

	

	Inglês 9.º ano




	Mass Media



Group I

Offence and Free Speech
I was asked to speak on a panel about offence and free speech post Charlie Hebdo. I always quite like the idea of speaking at some serious discussion, but in practice I just make everybody uncomfortable and they all smile at me uneasily in the way a posh cafe owner does when builders come in to buy rolls.  And yet current attitudes in Britain to offence and free speech certainly mean that I've  got a lot of time on my hands, so I thought I'd take a break from building matchstick cathedrals to share my thoughts. 
I find it incredibly worrying that we no longer need to hear the actual content of the thing we're told to be offended by. We hear of people being arrested for tweets without the tweet being reported; comics are blasted for routines that aren't printed; newspapers hire lip-readers to find something to get offended by at the tennis and then print the result as asterisks. And who decides whether we should be outraged at something we haven't seen or heard? The press. Our irate collective Id. None of us would trust a journalist to hold our pint while we went to the bathroom, yet we allow them to be ethical arbiters for the entire culture. 
I don't read newspapers anymore - I just lie to myself and cut out the middleman, but I think it's important to note that the press themselves are not actually outraged by what they report on as being offensive. No tabloid journo – whose life is invariably a shattered kaleidoscope of self-loathing and literally going through a stranger's bins – is genuinely offended when some students dress up as the Twin Towers for Halloween. Outrage just makes good copy. It's easier to write, and simpler to understand. A tabloid hack knows that their average reader can barely read and they're not going to try to communicate anything like boredom in the vocabulary of a ten year old.
Offence is often simply an attempt to deny reality. Avant-garde film makers get attacked for saying things that are avant-garde; comedians get attacked for making jokes and footballers get attacked for being stupid. Nowadays offence is taken symbolically. It even gets translated into symbolic terms. 
The sheer range of opinion on this planet means you can't be inoffensive. It's something that can only really be aspired to within homogenous groups or authoritarian societies.   
We don't live in a shared reality, we each live in a reality of our own, and causing upset is often the price of trying to reach each other. It's always easier to dismiss other people than to go through the awkward and time consuming process of understanding them. We have given taking offence a social status it doesn't deserve: it's not much more than a way of avoiding difficult conversations. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Abridged and adapted version of Boyle, Frankie. "Offence and Free Speech." Frankieboyle.com. Web. 17 Feb. 2014. http://www.frankieboyle.com/frankie/free-speech.html.

1. Decide if the following statements are True [T] or False [F].

a) People’s blind belief in the press worries him.
b) He thinks it’s natural to allow journalists to be ethical arbiters.
c) The press is genuinely affronted by the news it passes off as offensive.
d) In a heterogeneous society there will always be different opinions.


2. Decide if the following statements are True [T] or False [F]. Correct the false ones.

a) He was asked to make a speech post Charlie Hebdo.
b) People like having him on panels.
c) People believe the media.
d) The range of opinions in our society make being offensive towards something or someone unavoidable.


3. Choose the correct option.

The main topic of the text is...
a) how the media profits from people’s notion of taking offense.
b) how free speech and taking offense go hand in hand because of the wide range of opinions in our society.
c) how taking offense is unnatural and how the press just takes advantage of it.


4. Choose the correct option.

What is the author's attitude toward the topic? What tone is expressed through the words and the details he uses?
a) Humoristic tone. His writing is informal and he just makes funny remarks throughout the text.
b) Objective tone. His writing is formal and he just includes facts and reasonable explanations.
c) Ironic tone. His writing is informal and his remarks throughout the text show a mixture of humour, irony and sarcasm.  


5. Choose the correct option.

The sentence “outrage just makes a good copy” means:
a) outrage disgusts people so they buy more newspapers.
b) people love things that outrage them so they watch more TV.
c) outrage appeals to people’s sense of right and wrong, which leads them to buy more newspapers.



6. Find synonyms in the text for the following words:

a) anxiously (paragraph 1)
b) criticized severely  (paragraph 2)
c) enraged (paragraph 2)
d) intermediary (paragraph 3)


7. Find antonyms in the text for the following words:

a) unbroken (paragraph 3)
b) self-conceit (paragraph 3)
c) accept (paragraph 6)
d) agreeable (paragraph 6)


8. Match the words on the left with their definitions on the right.

	1- Tabloid hack.
	a) A group of people who discuss a topic of public interest.

	2- Collective id.
	b) A person considered to be an authority on what is right or proper.

	3- Panel.
	c) A journalist who doesn’t worry about the quality of his writing.

	4- Ethical Arbiter.
	d) An "identity" that transcends the individual.




9. What do the following words refer to?

a) “my” (paragraph 1)
b) “we” (paragraph 2)
c) “them” (paragraph 2)
d) “it” (paragraph 4)


10. Finish the sentences according to the text.

a) The author thinks being a part of a panel is...
b) We let the media tell us what...
c) The press isn’t really....
d) Being inoffensive is something only...



11. Find evidence for the following statements.

a) People believe what they read on newspapers even without proof.
b) The author thinks the press lies.
c) He feels free speech is bound to lead us to being offensive towards something or someone.
d) We rather be offended than take the time to understand other people’s viewpoints.

12. Write the correct questions for the following answers.

a) The topic of the panel he spoke on was offense and free speech.
b) No, people don’t like having him on panels.
c) Journalists are the ethical arbiters in our culture.
d) He stopped trusting the press because it didn’t explain or justify what it passed off as offensive.


13. Answer the following questions.

a) Where was he asked to speak at?
b) What worries the author?
c) Why has he stopped reading newspapers?
d) Does he feel being offensive can be avoided?


14. Throughout our history the clash between freedom of speech and taking offense has repeatedly led to violence. An example of such extremist behaviour is the attack on Charlie Hebdo, a retaliation for the drawings of Muhammad the satirical magazine had been publishing. 
Is there any way we can balance freedom of speech with not being offensive to prevent violence? Why is freedom of speech so important? Are there any limits to it? 


15. Like the author remarks, Mass Media has a big part in our life. Which is your favourite media?  How often do you use it? Do you believe everything you see, read, and hear on it?


16.  The author mentions “tabloid hacks”, journalists who don’t really care about the quality of their writing or the truthfulness of the news they report on. If a tabloid has poor written text quality why do you think people buy it? What other differences are there between tabloids and quality papers?


17. Normally newspapers aren’t a very popular media among teens. What’s your opinion on the usefulness of newspapers? Are they outdated?



Group II

18. Find the odd one out.

a) Editor; reporter; host; journalist.
b) Sitcom; tabloid; talk show; documentary.
c) Byline; press; lead; headline.


19. Match accordingly.

	1- Headline.			 
	a) Accompanies a news article, giving the author's name.

	2- Byline.			 
	b) Usually contains the most important information in a news article.

	3- Supporting paragraph.     
	c) The title of a newspaper article.

	4- Lead.
	d) Provides additional information in the form of quotes, or explanations.


 

20. Put the words below under the correct heading.
smaller in size; accurate and factual news; pictures are used to draw on people’s curiosity; larger in size; smaller headlines; less formal language; formal language; less accurate and less factual news; shorter and less detailed articles; picture are used to add to the story reported; larger headlines; longer and more detailed articles.
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Group I

1. a) T; b) F; c) F; d) T.

2. 
a) F - He was asked to speak on a panel about offense and free speech post Charlie Hebdo.
b) F - People feel uncomfortable and uneasy when they have him on panels.
c) T.
d) T.

3. b).

4. c). 

5. c).

6. a) uneasily; b) blasted; c) irate; d) middleman.

7. a) shattered; b) self-loathing; c) dismiss; d) awkward; 

8. 1- c); 2- d); 3- a); 4- b).

9.  a) The author’s thoughts; b) All of us (society); c) Journalists; d) Offense. 

10. 
a) ...enjoyable. / appealing. /a good thing.
b) ...we should be offended by. / we should be outraged at.
c) ....outraged at what it passes off as offensive. / offended by what it passes off as offensive.
d) ...homogenous groups and authoritarian societies can achieve. / homogenous groups and authoritarian societies can aspire to.

11. 

a) “I find it incredibly worrying that we no longer need to hear the actual content of the thing we're told to be offended by. We hear of people being arrested for tweets without the tweet being reported; comics are blasted for routines that aren't printed; newspapers hire lip-readers to find something to get offended by at the tennis and then print the result as asterisks.”
b)”I don't read newspapers anymore - I just lie to myself and cut out the middleman”.
c) “The sheer range of opinion on this planet means you can't be inoffensive.”
d)”It's always easier to dismiss other people than to go through the awkward and time consuming process of understanding them.”


12. 
a) What was the topic of the panel he spoke on?
b) Do people like having in on panels?
c) Who are the ethical arbiters in our culture?
d) Why did he stop trusting the press?

13. 
a) He was asked to speak on a panel about offense and free speech.
b) The author worries about the fact that we no longer need to hear the actual content of the thing we're told to be offended by.
c) He has stopped reading newspapers because they didn’t explain or presented proof of what they passed off as offensive.
d) No, he doesn’t. In fact, he feels that the sheer range of opinion on this planet means you can't be inoffensive. 

14. Students should:
- establish a connection between the importance people give to freedom of speech with its abuses and possible consequences;
- present at least one reason why it happens;
- state what they think are the limits for freedom of speech;
- express their opinion on the matter;
- demonstrate knowledge of the writing process related to creating an opinion essay with attention to organization, topic and quality of ideas by: 
- generating and organizing ideas for writing;
- developing a clear purpose for writing;
- making generalizations and using supporting details;
- arranging paragraphs into a logical progression;
- revising their writing for clarity, coherence, smooth transitions and unity

15. Students should:
- express their view on Mass media, stating which is their favourite;
- establish a connection between what they read on the text and their own views on the matter;
- demonstrate knowledge of the writing process related to creating an opinion essay with attention to organization, topic and quality of ideas by: 
- generating and organizing ideas for writing;
- developing a clear purpose for writing;
- making generalizations and using supporting details;
- arranging paragraphs into a logical progression;
- revising their writing for clarity, coherence, smooth transitions and unity

16.  Students should:
- express their opinion on the matter, stating their reasons;
- identify at least 3 differences between tabloids and broadsheets;
- demonstrate knowledge of the writing process related to creating an opinion essay with attention to organization, topic and quality of ideas by: 
- generating and organizing ideas for writing;
- developing a clear purpose for writing;
- making generalizations and using supporting details;
- arranging paragraphs into a logical progression;
- revising their writing for clarity, coherence, smooth transitions and unity

17. Students should:
- express their opinion on the usefulness of newspaper, establishing a connection with other mass media;
- present at least 2 reasons for their position on the issue;
- demonstrate knowledge of the writing process related to creating an opinion essay with attention to organization, topic and quality of ideas by: 
- generating and organizing ideas for writing;
- developing a clear purpose for writing;
- making generalizations and using supporting details;
- arranging paragraphs into a logical progression;
- revising their writing for clarity, coherence, smooth transitions and unity

Group II

18. a) Host. b) Tabloid. c) Press.

19. 1- c); 2- a); 3- d); 4- b)
 
20. 

	TABLOIDS
	BROADSHEETS

	
smaller in size; 
less accurate and less factual news; 
smaller headlines;
less formal language; 
shorter and less detailed articles;
pictures are used to draw on people’s curiosity.








	
larger in size; 
accurate and factual news ;
larger headlines;
formal language;
longer and more detailed articles;
pictures are used to add to the story reported.
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