



Relative Clauses    Worksheet 	


PowerPoint – Relative Clauses





Study!

A.  Look at these sentences. Identify what the underlined words refer to in each sentence.
• Scientists who carry out genetic research can find the cure to serious diseases.
• Citizens that don’t know much about genetic research often have preconceived ideas about it.
• I’ve just posted a comment that shares some information on the impact of genetic research.
• Some medical treatments, which weren’t very effective, were replaced by gene therapy.





Relative Pronouns are used to link sentences and refer to the words that precede them.
A relative clause gives information about the word(s) it refers to.


• Clarissa, whose school paper was on genetically-modified food, was surprised by the amount of GMOs that already exist in our food.
• Andrew Garfield, who plays Spider-Man, was amazed at the implications of genetics in today’s world.
• One of the actors who played a minor part in Spider-Man has been diagnosed with a genetic disorder.



B.  Complete the table.

	
	
	Person
	
	Thing

	
Subject
	
	
	
	

	Object
	
	
	
	

	Possessive
	
	
	
	





C. Look at the examples again and…
1. Identify the relative clause.
2. Decide if the relative clause can be removed from the sentence without changing the meaning.



D.  Complete the diagram about defining/non-defining relative clauses with the words from the box on the left.



commas
pronoun
cannot





DEFINING

1.  	
information

4.  	
information





NON-DEFINING
essential between extra

RELATIVE
CLAUSE

>	2. No  		5.  		<
commas

RELATIVE
CLAUSE

3. The  	

6. The pronoun

can be ommited	            be ommited


Relative Clauses



Practise!

E.  Decide if the relative clauses are defining or non-defining. Put in commas where needed.

1. The scientist who was arrested yesterday was conducting illegal genetic experiments.

2. Some films which show genetically modified creatures are quite scary.

3. Orphan Black which is a Canadian TV show tells the story of a woman with multiple clones.

4. What is the name of the scientist who first completed the map of the human genome?

5. Scientists who wish to conduct genetic tests on humans must be careful not to break any laws.

6. That company which is a leader in gene research is in danger of going bankrupt.


F.  Complete with the correct relative pronoun. Ommit it when possible.

1. The man  	 I met yesterday is a scientist.

2. John,  	 wife works in genetic research, couldn’t participate in the forum.

3. That is the scientific journal  	 I always read.

4. My e-mail account,  	 was blocked, is working now.

5. Scientists  	 projects on gene manipulation offer more practical applications will get funding.


G. Join these sentences using a suitable relative pronoun.

1.  I have just watched a new episode of Amazing Genetics. It deals with genetically modified seeds and crops.



2.  Genetic research has great potential. It must be used ethically and for the benefit of mankind.



3.  People from Toscana and Umbria are genetically special. They have an Etruscan genetic heritage.



4.  8 percent of our DNA is derived from viruses. These invaded our ancestors’ genomes and never left.



5.  The human genome contains somewhere around 20,000 genes. This is amazing.



6.  Jumping genes make it possible to repair DNA sequences. They have been found throughout many
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Go online and practise the relative pronouns @ http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/english-grammar/pronouns/relative-pronouns and
http://learnenglish.britishcouncil.org/en/english-grammar/clause-phrase-and-sentence/verb-patterns/relative-clauses
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