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Listening Script

Student’s Book

Page 33 – Audio recording available on the audio CD, track 9 and at Manual Interativo
Why is learning English important?

Nicole, 16

I think that children should learn English and then they can interact in most societies without a handicap. It’s their parents' responsibility to make sure they don't forget their native tongue and culture.

In my opinion, it is important to learn English, because English is the language of the science world and the main international language used for communication. It's just the basis for everything.

It’s an advantage to learn English, and it will always be for as long as it continues to be the lingua franca of the world. And in the booming cyber world, it is indeed foolish to think otherwise. To become globally competitive, we need to learn it.

Francis, 17

What are you interested in? Is it science? Music? Computers? Health? Business? Sports? Today's media, such as the Internet, television, and the press, give you almost unlimited access to knowledge about your favourite subjects. After all, we live in the information age, don't we? There's only one problem. Most of this knowledge is in English. Learning English fluently may be the best thing you can do to improve your life.
Emar, 22

When I arrived in the USA from Yugoslavia, I was 17 years old and couldn't speak any English. When I graduated from a high school in Queens three years later, I was fluent in it.

My only regret is that I hadn't been taught more English. To speak the language, to be able to communicate, was my first priority, and I had to learn a great deal on my own. Teachers, and Americans in general, rarely corrected me; in fact, many thought I shouldn't try to lose the ''exotic'' accent even if it meant not being fully understood. Today, I am trilingual: I am still fluent in Serbo-Croatian, and I also speak Spanish.
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