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Reading

Read the text.
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A.
Match the ideas in column A with the corresponding paragraph in column B. Two of the paragraphs do not apply.


A
B
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Slang words have changed throughout the decades.
Paragraph 2
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Jargon might lead to getting bad grades.
Paragraph 3




Paragraph 4





Paragraph 5
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B.
For questions (1-5), choose the correct option (A, B, C or D).

1
The main purpose of the article is to



A
explain to parents what teen jargon is.



B
warn teens not to use jargon at school.



C
discuss the pros and cons of teen jargon.



D
examine different types of Internet slang.


2
Teen jargon



A
began in the 60s.



B
began in the 90s.



C
began with Generation Z.



D
has always been around. 


3
How does jargon help teens to develop their independence?



A
It enables them to make money online.



B
It allows them to express themselves and feel part of a group.



C
It causes them to become distant from their parents.



D
It makes them question what they’re taught in school. 


4
In what way is using slang online NOT helpful? 



A
to reach a particular group of people


B
to gain followers and popularity



C
to recording and uploading videos



D
to becoming part of a community


5
Why isn’t everyone able to understand slang?



A
It’s used by specific age groups in particular places.



B
It’s only used on the Internet.



C
Parents and teachers refuse to learn it.



D
It’s only used by university students.
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C.
Match each word in column A with the expression they refer to in column B. Two of the options do not apply.


A
B
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it (ℓ. 7)
1
using teen jargon
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it (ℓ. 10)
2
communication
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it (ℓ. 21)
3
sharing a language




4
a sense of belonging




5
the Internet
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D.
Answer the following questions.


1
What do you think the writer means by saying “pushing boundaries is part of growing up and becoming an individual”?


2
Overall, what is the writer’s opinion of teen jargon?
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Vocabulary


E.
Choose the correct answer.


1
In Scotland, men wear tartan/skinny skirts called kilts. 


2
This rap song is so fast that I can’t make head/hair nor tail of it.


3
If you’re being bullied, you should open up/out about your problems and talk to someone.


4
Punks wear loose/ripped clothes, like jeans with holes.


5
Many celebrities really criticise/inspire their fans; my daughter wants to be just like her favourite singer.
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F.
Choose the correct answer.


1
If you want to make a quick protest/profit, why not sell some of your unwanted clothes?


2
Look at all these silver neck chains/tattoos – I’m going to buy one.


3
The dilemma/freedom is, should I follow my own style or try to fit in?


4
Some items of clothing are always in/on fashion – a black dress or a nice pair of jeans, for example.


5
E-girls often wear their hair in beanies/pigtails and wear stripy T-shirts.
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Grammar


G.
Choose the correct answer.


1
My friends encouraged/suggested me to take part in the skating competition.


2
She accused/threatened to start a fake rumour about me online if I didn’t keep her secret. 


3
He urged/wondered what to wear to school that day. 


4
My parents explained/exclaimed to me the importance of working hard. 


5
I reminded/offered Jessica to buy the tickets for the concert the following day. 
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H.
Choose the correct answer (A, B, C or D).

1
My teacher ….. me to get some work experience before choosing what to study.



A
promised 
C
instructed


B
advised
D
invited


2
The police officer ….. the teens to clean the graffiti off the wall.



A
complained 
C
permitted


B
begged
D
ordered


3
The teen ….. to stealing the money. 



A
admitted 
C
refused



B
insisted

D
denied

4
My friends ….. me not to trust strangers online. 



A
forbade 
C
warned



B
wanted
D
apologised


5
Tom’s dad ….. him to stay out until 11 pm on Friday because it was his birthday.



A
agreed 
C
boasted



B
claimed
D
allowed
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Writing


I.
Your school has recently decided to set up an after-school music club. The headteacher, Mr Jacobs, has asked you to propose ways to make the club popular with students. Write your proposal (120-150 words). Think about: social media publicity, days, activities.
	INTRODUCTION

Para 1: the reason for the proposal
	To: Mr Jacobs, headteacher

From: ………………………..……………. (full name+position)
Subject: after-school music club

Date: ………….…

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

	MAIN BODY

Paras 2-4: suggestions & expected results under appropriate headings
	..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

	CONCLUSION

Para 5: summary of suggestions & expected results
	..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................................................
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Teen Jargon: to use or not to use?


Teen jargon has changed over the years, with different generations of teens adopting different slang words, but it’s always existed in one form or another. In the 60s, everything was ‘groovy’, in the 90s and 00s ‘ace’ and ‘cool’ were popular expressions of approval, while these days, Gen Zs say that something is ‘sick’ if they really like it. Everyone remembers the particular jargon they used with their schoolmates to express excitement, enthusiasm, disgust and all the other strong emotions that teens so often feel. Sharing a ‘language’ gives teens a sense of belonging among their peers, however it can make it difficult for adults to understand what they are saying! So, should teens use jargon, or is it better to avoid it? Let’s take a closer look at the pros and cons of using slang.





There are many positive things about using teen jargon. First of all, it allows teens to feel like part of a tribe. This is important since adolescence is the time in life when they stop being a child and start forming their own identity, separate from their immediate family. Working out who they are can be difficult, but having a group of friends that share their interests and ‘language’ creates a sense of belonging and allows teens to feel safe to express themselves. Furthermore, using slang words is a way of rebelling against the conventional language that teens are taught by their parents and teachers. While too much rebellion can create problems, a little bit of pushing boundaries is part of growing up and becoming an individual.





Another great thing about slang is that it is creative as it is constantly changing and adapting to the times. As a result, it allows teens to express themselves about things that are specific to them. Gen Z teens are digital natives and many of them have blogs, vlogs, websites, and even online stores. The Internet has opened up a whole new way for people to communicate; it allows people to make friends around the world, discover new interests, and even earn money, and a lot of teens are cashing in on this opportunity. The use of jargon online is essential in order to attract followers and build a community. Jargon is a great way to communicate about something specific because it’s short, to the point, and connects with a specific target audience. For example, “check out this vlog – it’s legit” is likely to attract more clicks among teens online than “watch this video diary – it’s very good”. 





Despite these advantages, however, there are also some downsides to using slang. To begin with, some teens get so used to using jargon with their friends that they can’t realise when it’s inappropriate to use. For instance, many teachers have complained that their students’ written work is getting worse in quality, since so many teens are using jargon and internet slang in their school essays. Similarly, when it comes to applying to university and taking part in job interviews, proper formal language is expected, and not using it could affect a person’s success. Lastly, because slang is often age and location specific, not everyone is able to understand it and this can cause problems in communication. Parents and teachers sometimes have no idea what teens are saying, and this can lead to misunderstandings or even arguments. 





To summarise, there are both good and bad points to using teen jargon. It helps teens to feel like they belong and it can even make them more successful online. However, it’s not always appropriate and it can create communication problems. The key to using jargon then, is to find a balance and know when it’s appropriate and when it’s not.
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