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Unit 4 The evolution of technology
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LISTENING 








15 Minutes
A. You will hear three short conversations. For each conversation, put a tick (() in the box below the correct picture.
1. What does Sally want to buy at the shop?
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2. Which programme is on first this evening?
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3. What present will Patrick give his friend Susan?
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4. How much did the smartphone cost?
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(Adapted from: Cambridge Tests)





(Adapted from: Cambridge Tests)

READING COMPREHENSION
   
             20 Minutes
Read the text carefully.


A. Match in order to make sentences about the text.
1. This printer can make…

2. There are only…

3. According to Will.i.am this printer is useful because…

4. The Ecocycle printer is…

5. In the future it will be possible to…

6. You can only buy the cartridges for this 3D printer…
	(a) it recycles plastic.

	(b) print whole houses with 3D printers.

	(c) directly from Cubify.

	(d) new objects using plastic bottles.

	(e) still very expensive.

	(f) four colours available to use with this printer so far.


B. Match the words taken from the text with the corresponding meanings in the box.

1. durability (line 6): _______________________
2. partner (line 12): _______________________
3. ambitious (line 17): _______________________
4. gadget (line 18): _______________________
5. endorsed (line 30): _______________________
GRAMMAR
   





             20 Minutes
A. Choose the appropriate connector to join the sentences below.
1. But / Although it is an expensive printer, it recycles plastic, which is good.

2. Philip won the lottery. However / Therefore, he bought this 3D printer.

3. I won the lottery. However / Therefore, I didn’t change my mobile phone.

4. She promised to arrive on time, but / therefore she was late.

5. Therefore / Even though he doesn’t have a lot of money, he is very happy.
B. Complete the sentences with the Past Perfect of the verbs in brackets.
1. I didn’t recognise my neighbour. He __________ (have) a drastic haircut.

2. Last week Paul learnt how to use the Ekocycle printer. He __________ never

__________ (try) it before.

3. Rachel told me she __________ (not / finish) her work, so I left her alone.

4. When Jane was looking for her new 3D printer, she realised she

__________ (leave) it at the shop.

5. Last year I went to New York. I __________ (not / be) there before.
C. Choose the correct option: Past Simple or Past Perfect.
1. Jane decided / had decided to take a rest after she wrote / had written her report

about technology.

2. After Peter finished / had finished his homework, he went / had gone to the cinema

with Jane to watch a 3D film.

3. By the time he arrived / had arrived at the cinema, they ran / had run out of popcorn.

4. They decided / had decided to watch a film that their friend told / had told them about

a week before.

5. After the film Jane showed / had showed him the pictures she took / had taken on

holiday. 
WRITING






             35 Minutes
A. Jane posted a comment on her blog. Write a short comment between 35 to 45 words.
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A FAMOUS MUSICIAN


DEVELOPED A REVOLUTIONARY


3-D PRINTER


By Tom McKay, News.Mic


A new consumer-oriented 3-D printer can make simple everyday things like mobile


phone cases and desktop decor out of something that has been used like Coca-Cola


bottles.


The new Ekocycle Cube 3D Printer, which uses filament cartridges produced


from three recycled 20 oz. PET plastic bottles, will cost around $1,200. This device


supposedly has the durability of a standard 3-D printer filament. And it’s made by


Will.i.am, 3D Systems’ chief creative officer.


According to 3D Systems, the new device is capable of printing objects up to six


cubic inches wide in high-definition 70-micron resolution. Cartridges will only come in


red, white, black and natural to start with, but will probably include more options in the


future.


Will.i.am has big plans for this model. He claims the objective is “to partner with the


most influential brands around the world and use technology, art, style and inspiration


to change an entire culture. We will make it cool to recycle, and we will make it cool to


make products using recycled materials. This is the beginning of a more sustainable


3D-printed lifestyle. Waste is only waste if we waste it.” That seems to be a little


ambitious for what’s essentially an


expensive gadget capable of


reproducing small objects. But then,


3-D printing experiments of entire


houses have already started, so the


technology is reaching its practical


potential. And it is undeniable that


the new Ekocycle does look capable


of generating some awesome objects.


For now, you’ll have to buy the


cartridges directly from Cubify, which


currently cost between $25 and $45


per kilogram. And since these are


designer, celebrity-endorsed cartridges, they won’t ever be cheap, though recycled


materials claim to be less pricey. It might be some time until you can simply insert an


old Coke bottle and pull out a few ping pong balls instead. Still we are a step closer.


Adapted from: http://mic.com





• recommended; supported


• unrealistic


• a life span


• object; appliance


• become associate





MY BLOG








TOP ten inventions of all times


1. Wheel


2. Fire


3. Printing press


4. Electricity


5. Telephone


6. Refrigeration


7. Airplane


8. Compass


9. TV


10. Internet





• Do you agree with the ranking of these inventions?


• Which other two inventions would you add to the list?


• Leave your comment below.








