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Read the following story that, fortunately, has a (green) happy ending.

Contractor averts ecological disaster
On Feb. 28 a tanker truck carrying almost 8,000 gallons of crude oil slid off a mountain road and crashed into one of the most sensitive wildlife habitats in Ventura County, California. Workers from Ogden Constructors sprang into action and helped avert an ecological disaster.

When the truck slammed into the ravine within yards of Santa Paula Creek, the tank spilled thousands of gallons of crude oil into the creek.

“Shortly after the accident, a local petroleum company foreman drove onto our site and notified our people that the spill had taken place and was headed our way,” said Geno Jorgensen, senior project manager for Ogden Constructors.

“This was our first experience with an oil slick,” said Jorgensen. “John Kay, general superintendent, and I determined that we needed to do something to keep the oil from reaching the Santa Clara River. We had equipment in the creek 10 minutes after and began building three underflow dams. Water flows under the dam and the oil stays on top of the water where it can be recovered.

“It was just luck that we were there, because we haven’t been working in the creek the last three weeks because of the rains,” Jorgensen continued. “We were crushing rock, getting ready to place it. We’re building a flood control channel for the Corps of Engineers along 1.6 miles of the creek.”

“It was just fortunate that we were working when the spill happened, and we were glad to be able to help prevent or limit the loss of habitat for some birds, which are on the threatened or endangered species list,” Jorgensen concluded.
http://www.hq.usace.army.mil (adapted and shortened)


READING COMPREHENSION

A. Match the words taken from the text to their definitions.
 (
1. 
tanker
 truck
 
       
2. 
avert
3. 
slammed
       
4. 
creek
       
5.
 
spilled
6.
 
foreman
7.
 
slick
8.
 
dam
9.
 
threatened
10.
 
flood
  
) (
a. 
person in charge of a group of workers
b. 
in danger
c. 
a motor vehicle designed to carry liquefied loads
d. 
floating crude on the water
e.
 
a very small river
f.
 a barrier to obstruct the flow of water, built across a stream or a river
g.
 to prevent something from happening
h.
 an overflow of water
i
.
 hit something with force
j.
 shed liquid out of a container accidentally
)


B. Find the antonyms of the words below in the text.

1. least (l. 2) 			6. bottom (l. 12)
2. before (l. 6) 		7. demolishing (l. 16)
3. last (l. 9) 			8. unlucky (l. 17)
4. stopped (l. 11) 		9. sad (l. 17)
5. above (l. 12) 		10. gain (l. 18)

C. Complete the following sentences according to the text:

1. On February 28th, a tanker truck…
2. Workers from Ogden Constructors…
3. Mr Jorgensen is…
4. They prevented the oil…

D. Answer the following questions.

1. Where did the truck crash?
2. What was spilled from the tanker truck?
3. What did the workers from Ogden Constructors exactly do to prevent the disaster?
4. Why did Jorgensen say it was just luck?


GRAMMAR
A. Rewrite the following adjectives as adverbs.
e.g. sad – sadly

1. wonderful 		6. brave
2. easy 			7. serious
3. quick 			8. attentive
4. soft 			9. beautiful
5. terrible 			10. economical

B. Insert the right verb prefixes into the spaces.
over 			re 		out 		mis 		dis 		mis
e.g. This is all wrong. I totally miscalculated everything.

1. Wow! Have you seen that building? The owners ______built it!
2. The advantages of this project far _____weigh the disadvantages.
3. The children are _____behaving. Do something!
4. The computer doesn’t work. ______connect it and reinitiate it again.
5. It’s 9.15 already. I must have ______slept!



C. Choose the correct conjunction for each case.
e.g. You can come with us unless you have something else to do.
a. if		 b. and 			c. unless 		d. since

1. I’m going to the supermarket now ____________ I don’t have to go at the weekend.
a. while b. so that c. until d. but
2. ___________ she doesn’t like sports, she doesn’t mind swimming.
a. Although b. If c. So d. Unless
3. Few people have come to the party ____________ it wasn’t advertised.
a. but b. although c. because d. after
4. She’s not a child anymore. ____________ she didn’t like the doll you gave her.
a. Because b. So c. Nor d. And

D. The following sentences are in the active voice. Change them into the passive.
e.g. Mum is preparing dinner for us.
Dinner is being prepared.
1. Thomas is repairing the computer.
__________________________________________________________________________
2. They are going to cut the cake.
__________________________________________________________________________
3. She spilled coffee over me.
__________________________________________________________________________
4. I will never invite Sarah to a party.
__________________________________________________________________________


WRITING
An oil slick is just one of many ecological disasters that can happen. Think about another one and in 100
words write a text about it. Answer the questions:
• What is it?
• Why does it happen?
• What are the consequences?
• Give some real examples.



 (
Reading Comprehension
A. 
10
 x 
2
 = 20
B. 
10
 x 
2
 = 20
C. 
4 x 
5 = 20
D. 
4
 x 5 = 20
Grammar
A. 
10
 x 
2
 = 20
B. 
5
 x 
4
 = 20
C. 
4 x 5 = 20
D. 
4 x 5 = 20
Writing
40
Total
200
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