



The passive
GRAMMAR
Name	   Year___   Class___   No. ___   Date ___/___/___

1.	Read the piece of news and underline the verbs in the passive.
	Arrest over racist abuse
of West Brom player
A man has been arrested after a racist message was sent 
to West Brom midfielder Romaine Sawyers.
West Brom said the “abhorrent message” was posted on social media during their loss to Manchester City. The police said that another report of a racist comment towards Sawyers is also being investigated.
On Friday, West Brom informed fans that “Romaine will be offered the relevant support required at this time.”
Last Monday, talks with current and former footballers were held by the UK government so that new laws on online abuse can be introduced this year. Its own online abuse reporting system has already been launched by the Premier League.
https://www.bbc.com (adapted, accessed in January 2021)


2.	Complete with the correct passive form.
a.	They check online messages every day. Online messages _______________ every day.
b. 	They will cancel all the online orders. All the online orders _______________.
c. 	People didn’t check most of the fake news. Most of the fake news _______________.
d. 	Nobody has accused me of revealing my sources. I _______________ of revealing my sources.
e. 	Is somebody recording the interview? _______________ the interview _______________?
3.	Complete the second passive sentences with the correct missing words.
a.	Fantastic discounts are being offered by many shops to loyal customers. 
__________________________ are being offered fantastic discounts by many shops.
b. 	We were shown all the hotel facilities by the manager.
__________________________ were shown to us by the manager.
c. 	The first prize won’t be awarded to the education charity.
__________________________ won’t be awarded the first prize.
d. 	The singer has been given a new outfit by the young designer.
__________________________ has been given to the singer by the young designer.
4.	Complete with the passive form of the verbs in brackets.
a.	Last night, the last song _______________ (not sing / past simple) by Billie Eilish.
b. 	These days, film stars _______________ (pay / present simple) a lot of money.
c. 	I’m sure I _______________ (choose / future with be going to) for the film tomorrow.
d. 	The house _______________ (not clean / past continuous) when I arrived. Everybody was watching TV.
e. 	_______________ the report _______________ (publish / past perfect simple) before the prime minister’s speech? 


The passive
GRAMMAR
Name	   Year___   Class___   No. ___   Date ___/___/___

1.	Complete the sentences with the correct form of the verbs in brackets.
	Arrest over racist abuse of West Brom player
A man a. __________ after a racist message b. __________ 
to West Brom midfielder Romaine Sawyers.
West Brom said the “abhorrent message” c. __________ on social media during their loss to Manchester City. The police said that another report of a racist comment towards Sawyers d. __________ also __________.
On Friday, West Brom informed fans that “Romaine e. __________ the relevant support required at this time.”
Last Monday, talks with current and former footballers f. __________ by the UK government so that new laws on online abuse g. __________ this year. Its own online abuse reporting system h. __________ already __________ by the Premier League.
https://www.bbc.com (adapted, accessed in January 2021)



	a.
	1.	is arrested
	2.	has been arrested
	3.	will be arrested
	
	e.
	1.	is offered
	2.	won’t be offered
	3.	will be offered

	b.
	1.	was sent
	2.	sent
	3.	is sent
	
	f.
	1.	were held
	2.	was held
	3.	are held

	c.
	1.	is being posted
	2.	was posted
	3.	is posted
	
	g.
	1.	should be introduced
	2.	must be introduced
	3.	can be introduced

	d.
	1.	are...
investigating
	2.	is... investigating
	3.	is... being investigated
	
	h.
	1.	is... launched
	2.	has... been launched
	3.	will... be launched


2.	Rewrite the sentences beginning with the underlined words. Omit the agent when possible.
a.	They check online messages every day. 	
b.	They will cancel all the online orders. 	
c.	People didn’t check most of the fake news. 	
d.	Nobody has accused me of revealing my sources. 	
e.	Is somebody recording the interview?	
3.	Write another possible passive sentence, beginning as suggested.
a.	Fantastic discounts are being offered by many shops to loyal customers.
Loyal customers 	.
b.	We were shown all the hotel facilities by the manager.
All the hotel facilities 	.
c.	The first prize won’t be awarded to the education charity.
The education charity 	.
d.	The singer has been given a new outfit by the young designer.
A new outfit 	.
4.	Write passive or active sentences with the same meaning as the sentence given.
a.	Billie Eilish didn’t sing the last song.	
b.	Film stars are paid a lot of money by the studios. 	
c.	I’m sure they’re going to choose me for the film.	
d.	The house wasn’t being cleaned when I arrived.	
e.	Had the report been published by the newspaper?	



The passive
GRAMMAR
Name	   Year___   Class___   No. ___   Date ___/___/___

1.	Read the piece of news and fill in the gaps using the passive form of a verb from the box and the tenses given.
post    investigate    launch    send    offer    arrest    hold    introduce

	Arrest over racist abuse
of West Brom player
A man a. __________ (present perfect) after a racist message 
b. __________ (past simple) to West Brom midfielder Romaine Sawyers.
West Brom said the “abhorrent message” c. __________ (past simple) on social media during their loss to Manchester City. The police said that another report of a racist comment towards Sawyers d. __________ (also + present continuous).
On Friday, West Brom informed fans that “Romaine e. __________ (future with will) the relevant support required at this time.”
Last Monday, talks with current and former footballers f. __________ (past simple) by the UK government so that new laws on online abuse g. __________ (infinitive) this year. Its own online abuse reporting system h. __________ (already + present perfect) by the Premier League.
https://www.bbc.com (adapted, accessed in January 2021)


2.	Rewrite the sentences in the passive. Omit the agent when possible.
a.	They check online messages every day. 	
b. They will cancel all the online orders. 	
c. People didn’t check most of the fake news. 	
d. Nobody has accused me of revealing my sources. 	
e. Is somebody recording the interview? 	
3.	Write another possible passive sentence for each situation.
a.	Fantastic discounts are being offered by many shops to loyal customers.
		
b. 	We were shown all the hotel facilities by the manager.
		
c. 	The first prize won’t be awarded to the education charity.
		
d. 	The singer has been given a new outfit by the young designer.
		
4.	Write a sentence with a similar meaning to the one given using the word in brackets.
a.	Billie Eilish didn’t sing the last song. (wasn’t)	
b. 	They pay film stars a lot of money. (are)	
c. 	I’m sure they’re going to choose me for the film. (be)	
d. 	Nobody was cleaning the house when I arrived. (being) 	
e. Had the newspaper published the report? (been)	
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