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	Media



Group I

Read the text ‘The power of Social Media’ and answer accordingly.

The Power of Social Media

[bookmark: _GoBack]With the millions of apps, websites and other platforms for people to communicate through media that are all over the Internet these days, this is truly the age of social media. Teenagers like myself are among the top users of most social media platforms on the Internet. Whether it's updating a Facebook status, fitting a joke into 140 characters or uploading a picture of our lunch to Instagram, we are on the Internet a lot. Social media is a huge part of our culture.
Recently, I've seen a rise in the number of people on my Facebook feed writing or posting long articles about why social media is destructive to teenagers. Many people seem to have a negative outlook on social media and its influence on today's youth. Don't get me wrong, there are a lot of negative aspects of kids having so much freedom on the Internet in this day and age. Advertisers have endless opportunities to manipulate and influence us. Privacy is not really an option for most social media users. Plus, the Internet is now an environment that allows people to easily and anonymously hurt others. Cyber bullying has become a huge problem in the last few years. These are all negative aspects of being a part of online communities. That being said, I don't think social media is totally bad. I actually think being part of the social media world is beneficial to teenagers. It provides a space for youth to share opinions, stories and thoughts. It allows us to connect with people all over the world. It can be used for bad things, but it can also be used for good.

On the Internet and off, bullying has always been a huge problem among youth, and probably will be for a long time to come. I'm not trying to justify bullying in any way, but I am simply saying that taking the Internet away would not solve the bullying problem. There are other ways to make a difference.

The youth of today have a voice like we never have before. Social media can be an awesome environment to encourage each other, communicate with people and share our stories. Social media gives us a chance to reconnect and keep up with old friends and friends that live far away. It gives us the opportunity to share our stories and get our opinions out there. Having the freedom to say what we want on the Internet makes us feel heard. That can be such a powerful feeling, and I think it's a really important one for teenagers to have.

People need to start listening to what the youth has to say and understand that so much good can come from this opportunity if we are encouraged and accepted online and offline.


Adapted and abridged, The power of Social Media, The Huffington Post, [online], [consulted on Feb. 16, 2014]. Visit http://www.huffingtonpost.com /samantha-goodyear/the-power-of-social-media_3_b_5161138.html

	
1. Match the words on the left with their definitions on the right.

	I

1. uploading
2. updating
3. cyber bullying
4. keep up
	II

a) harassing people through the web
b) transferring data
c) maintain contact
d) providing new information



2. Find evidence for the following statements.

a) Young people are the ones who use more the media platforms to communicate.
b) Many people tend to consider the social media a negative thing for teenagers.
c) The Internet can be used to harass people.


3. Choose the correct option.

Social media is…

a) something which is recent and new for most people.
b) something which characterizes today’s society.
c) something which is not developed and is unknown for most people.


4. Find synonyms in the text for the following words.

a) consumers (paragraph 1)
b) harmful (paragraph 2)
c) great (paragraph 4)


5. Decide if the following sentences are true [T] or false [F]. 

a) The era we are living in is completely influenced by the social media.
b) Teenagers struggle to keep up with the advance of technology.
c) Social media is considered to be a negative influence on youths. 
d) Destroying the Internet and the social media is a way to re-establish order and end violence.


6. Choose the correct option.

Bullying…

a) has appeared with the Internet and spread fast.
b) exists for a long time but it is going to stop due to the Internet
c) has always existed and it will still be a problem for teenagers in the future.

7. What do teenagers usually use social media for?


8. Why is social media considered by many people as a destructive thing?


9. Explain why the author considers social media as a very positive way of communicating.


10. According to the text, what do people need to start doing?


Group II

Read the text 'Social Media- Life of a Teen' and answer accordingly.

Social Media 

Dear ediary,

My day began just like any other day of my life. I got up and I immediately checked my phone to see if there were any messages from my friends, so I spent some time texting. Then I went on my Facebook page to see what was new. I got excited right away because I had dozens of comments on the “selfie” I had posted yesterday when I was going to bed at 2 in the morning (it’s so difficult to go to sleep when there’s a whole exciting world to discover on the Internet).

Before leaving home I also checked my Instagram account, I uploaded some pics where I was pretending to study for today’s test and I chatted for a while with all of my friends who were also logged on. On my way to school I went to Twitter and tweeted for a while, just for the fun of it, but after a while it became boring so I decided to download the newest available app.

When I got to school, my best friend told me that the most popular girl in school posted a comment on one of my pictures calling me names and saying lies about me, things that could totally ruin my reputation. And they did. As I was going to class, people looked at me in a funny way, and I could hear them whispering stuff to each other.

I have never felt so humiliated in my life. Even those who called themselves my friends on Facebook turned their backs on me. Now I know they aren’t true friends, I don’t even know who they are. All this time I have been fooling myself. 
Before I knew it, everyone had a mean comment about me. People are talking about me on Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and all over the social networks.

It’s 5 a.m. in the morning and I’m checking everybody’s profile before I block them. I just can’t stop. I never log off. It seems I’m losing my mind. My mum thinks I’m sleeping but I just can’t. I can’t even focus on my studies. My life is a real mess and I think I’m obsessed. 

I’m going to tell you a secret: I think I’m addicted. Do you think that there is anyone out there to help me?


11. Match the words on the left with their definitions on the right.

	I

1. texting
2. excited
3. selfie
4. fooling
	II

a) writing a text message
b) deceiving
c) a photo taken by the person oneself
d) feeling restless 



12. Find evidence for the following statements.

a) She posts photos which can mislead people.
b) Social media is interesting and attractive to teenagers, so she doesn’t get much sleep.
c) Social media distracts her from her important tasks.
13. Choose the correct option.

Her friends on Facebook…

a) helped her with the bullying situation.
b) didn’t care about what was happening.
c) asked someone older to help her.


14. Find synonyms for the following words.

a) explore (paragraph 1)
b) recent (paragraph 2)
c) embarrassed (paragraph 4)


15. Decide if the following sentences are true [T] or false [F]. 

a) Internet is a way to make truthful friends.
b) Teenagers are abusive to each other in the virtual environment.
c) She can manage her time to get enough sleep.
d) The girl is totally dependent on Internet.


16. Choose the correct option.

This unstoppable connection to social media...

a) is healthy because teenagers don’t feel isolated.
b) has no damage in teenagers studies and social relationships.
c) is making teenagers more insensitive to each other’s problems and feelings. 


17. How is social media affecting her life?


18. What’s this teenager’s daily routine like before arriving to school?


19. What happened that day she got to school?


20. What was the reaction of her Facebook friends? 







 (
Media
Answer Key
)1. 1.-b); 2.-d); 3.-a); 4.-c).

2. 
a) Teenagers like myself are among the top users of most social media platforms on the Internet.
b) Many people seem to have a negative outlook on social media and its influence on today's youth.
c) the Internet is now an environment that allows people to easily and anonymously hurt others.

3. b)

4. 
a) users
b) destructive
c) awesome

5. a) T ;b)F ; c)T ; d)F.

6. c)

7. Teenagers usually use the Internet to post comments, upload pictures, to check their Facebooks or to surf it.

8. Many people consider it a negative thing because it can influence teenagers, it’s a vehicle for violence and bullying and there is no privacy.

9. The author considers it a very positive way to communicate because through the net teenagers can express their feelings, their thoughts, their opinions, which gives them a chance to be heard.

10. People need to pay attention to teenagers and understand that Internet is also a good thing.

11. 1.-a); 2.-d); 3.-c); 4.-b).

12. 
a) “I uploaded some pics where I was pretending to study for today’s test”
b) “It’s so difficult to go to sleep when there’s a whole exciting world to discover on the Internet”
c) “I can’t even focus on my studies.”

13. b)

14.
a) discover
b) newest
c) humiliated

15. a)F; b)T; c)F; d)T.

16. c)
17. She can’t sleep, she can’t concentrate on her studies, she is having problems with her friends at school and she is becoming obsessed with social media.

18. First she checks her phone to see if she has any message, then she goes on Facebook to see what’s new. After that she uploads some pictures on Instagram and tweets all the way to school.

19. When she got to school she found out that everyone in school was saying bad things about her behind her back and then all over the social networks.

20. Her friends on Facebook didn’t care about what was happening and turned their backs on her.
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