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The final task you are expected to complete is to write a text giving your opinion on the benefits of education in the future working lives of today’s youth. Activities A and B will provide you with input for Activity C.
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ACTIVITY A

1. Write a suitable caption for this picture using the exact words given.

	youth

	employment 


	investments
	reducing
	climate
	stability
	growth
	work
	inequality
	sustainable
	reading
	health


2. Complete the following text with the words below.
Education is more than (a)_______________ writing, and arithmetic. It is one of the most important (b)_______________ a country can make in its people and its future and is critical to reducing poverty and (c)_______________. Education gives people critical skills and tools to help them better provide for themselves and others. It helps people (d)_______________ better and can create opportunities for (e)_______________ and viable economic (f)_______________  now and into the future. It encourages transparency, good governance, and (g)_______________ and helps fight against corruption. The impact of investment in education is profound: education results in raising income, improving (h)_______________, promoting gender equality, mitigating (i)_______________ change, and (j)_______________  poverty.

3. Rewrite the sentences below using the word(s) in brackets and without changing their meaning. Do not use the same word/expression more than once.

a. If I haven’t got any research to do, I read a book or listen to music. (Unless) 
b. Although Amy worked a lot on her last project, she didn’t get the best mark in her class. (Despite)
c. University students often use the Internet to look for the information they need. (So that)
ACTIVITY B
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Read the following text.

Great expectations: the hopes, fears and

challenges of today's young people
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	A lifetime in debt after university, jobs hard to find, mortgages out of reach and rents too high: young people seem to be facing a tough time. But on the surface at least, many seem as hopeful and positive as young people should be. 

Amy Baxendale, 20, from Wigan, is currently in her third year of a degree in photography at Falmouth. "I enjoy my freedom to come and go as I please, and having the means to experiment in my line of study before I go out into the big wide world! I enjoy being around likeminded people who are here for the same reason."

Nevertheless, there is evidence from many quarters that young people in the UK today really don't have it easy.

Oliver Meredith, 17, from Swindon, has just left college and is looking for work. "I want to get a job, move into a place with some friends and hopefully go into acting. Moving into a flat is likely. Acting is not likely but I'm still hopeful about it." 
In practice many young people have good relationships with their family and friends. According to Baxendale, "being away from my family and my boyfriend for so much of the year is really difficult. I've always been a family girl, and my friends are such an important part of my life."

Communicating via sites such as Twitter and Facebook is an integral part of the lives of young people – many of whom simply cannot remember a time without it. "Social networking is important for knowing what's going on," says Jacob Macmillan. "It makes communication a lot easier." And for Baxendale: "I use it to keep in touch with my family and friends back home, to Skype with my boyfriend and my mum, to organise university group work, and to get inspiration."

Despite the current doom and gloom, many of the fears of young people seem remarkably similar to those of an older generation: they are afraid of growing up, taking on responsibilities, not reaching their goals, doing badly in their exams. "Right now," says Meredith, "my only challenge is getting a job. This is of paramount importance in my life. I’ll do my very best to be successful and accomplish my dreams.”



1. Explain the meaning of the following expressions in the text.

a. lifetime in debt (l. 1)

b. current doom and gloom (l. 37)

c. paramount importance (l. 43)

2. Say who or what do the following words refer to.

a. many (l. 4)____________________________

b. who (l. 11)_____________________________

c. It (l. 31)______________________________

3. Why do you think it is so difficult for today’s youth to decide on a line of work?

4. Reread the following sentences from the text. Match the verb forms in bold with their uses in context. One of the uses does not apply. 

	a. I enjoy my freedom (ll. 7-8)
b. Oliver Meredith (...) has just left college (ll. 16-17)
c. is looking for work (l. 14)
d. I’ll do my very best (ll. 43-44)

	(
(
(
(

	1.
Past action with consequences for the present

2.
Action completed at a specific time in the past 

3.
Fact

4.
Making a promise

5.
Event in progress at the moment of speaking


ACTIVITY C

Write a text for the European Commission giving your opinion on the benefits of education in the future working lives of today’s youth.

Write between 150 and 220 words.

You may use the input provided by activities A and B.

Rizwan Syed, “Great expectations: the hopes, fears and challenges of today's young people”


(adapted and abridged), accessed in February 2014
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