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	Civic solidarity and volunteering



Group I

Read the text 'Art for Democracy calls for support!' and answer accordingly.
	
Art for Democracy calls for support!
 
The Baku-based Art for Democracy campaign has launched a new fundraising campaign through the crowdfunding website Indiegogo. Art for Democracy is seeking contributions for a new website which will support the promotion of human rights and democratic reform in Azerbaijan.
 
With 140 people currently in detention or prison for politically motivated reasons and an ongoing crackdown by authorities on the fundamental rights to freedom of expression, assembly, and association, the human rights situation in Azerbaijan is alarming. The Art for Democracy campaign is seeking to counter this ongoing repression and improve the situation in the country by using art to promote human rights and democratic reform.

Art for Democracy is calling for donations for the development of a new, innovative website that will serve as a platform for Azerbaijans alternative artists to share their work, and as an interactive forum for Azerbaijanis to discuss human rights issues.
 
In helping us to develop this website, contributors will be providing vital support for the promotion of human rights and democratic reform in Azerbaijan. The website will give Azerbaijanis a place both to access alternative art, and to discuss human rights issues that are important to our society, said Human Rights Club Chairman and Art for Democracy Coordinator Rasul Jafarov.

Art for Democracy is developing the website with London-based design agency ‘epitype’, an ethical future company that uses design to build communities and enable social change.
 
The site will take users on a journey through the key issues surrounding social justice and democratic reform in Azerbaijan. Regardless of their level of understanding, users will be able to engage with the issues facing Azerbaijan in an exciting, stimulating, and accessible way by discovering art, exploring the issues through reading and discussion, and contributing to the campaign by raising awareness through social media, said epitype Creative Director Martin Roach.

The Indiegogo campaign allows supporters to make donations in any amount. For as little as 5, contributors can receive rewards such as digital music downloads and prints of artwork from alternative Azerbaijani artists. The fundraising campaign will run through 23 December.
 
We are asking for help both through donations and in spreading the word about the crowdfunding campaign. Every donation, no matter how big or small, is a tremendous help, said Jafarov.
  
Adapted and abridged, Art for democracy calls for support, Campaigns [consulted on Feb. 6, 2014]. Visit http://www.civicsolidarity.org/
 


1. Decide if the following sentences are true [T] or false [F] according to the text.

a) The donations will be gathered via social networks or the Web to support a democratic reform in Azerbaijan. 
b) The virtual platform has the purpose of creating a place where artists share their work and discuss human rights issues. 
c) Only experts or professionals in technology will be able to engage in the discussions brought up in the website. 
d) The campaign stipulates that only the most generous donations will be considered valid. 



2. Decide if the following sentences are true [T] or false [F] according to the text.

a) The Art for Democracy campaign was created to request donations through asking people on the street. 
b) This campaign seeks the promotion of animal rights and the creation of laws against animal cruelty.
c) The situation of civil and human rights in this country is extremely appalling. 
d) There is strong repression of liberty of speech and thought. 


3. Indicate what/who the highlighted words refer to in the text. Follow the example.
Example: Susan, who is a good girl... 
Susan 

a) Art for Democracy is seeking contributions for a new website which will support ... (paragraph 1)
b) ...website that will serve as a platform for Azerbaijan’s alternative artists to share their work...  (paragraph 2)
c) Regardless of their level of understanding, users will be able to engage... (paragraph 6)


4. Complete the sentences according to the information from the text. 

a) The website responsible for raising funds is called...
b) This campaign was launched to defend the people of...
c) The platform will have an interactive forum where people can discuss issues regarding...
d) All donations mean a huge...


Group II

Read the text ' Testimony: Darfuri refugees' and answer accordingly.

Testimony: Darfuri refugees

Injured man in refugee camp, Chad: I don't actually know what happened to us, we were looking after our animals around the village. The airplane came and bombed the area… We ran from the bomb… far from the village. We found the military with the janjawid. They were on horseback and camels. They hit us… we were injured… people came to take us away but we don't know where our families are now… we found ourselves here.
 
A 25-year old woman now in refugee camp, Chad: The village was attacked on 28 June 2003, when men on horses and camels and in cars came in and surrounded the village at midday. The janjawid were accompanied by soldiers of the government, who were using cars. Two hours later, a plane and two helicopters flew over the village and shot rockets. The attackers came into the houses and shot my mother and grandfather, without saying a word. Most of the inhabitants had stayed in their houses. The attack lasted for two hours and everything was burnt down in the village.
 
A 20-year old woman now in refugee camp, Chad: I was sleeping when the attack took place. I was taken away along with dozens of other girls, and had to walk for three hours. During the day, we were beaten up, and they told us: "you, the black women, we will exterminate you. You have no God". We were taken to a place in the bush and we did not receive food and almost no water for three days. After that time, they had to move to another place and set us free. They told us: "next time we come, we will exterminate you all, we will not even leave a child alive."
 
Adapted and abridged, Testimony: Darfuri Refugees in Chad, Amnestie International, USA. [consulted on 21 Out. 2010] www.amnestyusa.org


5. Decide if the following sentences are true [T] or false [F] according to the text.
	
a) These testimonies reveal fear, despair and hopelessness.
b) The man and women became refugees for ethnic and racial reasons.
c) None of the refugees were subjected to torture or starvation for several days.
d) One of the refugees lost a baby as a result of a bombing over her village.


6. Decide if the following sentences are true [T] or false [F] according to the text.

a) The injured man doesn't know where his family is and how he got to the refugee camp.
b) The janjawid are members of various tribes who are armed and operate in Darfur (Sudan and Chad).
c) Humiliation and starvation is part of the terrorists’ mode of action.
d) Planes and helicopters aren't involved in the conflict.


7. Decide if the following sentences are true [T] or false [F] according to the text.

a) The three refugees are currently living in a refugee camp.
b) Young girls are respected by the soldiers during the attacks.
c) The janjawid are soldiers of the government who attack and terrorise small villages in Darfur.
d) The injured man is now safe and sound with his family at the refugee camp.


8. Choose the correct option. 

Who's not sure what happened?

a) A 25-year old woman now in refugee camp, Chad.
b) A 20-year old woman now in refugee camp, Chad.
c) Injured man in refugee camp, Chad.


Group II

Read the text ' Being a volunteer' and answer accordingly.

Being a volunteer

Dushanbe, Tajikistan: Thanks to the Human Resources Development Program for Peace Builders sponsored by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan, I had the opportunity to work for UNICEF Tajikistan Country Office as UNV Education Monitoring and Evaluation Specialist for twelve months.
As an experienced educational professional and a specialist of project management, I contributed to evidence-based education planning and programming by enhancing UNICEFs monitoring and evaluation capability through mentoring, presentation, and analytical work.

Looking back to my twelve-month assignment at UNICEF Tajikistan Country Office, however, the biggest reward of this assignment can be found in the fact that it enabled me to deliberate what it means to be a volunteer. 

In 1995, a very severe earthquake occurred in Kobe, a large city in the western part of Japan, killing more than 6,000 citizens. At that time, I was still a high school student, preparing for the university entrance examination at my parents house in Tokyo. The news and articles about the earthquake were always very shocking to me. However, the even more shocking thing - in a positive sense - was the large number of international professionals who immediately came to Japan from all over the world in order to help people in Kobe as professional volunteers. 

Before this earthquake occurred in 1995, not many Japanese citizens had a good understanding of volunteerism or being a volunteer. However, these international professionals enabled us to understand what volunteerism means; it is a true passion coming from the innermost to drive change - positive change - in politics, the economy, society, and every aspect of our lives. If you are young and trying to make change in society, it is specifically called youth participation. Since then, I had wanted to work as an international professional volunteer once in my lifetime; volunteerism is a form of contribution to society and the world. 

After having worked in Tajikistan for twelve months, I realize that it is the United Nations system in Tajikistan that can take the lead in promoting the true spirit of volunteerism and youth participation in the country - through various programmes and projects - in order to assist people in creating positive change for children and the whole world.
 
Adapted and abridged, Being a volunteer, Volunteer voices [consulted on Feb. 6, 2014]. Visit http://www.unv.org/


9. Decide if the following sentences are true [T] or false [F] according to the text.

a) The thing which struck him the most when the natural event occurred was the immediacy of the international assistance. 
b) The Japanese always knew the true significance of being a volunteer.
c) To be a volunteer means having a great passion to make a difference in people’s lives.
d) After his experience in Tajikistan he became convinced of the worthlessness of volunteering.


10. Decide if the following sentences are true [T] or false [F] according to the text.

a) Dushanbe worked as a volunteer for a year in Tajikistan.
b) He had large experience in the industrial area.
c) When the earthquake struck Kobe, he had just finished college. 
d) The earthquake didn’t cause serious damage.


11. Complete the sentences according to the information from the text.

a) The international professional volunteers made people understand that volunteerism is a true…
b) When young people want to get involved it is called…
c) The United Nations are able to promote volunteering through several programs and…


12. Complete the sentences according to the information from the text.

a) In 1995 occurred in Kobe a tremendous…
b) At the time he was studying for his university entrance… 
c) Before the earthquake, the Japanese weren’t aware of what it meant to be a …


13. Complete the sentences by choosing the correct options.

There are many countries with a long history of gender a)_______________. The inequalities of b)_________________ go from the arranged c)_________________ to the women's lack of d)_________________ or rights in society. 

Options: privileges, discrimination, gender, marriages


14. Complete the sentences by choosing the correct options. 

The organisation "Doctors without borders" offers assistance to people a)______________ of their race, religion, gender or political b)________________. This organization does not get c)_______________ in the armed conflict by not taking d)_________________. 

Options: sides, involved, regardless, beliefs


15. Complete the sentences by choosing the correct options. 

The developing a)_______________, also designated as Third World, are often in b)_______________ situations that require c)_______________ help from d)_______________ aid organizations. 

Options: crisis, external, countries, humanitarian


16. Match the words on the left with their definitions on the right.

	I

1. protest	
2. initiative
3. community
4. participation
	II

a) group of people sharing the same interests
b) to express disapproval or objection
c) taking part or being involved in something
d) leading action



17. Match the words on the left with their definitions on the right.

	I

1. 1. non-profit
2. 2. organization
3. 3. involvement
4. 4. mission	

	II

a) engagement or participation in a group´s activity
b) a group of people sent to a foreign country to conduct negotiations, establish relations or provide technical assistance
c) an association of people who work for a common purpose
d) not seeking any advantageous gain or return




18. Match the words on the left with their definitions on the right.

	I

5. 1. respect
6. 2. corporate 
7. 3. community
8. 4. assistance	

	II

a) the activity of contributing to the fulfilment of someone’s needs
b) a group of people sharing the same interests or identity
c) belonging to a united group
d) an attitude of consideration, regard and esteem





19. Put the items in the correct order.

a) Some charity organizations like
b) for famine relief in Ethiopia.
c) "Band Aid" work to raise money


20. Put the items in the correct order.

a) by volunteers
b) Actions carried out
c) are crucial and decisive
d) in war zones.
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Answer Key
)1. a) T; b) T ; c) F ; d) F;

2. a) F; b) F; c) T; d) T;

3. a) new website; b) artists’ ; c) users’ ;

4. a) Indiegogo; b) Azerbaijan ; c) human rights ; d) help;

5. a) T; b) T; c) F; d) T.

6. a) T; b) T; c) T; d) F.

[bookmark: _GoBack]7. a) T; b) F; c) F; d) F.

8. c)

9. a) T; b) F; c) T; d) F.

10. a) T; b) F; c) F; d) F.

11. a) passion; b) youth participation; c) projects;

12. a) earthquake; b) examination; c) volunteer;

13. a) discrimination; b) gender; c) marriages; d) privileges.

14. a) regardless; b) beliefs; c) involved; d) sides.

15. a) countries; b) critical; c) external; d) humanitarian.

16. 1. b; 2. d; 3. a; 4. c;

17. 1. d; 2. c; 3. a; 4. b;

18. 1. d; 2. c; 3. b; 4. a;

19. a), c), b).

20. b), a), c), d).
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