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Lindzi Sharf, a teenager like you, has interviewed Jerry Bruckheimer for Cosmogirl magazine. Read what he had to say about his job and Hollywood.
[image: ]

Jerry Bruckheimer has produced some of the most successful movies ever, like 
Top Gun, Armageddon, and Pirates of the Caribbean. Plus, he’s the man 
behind TV shows like The Amazing Race and CSI.
Lindzi Scharf: When you were young, did you have a plan for the future?
Jerry Bruckheimer: No. I just hoped that I could afford a life that was a little 
Better than that my parents were able to afford as immigrants from Germany.
LS: What did you learn from your parents about how to be successful?
JB: My dad was a salesman and everybody liked him. If someone wanted a delivery on a Saturday at 10 p.m., he’d do it. So when I started working in the mailroom of an advertising agency in Detroit, where I grew up, I was willing to do things that other people wouldn’t. It’s that kind of can-do attitude that helps you enormously. I worked my way into the television department there by helping the woman who ran it. She didn’t have time to do personal things, so whenever she needed somebody, I was there for her. So when it came time for her to hire an assistant, I got the job.
LS: What made you want to be in the movie business?
JB: When I was in my early 20s, I started filming and editing commercials. I learned the power of film – creating a message that reaches a lot of people.
LS: What can a teenager do now to break into the entertainment industry?
JB: You have to start at the very bottom and you’ve got to do every job. I did that so I could understand what everybody does. I didn’t become this huge producer overnight. It took many, many years.
LS: What’s the secret to Hollywood success?
JB: You can’t be afraid of hard work or long hours. Sacrifice is important.
LS: What’s the best part of your job?
JB: I can stand at the back of the theater and watch an audience laugh, cry, and be moved by what I do. I can entertain people around the world. It’s nice when you can give someone that gift.
http://www.cosmogirl.com

READING COMPREHENSION
A. Choose the correct answer to each question.
1. What does Jerry Bruckheimer do? 			2. What did he wish for when he was young?
a. He’s an actor. 					     a. He wanted to work in the film industry.
b. He’s a film director. 				     b. He just wanted to have a better life.
c. He’s a film and TV producer. 			     c. He wanted to work in advertising.





3. Where did he grow up?
a. In Germany.
b. In Hollywood.
c. In Detroit.
4. When did he start being interested in film-making?
a. In his twenties.
b. When he was 20.
c. When he was just a little boy.


B. Find in the text:
1. some of the movies he has produced.
2. his father’s job.
3. his first job in television.
4. what the power of films is.

C. Answer the questions.
1. What did Jerry learn from his father that helped him to be successful?
2. How should anyone start a career in the entertainment industry according to him?
3. What’s the most important ingredient to success?
4. What does Jerry like the most in his job?

D. Find in the text the word that means the following:
1. to have the financial means for a particular purpose (verb in paragraph 2)
2. being ready to do something (adjective in paragraph 3)
3. to employ somebody to do a particular job (verb in paragraph 3)
4. in a short time or with great speed (adverb in paragraph 5)
5. experiencing strong feelings, especially of sympathy or sadness (adjective in paragraph 7)


GRAMMAR
A. Fill in the gaps with had/’d better or would/’d rather.
e.g. You’d better put on your coat. It’s cold outside.

1. My mother said I ___________________ think twice before I make a decision.
2. I don’t want to go to McDonald’s. I _________________ eat something healthy.
3. She ____________________ be dead than go to a Spice Girls concert.
4. You ___________________ call me when you get there!

B. Underline the correct relative pronoun/adverb in each sentence.
e.g. Do you know the writer who / which / whose won the Nobel Prize?

1. I always wanted a house who / which / where I could read and rest in silence.
2. That’s the film who / where / whose director was killed last week.
3. She never listens to songs who / that / whose make her cry.
4. That’s the man who / which / whose I was talking about.



C. Make sentences using the prompts and will.
e.g. Mary / pass / this exam.
Mary will pass this exam.

1. He / not pay / for that house.
______________________________________________________________________
2. You / be / there?
______________________________________________________________________
3. I / never / see / him again.
______________________________________________________________________
4. Next year / we / go / to China.
______________________________________________________________________

D. Complete the conditional sentences (type 3) by putting the verbs in the correct form.
e.g. If I hadn’t worked hard, I wouldn’t have got (get) this job.

1. You would have understood the film if you __________________ (read) the book.
2. The TV wouldn’t have broken if Sarah ___________________ (be) more careful.
3. If there hadn’t been so much traffic, I ___________________ (arrive) on time.
4. If you ______________ (not spend) all that money superficially, we would have bought a new computer.


WRITING
How do you picture yourself 30 years from now? In about 100 words, talk about your dreams, ambitions
and fears for the years to come.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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