Direct and Reported (Indirect) Speech    Worksheet  	PowerPoint – Direct and Reported Speech



Study!

Focus on the following pairs of sentences. They have been reported directly and indirectly. Note down all the changes made.

	
	Direct Speech
	Reported Speech
	Changes

	


1.
	


‘Stay here while I sort this out!’ he told me.
	


He told me to stay there while he sorted that out.
	stay → to stay here → there
I → he
sort → sorted this → that

	
2.
	
‘Don’t forget to give these guidelines to your employees,’ said the consultant to the executives.
	
The consultant told the executives not to forget to give those guidelines to their employees.
	

	
3.
	
‘Where are you working now, Jason?’
	
Jason’s friend asked him where he was working at that moment.
	

	
4.
	
‘My laptop is my office and it has saved me a lot of valuable time,’ said Brad.
	
Brad said that his laptop was his office and it had saved him a lot of valuable time.
	




Practise!

1.  Change the sentences below into reported speech.
a. ‘I spent a lot of time writing my C.V. yesterday,’ said Lucy.


b. ‘What do you think about my skills and qualifications, Tony?’ asked Brian.


c. ‘Don’t stay here until late, Jennifer. This can wait until tomorrow,’ said her boss.


d. ‘How many workers are doing this task, Gerry?’ asked the director.



2.  Change the sentences below into direct speech.
a. Bobby said that he had taken a few important decisions at work the month before.


b. Macey asked Darcy where he had put her covering letter.


c. David’s mother advised him not to wear his old jeans at the job interview.
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Go online and practise direct and indirect speech @ http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/grammar-exercises/reported-speech-1, http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/grammar-exercises/reported-speech-2
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