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Read the article below about the negative effects of overpopulation.

What impact does overpopulation have
on the environment?
Overpopulation does not just affect the standard of living, but also the environment. Every person on the planet takes up space, but space is needed for farmland, and forests. People excrete wastes and pollution that flow into water systems, and animal habitats, polluting water, and killing wildlife. Many people cannot bathe or brush their teeth because of the status of the water in their land.

Forests are being torn down as more wood and land is needed to support our ever-growing population. The loss of these forests leads to extinction of plants and animals. These plants could contain cures for diseases that will never be found.

Urban areas are expanding, polluting the air and water systems. These areas deplete the Earth’s resources, and over 2 billion hectares of arable land have already been lost, with 16 million more hectares being removed each year. In Nigeria alone, 351 000 hectares of land are being removed every year.

51% of the fossil fuels on Earth are being used by the USA and China alone, leaving less than half for the remaining countries, including those in Africa. In fact, most of those remaining fossil fuels go to other developed countries, leaving a dismal amount for Africans.
http://geojoedr.tripod.com (shortened)

READING COMPREHENSION
A. Complete the sentences with the concepts taken from the text.
overpopulation 	standard of living 	waste 		extinction 	fossil fuels

1. Thousands of animal species are facing ________________________.
2. Our ___________________ has changed dramatically over the last decades.
3. __________________ happens when there are too many people in a country or place, which affects economy, quality of life and the environment.
4. Global warming is caused by the burning of ____________________.
5. Everything we consume at home produces _____________________.

B. Find the synonyms to these words in the text.
1. produce (l. 3)
2. enlarging (l. 6)
3. destitution (l. 7)
4. consume (l. 9)
5. minimal (l. 15)




C. Are the statements true (T) or false (F)? Correct the false ones.
1. Our waste pollutes water and damages natural habitats.
2. Cutting down trees affects the existence of other plants and animals.
3. Two billion hectares of arable land have been lost in Nigeria.
4. Africa uses more than half of the fossil fuels.

D. Complete the sentences according to the text.
1. Overpopulation affects the environment because…
2. We tear down forests to…
3. Urban areas…
4. The USA and China are responsible for…


GRAMMAR
A. Read the sentences and put TO or Ø before the verb.
e.g. She seemed to be upset.

1. I already said you can’t _____________ go to that party.
2. It was very difficult for him ____________ drop out of school.
3. Did you see those dogs ____________ dance?
4. I’ll call you later, I’m about ___________ enter the cinema.
5. She made me ____________ lie to my parents.

B. Rewrite the following adjectives as adverbs.
e.g. magical – magically

1. clear
2. awful
3. delicious
4. happy
5. respectable

C. Complete the sentences with the correct coordinating conjunction taken from the box.
and 		but 		then 		yet 		nor 		so
e.g. This afternoon she went to the dentist and removed a tooth.

1. I don’t know her tastes, ___________________ she didn’t like my present.
2. I had dinner, ____________________ I went to bed.
3. He doesn’t like beer _________________ champagne.
4. It was freezing ________________ they still went out.
5. He is very rude, ______________ she likes him a lot.




D. The following sentences are in the active voice. Change them into the passive.
e.g. The firemen rescued the cat.
The cat was rescued (by the firemen).

1. She never sent a letter.
________________________________________________________________
2. Leo is reading a magazine.
________________________________________________________________
3. He was using the computer last night.
________________________________________________________________
4. I always turn off the lights when I go to bed.
________________________________________________________________


WRITING
In about 100 words, comment on the following quote:

We already have the statistics for the future:
the growth percentages of pollution, overpopulation, desertification.
The future is already in place.
Gunther Grass
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________
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