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1.1 LISTENING
1. Listen to a reporter from TIME magazine talking about the teen of the year, Tyler Gordon.
High school freshman Tyler Gordon has faced more challenges than some people experience in a lifetime. He used a wheelchair for nearly two years after breaking bones in his legs and hips because of a vitamin D deficiency. He was born deaf and underwent surgery at age 5 that gave him some hearing, but he still speaks with a stutter. In elementary school, he got bullied so much that he barely spoke.
“His escape was to not speak at all; he’d nod his head or point, he was so afraid,” says Gordon’s mother Nicole Kindle.
But at 10, Gordon found his artistic voice. After watching his mom paint, he decided to try it himself and won first place in a school art contest with a portrait he’d made of the principal. In the four years since, he’s painted more than 500 portraits of Black icons who inspire him, most recently Vice President-elect Kamala Harris, who called him right before Thanksgiving to tell him he’s “amazing” and has a “gift.”
“Sometimes I can’t talk and get words out, so I speak through my art,” Gordon says. Painting helps him move past the bullying, which he still experiences; he lost a front tooth in one incident earlier this year. “It helps me take my mind somewhere else. I don’t want to keep thinking about that same moment for the rest of my life.”
His big break came in 2018, when his portrait of NBA star Kevin Durant went viral and caught the eye of the player’s mother, who bought it for $300. Celebrities started calling for commissions. Among the stars he’s painted and met are Janet Jackson, Kevin Hart, Jennifer Lopez and Alex Rodriguez. In 2019, a portrait of the Central Park Five fetched more than $100,000 at auction, and he won a 2020 Global Child Prodigy Award.
Media interviews and speaking engagements have helped Gordon combat his fear of public speaking, and he hosts virtual painting classes every Wednesday on Instagram, where he boasts nearly 50,000 followers.
“Since he started painting, I can’t get the kid to be quiet,” says Kindle. “He’s not afraid of the stutter anymore.” Now, by starting his own online platform for video tutorials called “Tongue Tye’d”, he hopes he can show other kids how to overcome their challenges with art as well.
https://time.com (adapted; accessed in January 2021)
1.2 LISTENING
1. Listen to a TV host talking about the actress Demi Lovato and her documentary Stay Strong.
I’m Joslyn Davis in Hollywood with the Clevver TV rundown on Demi Lovato’s highly anticipated Stay Strong special from MTV. The show aired last night and Demi opened up more than ever in the documentary-style production, talking about everything from how things ran out of control in her life to where she stands right now.
Demi was very candid even saying that she can’t say she hasn’t thrown up or cut herself since leaving treatment and also adding that, quote, “I don’t think I’m fixed. People think that you’re like a car in a body shop. You go in, they fix you, and you’re out. It takes constant fixing.”

Now, this was a challenge for Demi and she said she felt very vulnerable during shooting this documentary, but she says it’s worth it if one girl out there can connect with what she’s gone through. Demi explained that today, right now, she is living a really healthy lifestyle. She also explained that she is being so open because she wants to be an example to girls out there.
You guys let us know what you thought of Demi’s openness and willingness to really put everything out there and feel free to share your thoughts and support down in comment section and don’t forget to subscribe to Clevver TV on YouTube for non-stop scoop as it breaks. Thanks so much for watching Clevver TV. I’m Joslyn Davis and we’ll see you next time.
https://www.youtube.com (adapted; accessed in January 2021)
2. Listen to the song “Scars to your beautiful”.
She just wants to be beautiful
She goes unnoticed, she knows no limits
She craves attention, she praises an image
She prays to be sculpted by the sculptor
Oh, she don't see the light that's shining
Deeper than the eyes can find it
Maybe we have made her blind
So she tries to cover up her pain
And cut her woes away
'Cause cover girls don't cry
After their face is made
But there's a hope that's waiting for you in the dark
You should know you're beautiful just the way you are
And you don't have to change a thing
The world could change its heart
No scars to your beautiful
We're stars and we're beautiful
Alessia Cara, Scars to your beautiful (abridged)
1.3 LISTENING
1. Listen to a psychologist talking about the most important decisions and challenges affecting your teenage years.
Teen years aren't easy. As you begin to assert your independence, you face a variety of choices – how to express yourself, who to hang out with and what path to take for the future. You might struggle to fit in with your peers as you discover who you are and what you believe. Understanding the decisions and challenges you have to face might give you a little help.
Peer pressure
Peer pressure is an ongoing challenge. Influence from your friends can lead you to make risky decisions, such as whether you choose to drink alcohol or do drugs. You are definitely more likely to take risks when you're around your friends – friends who might also be taking similar risks. Peer pressure, then, represents both a challenge and decision, as you struggle to choose between what you know is right and what your friends are doing.
Self-discovery
Teens are rife with potential, but you might face challenges as you struggle to discover the activities, interests and paths that appeal to you. Teens learn by trying out different roles, responsibilities and experiences. However, when you do not have access to such learning opportunities, you might have a hard time discovering what makes you happy. This path to self-discovery is a challenge during the tumultuous teenage years.
Plans Beyond High School
Even though the teen years might seem carefree, you have to make major life decisions as high school graduation nears. Some of these decisions include choosing which colleges to apply to, selecting a school to attend and choosing an academic major, for the short term, and career path, for the long term. Some of you might enter the working world upon graduation, which requires you to find a job that interests and engages you. These future-oriented decisions have major consequences on your life trajectory.
Stress
When you are busy hopping from one social event to the next, you might not think that stress is a major part of your life, but you experience stress in a number of ways. Conflicting pressure from friends and parents to behave a certain way can cause stress. Changing friendships and relationships with both friends and family can contribute to stress, as can body image issues. Stress can be a continuing challenge for you as you move through your adolescence.
https://education.gov (adapted; accessed in January 2021)
2. Listen to a summary of the book The Success Principles For Teens.
Have you ever wondered why some people are so successful, and others are not? The truth is, they are not born that way. It took them some time and effort to develop habits and skills that made them effective. Those habits and skills reflect some universal principles. They don’t depend on our circumstances. Even better, they can help us achieve so many different things, like good grades, great friendships, money, respect, happiness. But how do you discover those principles? Here’s great news – you don’t have to figure them out all by yourself. Jack Canfield did an awesome job collecting the 20 essential principles for you. His book, The Success Principles, is a kind of a roadmap – or a recipe – that you can follow with confidence. We all have different goals, and your situation might be unique. Luckily, there is a recipe for success that works for everyone. Before you begin, remember two things. Firstly, the challenges you are facing at the moment are not going to affect your future as much as you think – but the way you react to them will influence it tremendously. Secondly, no one can use these principles for you. It is completely up to you. Are you ready to commit to success? Please keep in mind the following – “The only real limits to our potential are those we give ourselves.” “If you only pursue what other people think is realistic, you will never discover what you really want or experience what you really deserve. Appreciate your strengths, and they will get stronger. Acknowledge your successes, and they will multiply.”
https://www.thehopefullinstitute.com (adapted; accessed in January 2021)
1.4 LISTENING
1. Listen to the historical report about three teenagers who made history.
Once in a while, a very savvy and smart kid makes a difference and changes the course of History. Here are three people who left their mark at a young age.
Joan of Arc
At age 13, believing she was on a mission from God, but having no military experience, Joan of Arc led the French army in a major victory against the English at Orléans during the Hundred Years’ War and helped make it possible for Charles VII to regain the kingdom in 1429. Joan of Arc was captured by the English in 1430 and burned at the stake in 1431. She became a French national hero and was, at long last, canonised in 1920, becoming Saint Joan of Arc.
Louis Braille
The Braille language for the blind was developed by Louis Braille in 1824, when he was just 15 years old. He tweaked it and expanded it after that, but, having been blind himself since the age of 3, he was inspired at a young age to conceive of a way to read and write. Braille consists of a code of 63 characters, each made up of one to six raised dots arranged in a six-position matrix or cell. The dots are embossed on paper and are read by using one’s fingers. He published the first Braille book, a three-volume history book, in 1837.
Malala Yousafzai
In 2014, at age 17, Malala Yousafzai became the youngest recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize. The young activist from Pakistan had become famous for speaking out against the Taliban and encouraging young girls like herself to pursue an education. She made her first public speech alerting for the cause when she was only 11 years old. She attracted international attention when she survived an attempt on her life at age 15.
https://www.britannica.com (adapted; accessed in January 2021)
2. Listen to the story of the amazing Dafne Almazán.
In the heart of Mexico City is a school exclusively for gifted children and at the heart of that school is a gifted 16-year-old prodigy named Dafne Almazán. Dafne is a child prodigy who became the world’s youngest psychologist at the age of 13. And Forbes magazine named her one of Mexico’s most powerful women. At 14 she received her master’s in education and right now she is finishing a doctorate in law. As that isn’t enough, Dafne speaks English, French, Latin and Mandarin and finds time during the day to study them all. Did I say that she’s only 16? It is estimated that there are over 1 million gifted children in Mexico with a talent waiting to be tapped, so Dafne is committed to nurturing the vast talent of the gifted children of Mexico; that’s why she teaches psychology at the school she once graduated from.
https://www.youtube.com (adapted; accessed in January 2021)

















