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Learn by viewing

The Terminal
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A. PRE-VIEWING

Read the text about the film The Terminal and complete the sentences.
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a) The Terminal is a film inspired ___________________________________.

b) Merhan Nasseri was a _________________________________________.

c) Merhan’s documents __________________________________________.

d) His final destiny was __________________________________________.

e) Belgium didn’t allow ___________________________________________.

f) He couldn’t stay in France because _______________________________.

B. WHILE VIEWING 

1. As you watch the film, find information about the following.
a) Place(s) - where the action takes place. ________________________
b) Time - when the action takes place. ___________________________
c) Theme the film deals with. __________________________________
d) Atmosphere - people’s mood. ________________________________
2. Complete the table below.

	Release date
	

	Genre
	

	Running time
	

	Director
	

	Studio
	

	Screenplay
	

	Cast
	


3. See the film through the eyes of a film critic, and give your opinion about the following.
	
	Not good
	Good
	Very good
	Justify your choice

	Theme: 
	
	
	
	

	Plot: 
	
	
	
	

	Performance:
	
	
	
	

	Costume
& makeup: 
	
	
	
	

	Direction: 
	
	
	
	

	Sound: 
	
	
	
	

	Effects:
	
	
	
	



POST VIEWING

Describe the picture. Write five words that you associate it with.

The Terminal is not so much based on a true story as it is inspired by a true story. The true story was of Merhan Nasseri who lived at Charles DeGaulle Airport from August 1988 to August 2006, when he was taken from the terminal due to an illness. An Iranian political refugee, Nasseri became stuck when his refugee certification documents were stolen from him in France, en route from Belgium to England. Without the papers, he was unable to enter England; Belgium did not permit refugees to return once they had left the country; and France would not allow him to stay because he could not prove his identity. So, he became stuck at the airport.
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