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The Triplets of Belleville
Access: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=be_eolFDZTo * 

Or search keywords: “Belleville rendez-vous clip 1”
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The story of this beautifully animated film focuses on Madame Souza, an elderly woman raising her young grandson, Champion. Souza notices her grandson is sad and lonely and tries to get him interested in the piano. When this fails, she buys him a puppy named Bruno to cheer him up. After discovering that Champion has a keen interest in road bicycle racing she buys him a tricycle. Years later, Champion becomes a professional cyclist with Souza as his coach. 

Suggested activity:

Practising  the present simple and the present continuous verb tenses.

Students watch the video and then complete the story inserting the correct verb in its corresponding verb tense.
It __________ late evening and a family ____________________ TV, where a reporter _______________________ the Tour de France.

Outside Madame Souza _______________________ her cyclist grandson for the Tour de France. When they ___________________ home, her grandson with swollen legs and aching muscles ___________________ on the kitchen table.

Bruno, the famished dog ___________________his bowl in the hope of getting some food.

Madame Souza ____________________ her grandson’s muscles using a vacuum cleaner and an egg whisk.

Alleviated, her grandson ________________________ over on his back and his grandmother _______________________ his back muscles with the help of a lawn mower. 
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