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Salford

  This is the beginning of the school year so let’s start   

  with amazing and surprising news…  

  When you are at school   

           how do you know it’s time to go to class?  

  Let’s see if it is the same for other students… 

For students at St Ambrose Barlow High School in Salford 
the school bell is no longer part of their day. It has been 
replaced with music. A 30-second instrumental version of  
a Beatles song or a track from the Lion King now marks the 
beginning and end of lessons. Some days the school has 
a theme – Abba, film soundtracks and disco have all been 
popular. Students can also make requests.

“I want students to like being at school and that means 
making it enjoyable, even how it sounds,” says head teacher 
Marie Garside. “The students love the music. They really 
listen to the songs and often ask what certain tracks are so  
it creates an opportunity to teach them something.”

The idea looks like it could catch on. Garside says she’s had  
a lot of calls from other schools interested to find out more. 

Is this  
the end  
of the  
School  
bell?
A school in Salford has 

replaced its bell with music 

to mark the beginning and 

end of lessons… 

What  would your music  request  be?
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“I think it has really worked 
because bells are a little bit 

more alarming. It’s nice to 
walk out of class and listen 
to some theme music. It’s a 

nice transition.”

 Here’s a student´s 
 opinion: 

Tick True (T) or False (F).   
1. Salford is near London.

2. The school bell is still used at the school.

3. The students can also choose the music.

4. Teachers can use the music to teach.

5. Anna doesn’t agree with the head teacher.
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1. When it was my turn to answer I didn’t know 
what to say, but then the school head teacher 
entered the classroom. I was saved by the bell.

2. I found the street because the directions were 
clear as a bell.

3. I can’t talk to you now. Give me a bell later.

4. That name rings a bell but I don’t remember 
for sure.

5.  I’m as sound as a bell.

a. Give me a call later.

b. I am healthy.

c. Something or someone saved me 
at the last moment.

d. The instructions were very clear.

e. The name sounds familiar to me.

The Liberty Bell
American symbol of freedom 
made in 1752. It is in 
Philadelphia.

Big Ben
The most famous bell  
in London, the largest  
of the bells in the tower.

 Did you know there was a famous  

 scientist whose surname was Bell? 

 What did 
 Graham Bell invent? 

 a. Television 
 c. Telephone 

 b. Radio 

Idioms with  
the word  
“bell”

 Match the numbers 

 and the letters. 

  Curiosities  
  Famous bells  

3



Which of these sports is the most dangerous?

This activity is known as wall trampoline. 

Part gymnastics, part parkour, it is an emerging 

sport. The participants call themselves bouncers. 

They have big plans for the sport. 

“The ultimate goal is to have wall trampoline  

in the X-Games,” said Julien, a computer science 

student and professional trampolinist. 

www.nytimes.com (abridged) 

accessed in February 2014

All you need to do freestyle slacklining 

is a sort of nylon or polyester webbing. You 

can do it in schools, parks or streets. You can 

bounce and do extraordinary moves as if you 

were on a narrow trampoline.

Freestyle Scootering is a relatively new 

extreme sport which involves using kick scooters  

to perform freestyle tricks, in a manner similar  

to skateboarding and BMX freestyle.
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Find out …

1. who invented jet surfing.

2.  the name of an extreme sports competition.

3.  how many competitions Tony Hawk won.

4.  which sport needs a parachute.

5.  which sport uses BMX tricks. 

Tony Hawk is a professional skateboarder. 
He was 9 years old when his brother gave 
him his first skateboard and his father built 
a ramp in their garden. He rolled down an 
alley behind his house. At the end, his first 
question was: “How do I turn?” This was 
the beginning of an amazing adventure. He 

practised six hours a day, every day. He won his first 
contest at 11 years old, and when he was 16 everybody 
considered him the best competitive skateboarder in 
the world.  Tony stopped competing in 1991. He won 72 
out of 103 competitions. He is known as “The Birdman” 
because of his high-flying acrobatics. He invented 
almost one hundred tricks and moves. Tony was the first 
to land the 900 trick at the X-Games in 1999. 
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  NAME   
Tony Hawk
  OCCUPATION   
Professional skateboarder
  BIRTH DATE   
May 12, 1968
  PLACE OF BIRTH   
San Diego, California, USA

Jet surf is the future of surfing! 
It was designed by Martin Sula, 
a Formula 1 engineer from 
Czech Republic. It’s all in one: 
surfboarding, wakeboarding, 
bodyboarding, kite boarding and  
a powerful engine! 

Base jumping is an extreme sport where you jump from fixed positions and use a parachute to break your fall. “Base” is an acronym for 4 types of places from which you can jump: Buildings, Antennas (Towers), Spans (bridges) and Earth cliffs. 
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in the 
UK…

COVER STORY!

Street Food is food you buy and eat on the 
streets, markets and any other public place. It is 
usually sold from stalls1, trailers or vans2.

Nowadays you can find street food anywhere in the 
world as it has become a very popular way of having  
a tasty cheap quick meal. 

Some people think this kind  
of food is unhealthy but this is 
not necessarily true. You can 
find good quality food like 
fresh products cooked in 
a traditional way.

Street food in the UK 
was influenced by the 
USA, where it has been 
a reality for years.

The importance of street 
food has increased so much that 
there is an annual gathering of 
street food vans, stalls and trailers 
coming to the UK from different 
European countries. It’s a kind of 
food festival. There are winners in 
different categories such as: best 
main dish, best sandwich, best pie, 
best dessert, best drink, …

British  
Street Food

BRITISH
ST- FOOD

Restaurant owners don’t like the idea of having 
stalls selling food just outside their door. They say 
they affect their business very much. They sell their 
food cheaper because they pay no rent or rates3. On 
the other hand, street food vendors4 say they don’t 
interfere with restaurants because their food is 
different and they think they shouldn’t pay the same 
rates because they work on the street.

What do you think?  
Who’s right?

Restaurant owners

Street Food Vendors  

 Do you usually eat street food? 

 Do you like this type of food? 

1 stalls: barracas / 
bancas de comida        
2 vans: carrinhas
3 rates: taxas
4 vendors: vendedores                                   

VOC STOP
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and around 
the world!

 In ancient Rome, 
street food was sold to poor people 
because they didn’t have a kitchen at 
home to cook meals.

 Street food is eaten by 2.5 billion people 
per day in the world.

 Eating street food is becoming more  

   and more popular around the world. 

 Have a look at the places below. 

 It’s cooked in front of you: you can see the 
ingredients they use and how they cook them.

 You have the opportunity to eat traditional food.

 It’s fast, so it’s the best option if you don’t have 
much time to spend having a meal.

 It’s cheap: you can spare money to spend on 
other things.

  Curiosities  

Class Food Awards

Vote on the best sandwich, dessert, main 
dish, drink…. 

Then you can have a poster with the 
winners in your class.
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  SONG!

KEY
Page 2  | True: 3, 4 | False: 1, 2, 5 |  Page 3 | Idioms: 1. c  2. d  3. a  4. e  5. b | Curiosities: c. Telephone |   
Page 5 | 1. Martin Sula  2. X-Games  3. 72  4. Base jumping  5. Freestyle scootering |  Page 8 | a. story  
b. December c. time d. magic list e. a wish f. Santa Claus g. family h. season i. freezing j. reindeer k. boots 

Ho, ho, ho
Shake up the happiness
Wake up the happiness
Shake up the happiness
It’s Christmas time

There’s a a.               that I was told
And I wanna tell the world
Before I get too old
And don’t remember it
So let’s b.               it
And reassemble it oh yeah

Once upon a c.               in a town like this
A little girl made a great big wish
To fill the world full of happiness
And be on Santa’s d.              

              [Chorus] (x2)

American pop rock band from 

San Francisco. Some of their 

most famous songs are: Hey, 

Soul Sister and Drive By

Shake it up
Shake up the happiness
Wake it up
Wake up the happiness
Come on y’all
It’s Christmas time 

Ho, Ho, Ho
Ho, Ho, Ho
It’s Christmas time

At the same time miles away
A little boy made e.               that day
That the world would be okay
If f.               would hear him say
I got dreams and I got love
I got my feet on the ground 
And g.               above
Can you send some happiness
With my best to the rest
Of the people of the East and the West and
Maybe every once in a while you
Give my grandma a reason to smile
It is the h.               to smile
It’s cold but we’ll be i.               in style
And let me meet a girl one day that
Wants to spread some love this way
We can let our souls run free and
She can open some happiness with me

[Chorus]

I know you’re out there
I hear your j.              
I see the snow where
Your k.               have been
I’m gonna show them
So they will know then
Their love will grow when
They believe again

[Chorus]

Here is a Christmas song. Try to fill in 
the blanks with the words in the snow 
globe. Then you can look for the song 
and listen to it to check your answers. 

  Have fun!  

story
boots

magic list
Santa Claus

season

Decembera wish
time

reindeer family
freezing
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