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Read David Smith’s expert opinion on what he thinks is…

The Real Problem With
Today’s Teenagers

People ask me all the time ‘Dave, what do you think is the biggest problem facing young people today?’ Most people think I am going to answer ‘drugs’.

I do not consider drugs to be the biggest problem young people are facing today. That’s not because I don’t think drugs are a big problem. I’ve worked with a lot of drug-addicted young people over the years. I have been robbed and manipulated by them, and I have watched many of them. Even so, I do not consider drugs to be the biggest problem plagueing our young people.

Some people think ‘violence’ is the biggest problem facing young people, and I am conscious of the fact that for young men problems of violence can still be a major issue. Problems of violence are alive and well. Even so, I do not consider violence to be the biggest problem facing young people.

Some people think of lack of employment opportunities as the major issue. Others would speak in terms of family breakdown or problems of prejudice – all real issues. Personally though, I believe that the biggest problem facing our young people today is something a little less tangible. Personally I think the biggest problem with our young people is that most of them don’t feel themselves to be a part of anything that is bigger than themselves.

Most young people I meet have tragically small horizons, very little ambition, and hence live in very tiny worlds. When I ask teenagers about what they would really like to do with their lives if they could do anything at all, most speak in terms of getting something, whether that something be a horse or a car or a girl or just ‘a lot of money’.

No one I speak to says ‘If I could do anything I wanted I’d find a cure for cancer’ or ‘I’d negotiate a peace deal in the Middle East’. And this reflects, I believe, the fact that most young people I know have very narrow horizons.
EzineArticles.com (shortened)


READING COMPREHENSION
A. Find the antonyms of the words below in the text.
1. smallest (l. 1) 		4. enormous (l. 17)
2. unaware ( l. 8) 		5. wide (l. 22)
3. abstract (l. 14)



B. Match the sentence halves together.
 (
a
. 
a big problem among young people.
b
. 
the biggest problem of all.
c
. 
problems of violence.
d
. 
what is the biggest problem that young people have to face today.
e
.
 
employment, family and prejudice.
) (
1. 
People are always asking David
       
       
2. 
He considers drugs
       
3. 
Young men have to deal with
       
4. 
Other real problems include
       
5.
 Lack of ambition and having narrow horizons is    
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C. Are the statements true (T) or false (F)? Correct the false ones.
1. David has never been in contact with young drug-addicts.
2. He thinks violence is no longer a problem.
3. Unemployment is still a serious problem.
4. The biggest problem, according to David, is not a very tangible one.

D. Answer the questions.
1. According to David, what is the biggest problem among young people today? Explain it in your own words.
2. What do most teenagers say when they talk about their future ambitions in life?
3. Why does nobody feel the appeal of doing something big for the sake of humankind anymore?
4. Do you consider yourself a person with narrow horizons?


GRAMMAR
A. Choose the suitable multi-word verb to fill in the gaps in the following sentences.
a. work with b. lack of c. believe in d. ask about

1. The organization complains about the ___________________ volunteers in Ireland.
2. James and Peter _______________________ a huge group of young people.
3. When people __________________ teenagers’ problems they don’t realize there are quite a lot to be solved.
4. We don’t ______________________ anything that has been told us.

B. Fill in the gaps with the correct relative pronoun/adverb: who, which, that, whose or where.
e.g. This is a problem which affects many teenagers today.

1. Mr. Wilson is the teacher __________________ is always smiling.
2. I know a fantastic restaurant ____________________ we can go after school.
3. They have been to the Empire State Building, _________________ is the highest building in New York.
4. Tom, _______________________ parents are in Rome, is having dinner with us.


C. Put the following sentences into the future form (will).
e.g. Young people face a lot of problems.
Young people will face a lot of problems.
1. I went to the swimming pool with Jane.
___________________________________________________________
2. Mark bought a new laptop.
___________________________________________________________
3. I’m not very happy with all these changes.
___________________________________________________________
4. They are spending a week in Malawi.
___________________________________________________________

D. Complete the following conditional sentences (type 3) using your imagination.
e.g. If I had chosen another career, I would have been a doctor.
1. If I hadn’t been sick, ______________________________________________________
2. We wouldn’t have gone bankrupt if __________________________________________
3. If you hadn’t been so rude to the man ________________________________________
4. The situation would have been worse if _______________________________________


WRITING
Do you agree with David Smith’s opinion on the problems that young people are facing nowadays? Write
an informal letter to him (about 100 words) saying what you think the biggest problems are.
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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A. 
5
 x 
4
 = 20
B. 
5 x 4
 = 20
C. 
4 x 
5 = 20
D. 
4
 x 5 = 20
Grammar
A. 
4
 x 
5
 = 20
B. 
4 x 5 = 20
C. 
4 x 5 = 20
D.
 
4 x 5 = 20
Writing
40
Total
200
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