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Read the following article on a new art form. Or not…

Graffiti:
[image: ]Vandalism posing as art?
 (
What is graffiti?
The latest 
Wordpower
 Dictionary
 
says graffiti is “
unauthorized 
wri
ting or drawing on a surface in 
a public place.” It includes the
 
ho
rrible scribble you see painted 
on fences, bridges, in subways, on
 
the sides of buildings, houses, and
 
els
ewhere. And that is the problem 
with graffiti – it is “unauthorized”
 
and it destroys someone’
s 
property. It is a crime, like stealing,
 
because it steals the property
 
owner’s right to have their own
 
property look clean and nice. And
 
it makes repairs costly for the
 
property owner.
)
















Graffiti as art?
Some graffiti vandals say they are improving the look of fences or walls by doing colourful
paintings on them. This is disputable, because they don’t ask the property owner whether
they can do it.
Old problem
Some graffiti vandals think they are doing something new. But graffiti vandalism dates back a
long way. Archaeologists have found ancient graffiti on the great pyramid at Giza in Egypt, on
an Egyptian sphinx, and on walls in Pompeii.
http://www.users.bigpond.com

READING COMPREHENSION

A. Which is the correct explanation for each of the words taken from the text?

Casa da Aula – Centro de Explicações
1. unauthorized 
a. not having the right permission 
b. not warning the police 
c. destroying people’s property 
2. scribble 
a. painting walls
b. writing with no meaning
c. playing scrabble





3. disputable 
a. debatable or questionable 
b. reason for fighting 
c. without a doubt 
4. vandalism
a. breaking into houses
b. destroying or damaging property
c. stealing cars



B. Are the statements true (T) or false (F)? Correct the false ones.
1. Graffiti artists always have the permission of property owners.
2. Graffiti is considered a crime.
3. Graffiti work is very colourful.
4. Graffiti is a new art form.

C. Answer the questions.
1. What’s the official definition of “graffiti”?
2. Where is it usually seen?
3. Why is it unauthorized?
4. Where have archaeologists found graffiti work?

D. Summarize the opinions for and against graffiti.
FOR 							AGAINST
__________________________________		___________________________________
__________________________________		___________________________________


GRAMMAR
A. Fill in the gaps with the most suitable modal verb: may, can, should or must. Use each only once.
1. People who vandalize someone’s property with graffiti _____________ pay for the damages.
2. You __________ not paint fences without the owner’s consent.
3. My neighbours _____________ paint wonderful graffiti, so they were invited to do so at school.
4. In a few years, graffiti __________________ be considered a serious crime.

B. Which relative pronoun/adverb can complete the sentence?
e.g. I am looking for an artist who is specialised in graffiti.
a. who 		b. which	 c. whose

1. She took a summer course _____________ wasn’t very successful.
a. who 		b. which 		c. where
2. In summer, my family always travels to places _________________ we can have fun.
a. who 		b. whose 		c. where
3. This is the song _____________ I was singing the other day.
a. who 		b. which 		c. whose


4. A person attitude is positive will be successful in life.
a. who 		b. whose 		c. which

C. Fill in the gaps with the Future (will) of the verbs in brackets.
e.g. When I retire, I will spend (spend) the rest of my life in the Bahamas.

1. Just hold on one second and I _________________ (get) you those copies.
2. I don’t think she ___________________ (come).
3. ___________ they _______________ (be) there in time?
4. She ________________ (not make) it. She’s always late.

D. Underline the correct form of the verbs in the following conditionals (type 3).
e.g. If I hadn’t studied / didn’t study that hard, I wouldn’t have got such good marks.

1. What would have happened if they hadn’t been / weren’t prepared?
2. If you had asked me, I would help / would have helped you.
3. We would swim / would have swum in the sea if the water hadn’t been so cold.
4. If it didn’t start / hadn’t started raining, we would have gone to the park.


WRITING
In about 100 words, give YOUR own opinion on the topic of graffiti: is it art or vandalism?
Don’t forget to present your arguments in a coherent way.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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