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Listening
Part A

All right, everyone, please be quiet now and listen. Thank you. Today I’m going to tell you about a woman named Beatrix Potter. She was a famous English author and illustrator. This means she wrote books and drew the pictures in them, too. She was born to a rich family in London, England, on 28th July, 1866. As a child, she spent many holidays in the countryside in Scotland and England. That is where she started drawing pictures of the things she saw in nature. She also liked to draw her pet rabbits, which she called Benjamin and Peter. She also wrote stories about them having exciting adventures.

When Beatrix was 30 years old, she published her first book called The Tales of Peter Rabbit. It was a collection of the stories and drawings she made, and it was very popular with children. She went on to write many more books, and became so successful that she did not need money from anyone else. This was very difficult for a woman at that time. She bought a farm and lived there until her death on 22nd December, 1943. Her work is among the most popular children’s books to this day.

Part B 

Girl: Hi, Bob. How are you? I didn’t see you at the park yesterday. Where were you?

Boy: Hi, Jennifer. I wasn’t at the park because my grandparents took me on a surprise trip to the National History Museum in London after I did my chores at home. 

Girl: Oh, I went there with my parents last weekend. Did your sister Kate go, too?

Boy: No, she couldn’t come because she had plans with her friends. They went shopping at the mall. 

Girl: That’s nice. Did you enjoy the museum?

Boy: Yes, it was really interesting! 

Girl: What did you do first?

Boy: We had lunch before we looked at the exhibitions. There’s an area where you can eat food you bring from home, but we went to the restaurant instead. My grandparents had salads and I had a sandwich.

Girl: That’s what I had, too. I loved seeing the space exhibition. What was your favourite exhibition? 

Boy: I thought the one about ocean animals was really cool. But the best exhibition was the one about dinosaurs. I looked at everything and read all of the information. 

Girl: Did you see the whole museum in one day?

Boy: No, it’s too big. That’s why I want to become a member.

Girl: That’s a great idea. In fact, I’m a member.

Boy: Really? Is it true that you get free meals from the restaurant?

Girl: No, but we get discounts on food and drinks. We can go together when you become a member.

Boy: That sounds great!
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