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Read the following text carefully.

Program helps businesses bridge
the digital divide
A government program has helped small and medium businesses to enter the digital age with internet service and e-commerce.

A government-funded digital divide program has helped a total of 70,000 small businesses to subscribe to ADSL broadband internet service, and incorporate e-commerce into the operations of their businesses, an official said yesterday.

The three-year “Bridging the Digital Divide of the SME Project” has generated an estimated NT$4.3 billion (US$132 million) in business opportunities, Minister of Economic Affairs, Steve Chen, said at an award ceremony.

The project, sponsored by the Small-and-Medium Enterprise Administration (SMEA), first opened in 2005 in a bid to assist small-sized businesses with fewer than 20 employees to collaborate with local information service providers to use the internet and e-commerce in their business operations.

Apparently encouraged by the program, Chen said the ministry was considering providing another similar program in the future to help traditional small and medium-sized enterprises as well as promote Taiwanese businesses abroad.
www.taipeitimes.com (shortened)

READING COMPREHENSION

A. Answer the following questions about the text.
1. The text talks about a government program. Where was it implemented?
2. What has that government program allowed?
3. How much money has the three-year “Bridging the Digital Divide of the SME Project” generated?
4. Who was it sponsored by?

B. Find synonyms of the following words/expressions in the text.
1. pay money to have a service 		3. promoted
2. include 					4. overseas
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C. Link the words taken from the text to their opposite ones.
 (
a. 
more
b. 
different
c. 
foreign
d. 
enormous
) (
1. 
small
 
      
       
2. 
fewer
       
3. 
local
       
4. 
similar
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D. Complete the sentences with the correct option, according to the text.1. People in Japan are worried / happy about many problems.

1. A government-funded digital divide program has helped…
2. The project was sponsored…
3. Due to the success of the program, the ministry is considering the possibility of launching a new
initiative…
4. The aim of this program was…
a. … to overcome the digital divide.
b. … many small businesses to subscribe to internet broadband access.
c. … by the SMEA.
d. … to help traditional small and medium-sized business as well as to promote Taiwanese businesses abroad.



GRAMMAR
A. Complete the sentences with the most suitable modal verb: may, can, should or must. Do not use the
same verb twice.
Technology (1) ____________________ be a unique opportunity to extend learning support beyond the classroom, something that has been difficult to do until now. However, the existence of a digital divide still means that millions of children are currently denied the opportunity they (2) _______________ have to extend their learning. Scholars, policymakers, and the public (3) _________________ understand that digital divide is an immense problem and that the internet (4) _________________ improve everyday life for those on the margins of society.

B. Choose the correct preposition of time to fill in the gaps: at, on or in.
1. _______ the 1990s, the digital divide was quite strong.
2. There will be a conference __________ Thursday about recent technology.
3. Will you meet me ___________ 2 o’clock?
4. _________ June we had remarkable news coming from Japan.

C. Rewrite the following sentences in reported speech.
1. Dr Leckmark: “Technology gaps are relatively transient.”
2. An official: “The Small-and-Medium Enterprise Administration sponsored the project.”
3. The Minister: “The three-years’ Bridging the Digital Divide of the SME Project generated lots of money.”
4. Chen: “The ministry is now considering providing another similar program.”



D. Choose the correct multi-word verb to fill each gap.
a. concerned with 		b. believe in 		c. tend to 		d. apply for

1. Many proponents of the open content, free software, and open access movements ____________ access to digital tools and information with no restrictions.
2. Projects like One Laptop per Child offer a partial solution to the global digital divide; these projects _______________ rely heavily upon open standards and free open source software.
3. Programmer and free software advocate Richard Stallman has highlighted the importance of free software among groups _______________  the digital divide such as the World Summit on the Information Society.
4. Companies will have to ______________ the Government’s help.


WRITING
According to Mehra (2004), the digital divide is “the troubling gap between those who use computers and the internet and those who do not”. Lisa Servon argued in 2002 that the digital divide “is a symptom of a larger and more complex problem – the problem of persistent poverty and inequality”.
What is the digital divide? In 100/150 words discuss its implications in the world we know.
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