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[image: ]Part 1 – Activity A
Read the following text and answer the questions that follow: items 1-8. 
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FILM REVIEW: Cultural Clashes in the 50’s By CARYN JAMES

In 1956, Philippe is a French exchange student at a Virginia college where
tradition is sacred. He picks up a certain amount about the local culture, but
that doesn’t mean he’s ready to live by it. When he finds himself outside a blues
club in the black section of town, chased and harassed by the locals, he can only
run around the parking lot yelling out the truth: “I’m not a redneck! I am not a
Southern gentlemen! I am French!”
In fact, that difference saves him. The black musicians (Charles S. Dutton and Hinton Battle, in
roles that are too brief ) remember how well they were treated in Paris and take Philippe inside
to hear them play. It is the liveliest scene in “Foreign Student,” a small, sincere film that burdens
poor Philippe’s one semester in the Shenandoah Valley with the weight of American culture
and history in the 1950’s.
Philippe found his way to the club because of his romance with April, a grammar-school
teacher and part-time housekeeper for his English professor. Their interracial love affair is
the centerpiece of the story, and although the film acknowledges that the couple is acting
dangerously in that time and place, the affair is presented sentimentally, as one of those
deep but fleeting passions that was never meant to be anything more. “Foreign Student” is a
coming-of-age story that happens to be about racism in America, a choice that creates an
unbalanced sensation.
Source: http://www.nytimes.com



1  Complete the following table with the information from the review:	(8 marks)

	a. Title
	

	b. Liveliest scene
	

	c. Centrepiece of the story
	

	d. Type of story
	



2  Copy one sentence from the text that shows that the following statement is true:	(4 marks)

Although Philippe knows about local culture, he doesn’t live his life according to it.
Answer: ____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

For items 3-5, choose the correct option.	(6 marks)
For each item only one option is correct.
In your answers write only the letters (A, B, C or D).

3  Say who you think would enjoy this film:
a. People who like rock music.
b. People who’d love to travel to France.
c. People who hate jazz.
d. People who are interested in history and culture.

4  The main objective of a review is to:
a. Convince people to watch the film.
b. Summarise the plot of the film.
c. Provide an objective evaluation and recommendation to help one decide to watch the film or not.
d. Explain what the setting and objective of the film is.

5  In line 13 “their” means:
a. Philippe and his English professor.
b. Philippe and the black musicians.
c. Philippe and the school teacher.
d. The school teacher and the English professor.

6  Read paragraph 1 again and find a word which means: “very important”.	(2 marks)
Answer: ____________________________________________________________________________

7  Read paragraph 1 again and find a word which means: “followed by”.	(2 marks)
Answer: ____________________________________________________________________________

8  Read paragraph 2 again and write an antonym for the word: “liveliest”.	(3 marks)
Answer: ____________________________________________________________________________


[image: ]Part 1 – Activity B
Read the following text and answer the questions that follow: items 9-13.
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Lehigh Valley high schools get together
at Moravian to discuss cultural diversity
(Bethlehem, Pennsylvania) – Over 400 students, teachers, and
administrators from 22 Lehigh Valley and Berks county high
schools will participate in a conference focusing on ethnic and cultural diversity. The
conference, titled “The Promise of the Rainbow: The Challenge of Racial and Ethnic Cultural
Diversity in Schools,” will provide an opportunity to explore issues of racial and cultural
diversity in an open, positive and constructive manner.
The goal of the conference is to foster a better understanding and appreciation of the cultural
diversity found today in schools, according to Dr. John Reynolds, the conference organizer.
The program’s main focus is teaching conflict resolution skills; this year there’s a special
emphasis on commitment. “It is important that the conference has a lasting positive impact.
This year we are going to ask each participating school to make a commitment to take a
tangible first step in promoting inclusiveness,” he said. “We will then contact schools in the
spring to follow-up and document their progress. The goal is to then publish and distribute a
booklet, highlighting the year’s progress, to other schools as an example of what can be done
to improve understanding.” “We have the most diverse nation in the world and it’s important
to recognize that there are great benefits to derive from that diversity,” Reynolds said.
“Unfortunately there is also a great deal of pain, hatred, and conflict because of our diversity.
This conference is designed to teach people to embrace the benefits of diversity.”
Diversity Conference at Moravian College: Approximately 400 high school students are
expected to attend the conference. Participating schools on April 3 include William Allen,
Parkland, Notre Dame, Pleasant Valley, CIT, Emmaus, Whitehall, Easton, Northampton, BECA,
and Upward Bound – Kutztown, Reading. The conference will be highlighted by a “sociodrama”
workshop – a role-playing experience in which students and teachers will dramatize situations
of potential conflict.
Source: http://www.moravian.edu



For items 9-11, choose the correct option.	(6 marks)
For each item only one option is correct.
In your answers write only the letters (A, B, C or D).

9  The main public of the conference are:
a. the general public.
b. teachers.
c. students.
d. parents.

10  At the conference the following issue(s) will be discussed:
a. the acceptance of one’s culture.
b. the acceptance of one’s race.
c. the acceptance of cultural diversity.
d. the acceptance of cultural and indigenous diversity.


11  The main objective of the conference is to:
a. promote and teach conflict resolution skills.
b. promote and teach cultural skills.
c. promote and teach academic skills.
d. have a short term effect on students.

12  Read paragraph 1 again and explain the meaning of the word “diversity”.
Answer: _____________________________________________________________________________

13 Read paragraph 2 again and write a synonym for the word “foster”.
Answer: _____________________________________________________________________________


Part 1 – Activity C

14  Now read an answer to what culture is and choose the appropriate option for each gap.
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What is culture?
Nowadays we live in a global world with people who come from many different places and
cultures. Therefore, as community builders, understanding culture is our business. Whether
you live a. in / on central Kansas b. or / nor New York City, whether you live in Miami, Nevada,
or the Pacific Northwest, you are working with and establishing relationships with people –
people c. who / which all d. are / have different cultures.
So, one can then ask oneself the following question: “What exactly is culture?” Here is one
e. possible / possibility definition.
“Culture” refers f. with / to a group or community g. who / which shares common experiences
that shape the way its members understand the world. h. This / These includes groups that we
are born into, such i. in / as race, national origin, gender, class, or religion. It can also include a
group we join or become part of. For example, it is possible to acquire a new culture by moving
to a new country or region, by a change in our economic status, or by becoming disabled.
When we think of culture this broadly we realise we all belong to many cultures at once.
j. However / Thus, culture is a broad term that can have many meanings depending on a
number of different variables.
Source: www.ctb.ku.edu
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