourself, you’re also contributing towards a better functioning society. It really is a win-win situation.


Host: Well, you’ve certainly inspired me to sign up for a course, and I’m sure our listeners feel the same. Thank you for talking to us today, Dr Roberts.


Dr Roberts: My pleasure.

Listening Test 4.3 (Module 4)

A
Kate

I don’t think that it’s important to follow fashion trends at all. In fact, I actively try not to. Why should other people get to tell you what’s stylish and what’s not? I believe we should all follow our own style rather than trying to blend in with the crowd. It’d be boring if we all just wore the same things. I really admire people who wear unusual clothes and creative outfits; I think it’s a great way to express your personality and feelings. Also, fashion trends are never designed with everyone in mind. Most fashion models look exactly the same – tall, skinny, and not like anyone you see in real life. Many young people, especially girls, look up to these people and think that they should look like them. But nobody looks like them! It’s irresponsible to put that pressure on people. In fact, it’s dangerous. A lot of people my age suffer from low self-esteem, and fashion trends just make it worse. It’s also unfair that ‘fashionable’ clothes are only made in certain sizes and for certain age groups. If my grandma wants to wear a bright green mini-skirt, she should be able to! Wear what makes you happy, not what the fashion industry decides is appropriate. 


Greg


I don’t follow fashion trends because I’m against ‘fast fashion’. The clothing industry is really damaging the environment, and the more clothes that people buy, the worse it is going to get. The factories that produce clothes use harmful chemicals, as well as loads of water and energy. They cause a lot of pollution, and the people that work in the factories are often not paid well. Furthermore, when the clothes are transported all around the world, it causes even more air pollution. So, I think in order to be more sustainable, we should all buy clothes based on their quality, rather than how they look. I saw a video online about micro-wardrobes, and it really inspired me. The idea is to have less clothes that can be mixed and matched to create different outfits. So, it’s good to choose mainly plain colours like white, black, navy and grey, and then have a few more colourful items or accessories to brighten up your outfit. Good quality clothes will be more expensive, but since you’re buying less clothes, the price will balance out. And, they should last a lot longer, so you won’t have to spend money replacing them. Some people have said sustainable fashion is just another trend, and maybe it is, but I hope it’s one that people continue to follow for years to come.


Elinor 


I like to follow fashion trends because it makes me feel I can fit in. For example, my friends and I all wear similar types of clothes, and it makes us feel closer as a group. I think your clothes reflect your personality, and my friends and I all have similar personalities, so it makes sense that we dress alike. I’m not saying we all wear exactly the same thing, that would be embarrassing, but we do all follow the current trends and shop in the same high street stores. I like to keep up-to-date with the latest trends, it makes me feel more confident. The only problem is that it can be quite expensive. I don’t buy designer gear or anything like that, but I do like to update my wardrobe often so it looks fresh, and this means buying new clothes every couple of months. Sometimes I wish that I didn’t spend so much money on clothes, but then it makes me feel good, so I suppose that’s the most important thing. I definitely wouldn’t want to turn up to school wearing something from last season – that wouldn’t be very cool at all. 

B
Host: Hello everyone and thanks for tuning in. Today we’re chatting with the art historian Leslie Snipes. She’s here to tell us all about Pop art– what it is, where it came from, and why it’s important. Welcome Leslie!


Leslie: Hi there.


Host: So, can you start by explaining to our listeners what Pop art is?


Leslie: Well, ‘Pop art’ simply stands for ‘popular art’, but it’s so much more than that. In fact, I would say that it is one of the most famous movements in art history. Even people who aren’t interested in art are familiar with the iconic work of Andy Warhol, for instance.


Host: Of course. He made the picture of the can of Campbell’s soup, right?


Leslie: Right!


Host: Well, just in case any of our listeners don’t know what we’re talking about, can you tell us a bit more?


Leslie: Of course. Pop art began in the UK and USA in the 1950s as an artistic exploration of popular culture. It was a reaction to the changes in society that were happening at that time, for example the rise of entertainment and consumerism. Pop artists included elements of popular culture in their work, such as western films, fiction, portraits of celebrities such as Andy Warhol’s Marilyn Monroe, TV, games, advertisements, and the media. 


Host: I see. And what type of art was it? Paintings? Sculpture?


Leslie: Good question. Pop art can be any type of medium, but it is often created by silkscreen printing. This is a printing technique that places a stencil between the ink and the medium, such as paper. This format meant that images could be copied exactly, and this was perfect because this reproduction of the art mirrored the mass production of consumerism that the pop artists were exploring. One piece of art could be easily copied and sold to hundreds of people, as though it had been produced in a factory like a car or item of clothing. Andy Warhol’s studio in New York was even called The Factory. 


Host: I thought art was supposed to be unique.

Leslie: Well, until Pop art came along, it was. People would pay a lot of money for a one-of-a-kind piece of art. But Pop art changed things. These artists reproduced their images many times, in different colours and different sizes. 


Host: And were they popular at the time? 


Leslie: Well, not everyone liked them. This was something the art world had never seen before and many people were critical; some even claimed that it wasn’t art at all. However, fans of Pop art understood that these artists weren’t just copying simple images for fun, they were actually making an observation about society and consumerism. 


Host: Fascinating. So, what about today – does Pop art still exist?


Leslie: It does indeed! Pop art remains one of the most popular genres today and Pop art artists continue to draw from pop culture to make works with mass production techniques. While this art movement began way back in the 1950s, there are several iconic artists keeping it alive today with their exciting artwork. They’re influenced by the greats, such as Warhol, of course, but they also put their own modern twist on their work. 


Host: Sounds great! Can you tell us a bit about a few of these artists?


Leslie: Certainly. One of my favourites is an artist called Jeff Koons. He uses familiar objects in a really fun and interesting way, by experimenting with different colours, materials and sizes. I really love his sculptures of pop culture icons such as Marilyn Monroe. He also makes enormous balloon animals! I think the most interesting thing about his work is that he uses loads of different materials – even plants.



Host: Wow, that sounds really great, I’ll have to check out his work.


Leslie: You should. Another modern-day pop artist I love is the Japanese artist Yayoi Kusama. She creates these amazing immersive environments and interactive installations using multimedia. Her art is just so bold and inventive.


Host: I think we’ve got time for one more recommendation, before we wrap up. So, which other modern Pop art artist can you tell us about?


Leslie: Hmmm, well, there are so many that I love, but I’d have to say that Hendra ‘Hehe’ Harsono’s work is really something that everyone can appreciate. It’s just so fun and friendly, and these days I think we all need that – the world can be such as serious place. He blends together elements of pop culture with the indie movement and graphic novels – it’s really modern and unusual. If you like comic books, you’ll enjoy his art for sure. 


Host: Thank you very much for the recommendations, and for coming to talk to us today. I’m sure if our listeners weren’t into Pop art before, they are now.


Leslie: I hope so. Thanks for having me, it’s been a pleasure.


Host: Stay tuned listeners. I’ll be right back playing this week’s top ten hits after these news headlines. 
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