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Read the text below and answer accordingly.

Get yourself connected: is the internet of things the future of fashion?
Wearable technologies have so far been dominated by smartwatches and fitness fans keen to exploit the tracking of speed, location and body monitoring to try and improve health.  But fashion designers are also exploring wearable technologies, the potential of sensors and internet connectivity to create clothing and accessories that are often beautiful and intriguing as well as smart.
Imagine a dress that glows – actually glows thanks to LEDs embedded in the fabric – shimmering down the catwalk. That’s the vision Matt Drinkwater helped achieve with Disney, StudioXO and Richard Nicoll. Drinkwater, a professor at the London College of Fashion and head of the Fashion Innovation Agency, calls the Tinker Bell dress the “benchmark” of beautiful wearable tech. Richard Nicoll’s ‘Tinker Bell’ dress was created in homage to the fairy in the story of Peter Pan, it is made from fibre optic materials that are lit up by LEDs in the dark. Drinkwater expects such fashion to become a much more regular sight on the catwalk during the international fashion weeks, as well as the red carpet at celebrity award shows, but much work needs to be done. 
London-based CuteCircuit has made light-up dresses that can display Tweets, a “hug shirt” that connects over Bluetooth to let you send a hug to someone wearing the shirt far away, and a programmable t-shirt with a 1,024 pixel display, built in camera, microphone and speakers, allowing you to show status updates, songs and photos.
“In our latest collection we have introduced a series of fine silk skirts and jackets that contain intelligent LED fabrics that change pattern and animate under control of an app on your smartphone,” adds CuteCircuit chief creative director and co-founder Francesca Rosella. “It means that in a few seconds you can download entirely new animated patterns to your skirt and have an entirely different visual effect.”
It’s not only clothing. While even the likes of Tag Heuer have announced plans to unveil a wearable IoT - Internet of Things -, there’s more to connected accessories than smartwatches. Drinkwater pointed to connected jewellery from Shoreditch-based Kovert, which alerts to notifications via vibrations, and there’s also Netatmo’s June bracelet which tracks your sun exposure.
This year, Intel topped that with the so-called Spider Dress, which combines sensors and robotics to show how the wearer is feeling. It picks up biometric signs to see how stressed the wearer feels, and its “legs” attack if someone too close is making you feel nervous, or make room if you’re feeling friendly. It was created by Danish artist Anouk Wipprecht. Ayse Ildeniz, vice president at Intel, says “it is pretty remarkable, because not only does it use Edison, which is a platform that they have formed to make [the] internet of things a reality, but she put sensors on it. She created a dress that was aesthetic and she made it in a way that’s ... funky functional.”
She goes on to add that she once joked with a friend about getting on a crowded metro line with a dress that starts blinking red. “I don’t know if I would want that, since it’s basically showing how the wearer is interacting with the rest of the world and showing her own sensations and emotions to everybody. Wearing her heart on her sleeve, quite literally.”
But what happens next for connected fashion depends on how tech evolves. The research is still dancing between the two extremes, but the one thing that’s certain is the world will be full of connected sensors. It’s merely a matter of deciding how to use them – to count how many steps we’ve taken in a day, or to show off our emotional state to those around us with an interactive t-shirt.
There are other challenges, washing is one of them, with Ildeniz pointing out that most smart fitness clothing uses a “puck” that can be removed to wash them. CuteCircuit’s Rosella points out that her firm’s designs may be technologically advanced, but “we really do intend that people wear them”.  She says the ready-to-wear line can be washed at 30 degrees with standard detergents, though more delicate fabrics should be dry cleaned. 
“We undertook two years of wash tests to be able to bring a fashionable, wearable technology product to the market that can be used as normal fashion, but has the added value of looking beautiful and creating magical interactivity,” she says. So the only excuse for not wearing an interactive, Tweeting t-shirt is: it’s at the bottom of the washing pile. 
Abridged and adapted from Kobie, Nicole(April 21, 2015). Retrieved May 23, 2015 from: http://www.theguardian.com/technology/2015/apr/21/internet-of-things-future-fashion

1. Decide if the following statements are True [T] or False [F].

a) Wearable technology only applies to smartwatches.
b) The Tinker Bell dress was inspired by a character in the Peter Pan story.
c) The Spider Dress shows how the people around the wearer are feeling.
d) The future of connected fashion depends solely on what the fashion designers can come up with.
e) Making fashionable wearable technology a product that can be used as normal fashion is quite challenging.


2. Decide if the following statements are True [T] or False [F]. Correct the false ones.

a) Fashion designers are exploring wearable technology to create clothing and accessories.
b) The Tinker Bell dress was designed by Matt Drinkwater.
c) The June Bracelet uses vibration to alert you of the notifications you receive. 
d) Anouk Wipprecht created the Spider Dress for CuteCircuit.
e) How technology evolves will determine what happens next for connected fashion.



3. Choose the correct option.

The main topic of the text is...
a) Fashion designers are struggling to create wearable fashion that can be used as normal clothing.
b) The IoT will play an important role in fashion as more and more fashion designers explore its potential.
c) The future of fashion lies in smartwatches and apps.


4. Choose the correct option.

What do “IoT” and “LED” stand for?
a) Intel on Trolls and Losing Extra Distance.   
b) Internet of Trade and Light Evidence Device.
c) Internet of Things and Light-Emitting Diode.  


5. Choose the correct option.

The sentence “wearing her heart on her sleeve” means:
a) to be fashionable and wear smart clothes.
b) to make her feelings and opinions obvious to other people
c) to have swag and make it obvious to others.


6. Choose the correct option.

In the context of the article, a “puck” is an...
a) enchanted code that allows you to unlock your phone.
b) imaginary being usually having a small human form and magical powers.
c) input device.


7. Find synonyms in the text for the following words/definitions:

a) that can be worn. (paragraph 1)
b) enthralling; provoking interest. (paragraph 1)
c) shine; give out steady light. (paragraph 2)
d) a conception; an idea. (paragraph 2)
e) a tribute; a formal expression of praise. (paragraph 2)


8. Match the words on the left with their synonyms/definitions.

1- Bluetooth.		    a) A point of reference against which things may be compared.
2- Embedded.	    b) Exceed; be more than.
3- Benchmark	    c) Bizarre; different from the ordinary in a way that causes curiosity.
4- Topped.		    d) A wireless interconnection for electronic devices.
5- Funky		    e) To fix something firmly and deeply in a surrounding mass.


9. Match the words on the left with their antonyms on the right.

1- Shimmer.		   a) Refrain from doing something.
2- Unveil.		   b) Unattractive.
3- Aesthetic.		   c) Dim.
4- Undertake.		   d) Conceal.


10. Find the odd one out.

a) Fashion; vogue; trend; wash; style.
b) Stylist; model; host; designer; photographer.
c) Robotics; sensors; accessories; fibre optics; app.


11. Fill in the blanks with the words below.
	 
When fashion designers first a) ______ sensors into clothing and created b) ______ wearable items, fashion critics everywhere loved their c) ______. Now they just line up to see their creations whenever they are about to be d) ______.

Options: Unveiled; Funky; Embedded; Vision


12. What do the following words refer to?

a) “it” (paragraph 2)
b) “our” (paragraph 4)
c) “it” (paragraph 5)
d) “them” (paragraph 8)


13. Finish the sentences according to the text.

a) Wearable technologies are also being explored by...
b) The Tinker Bell dress is viewed by some as the reference point for...
c) The “hug shirt” allows you to send a...
d) Wipprecht’s dress shows how the...

14. Find evidence for the following statements.

a) The head of the Fashion Innovation Agency anticipates that wearable technologies will be common to see in fashion shows.
b) CuteCircuits created skirts and jackets that grant you the possibility to get a different look on the fly.
c) The vice president at Intel is not sure she would be comfortable wearing the Spider dress.
d) The evolution of technology will determine the future of connected fashion.


15. Write the correct questions for the following answers.

a) Fashion designers are exploring the potential of wearable tech because it allows them to create clothing and accessories that are often beautiful and intriguing as well as smart.
b) A fairy in the Peter Pan’s story inspired Nicoll’s to create the Tinker Bell dress.
c) Francesca Rosella is the chief creative director of CuteCircuit.
d) The Spider dress picks up the wearer’s biometric signs to check how stressed she is and then reacts accordingly.


16. Answer the following questions.

a) Why does the Tinker Bell dress glow?
b) What does Ildeniz think about the Spider dress?
c) What is the only certainty research can present at the moment?
d) How long did it take CuteCircuit to come up with a washable tech product that could be used as normal fashion?


17. Throughout our history technology has brought about many changes. Some were positive but others not so much. Can you think of examples for each? Has the outcome of technological evolution been more positive or negative? Is there any way we can balance it better? 


18. What’s your view on connected fashion? Would you be willing to pay extra to wear it? Can you think of any wearable tech product you’d like to wear?


19.  The text mentions “the “benchmark” of beautiful wearable tech.” Now, think of inventions in general, what was the “benchmark” for you? How has it changed our life? Can you imagine yourself without it?

20. With all the technology developments pretty soon artificial intelligence will be a reality. Could that be dangerous for mankind? Or do you feel it would actually work to our advantage?
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)
1.
a) F; b) T; c) F; d) F; e) T 

2. 
a) T
b) F – The Tinker Bell dress was designed by Richard Nicoll.
c) F - The June Bracelet tracks your sun exposure.
d) F – Anouk Wipprecht created the Spider dress for Intel.
e) T

3. 
b)

4. 
c).

5. 
b)

6. 
c)

7. 
a) Wearable; b) Intriguing; c) Glow; d) Vision; e) Homage.

8. 
1 – d); 2 – e); 3 – a); 4 – b); 5 – c). 

9. 
1 – c); 2 – d); 3 – b); 4 – a).

10. 
a) Wash.
b) Host.
c) Accessories.

11. 
a) Embedded; b) Funky; c) Vision; d) Unveiled.

12. 
a) Tinker Bell dress.
b) CuteCircuit’s collection.
c) Spider Dress.
d) Challenges.
 
13. 
a) Wearable technologies are also being explored by...fashion designers.
b) The Tinker Bell dress is viewed by some as the reference point for...wearable technology.
c) The “hug shirt” allows you to send a...hug (to someone wearing the shirt).
d) Wipprecht’s dress shows how the...wearer is feeling.



14. 
a) “Drinkwater expects such fashion to become a much more regular sight on the catwalk during the international fashion weeks” (Paragraph 2)
b) “It means that in a few seconds you can download entirely new animated patterns to your skirt and have an entirely different visual effect.”  (Paragraph 4)
c) “I don’t know if I would want that” (Paragraph 7)
d) “what happens next for connected fashion depends on how tech evolves.” (Paragraph 8)

15. 
a) Why are fashion designers exploring the potential of wearable tech? 
b) What/Who inspired Nicoll’s to create the Tinker Bell dress?
c) Who is Francesca Rosella?
d) How does the Spider dress work? / What does the Spider pick up? 

16.
a) The Tinker Bell glows because it has LEDs embedded into its fabric.
b) Ildeniz thinks it’s aesthetic and funky functional, but because it literally makes the wearer wear her heart on her sleeve she is not sure she would actually wear it. 
c) The only certainty research can present at the moment is that the world will be full of connected sensors and it will only be a matter of deciding how to use them.
d) It took CuteCircuit two years to come up with a washable tech product that could be used as normal fashion

17. Students should:
- express their opinion on the matter, using grammatically correct language, including vocabulary appropriate to the topic to enhance clarity and readability; 
- present at least two positive and two negative changes brought about by tech, indicating valid reasons for what they pointed out as catalysts of change in people’s lives by establishing connections and forming interpretations;
- demonstrate knowledge of the writing process related to creating an opinion essay with attention to organization, topic and quality of ideas by: 
- generating and organizing ideas for writing;
- developing a clear purpose for writing;
- making generalizations and using supporting details;
- arranging paragraphs into a logical progression;
- revising their writing for clarity, coherence, smooth transitions and unity.

18. Students should:
- express their opinion on the matter, using grammatically correct language, including vocabulary appropriate to the topic to enhance clarity and readability; 
- present at least one idea for a wearable tech product by drawing on their prior experience and their interactions with others;
- demonstrate knowledge of the writing process related to creating an opinion essay with attention to organization, topic and quality of ideas by: 
- generating and organizing ideas for writing;
- developing a clear purpose for writing;
- making generalizations and using supporting details;
- arranging paragraphs into a logical progression;
- revising their writing for clarity, coherence, smooth transitions and unity.

19. Students should:
- express their opinion on the matter, using grammatically correct language, including vocabulary appropriate to the topic to enhance clarity and readability; 
- present a “valid” benchmark for inventions that actually changed the life of the vast majority;
- present reasons that justify their point of view and add more to the ideas expressed by drawing on their prior experience and their interactions with others;
- demonstrate knowledge of the writing process related to creating an opinion essay with attention to organization, topic and quality of ideas by: 
- generating and organizing ideas for writing;
- developing a clear purpose for writing;
- making generalizations and using supporting details;
- arranging paragraphs into a logical progression;
- revising their writing for clarity, coherence, smooth transitions and unity.

20. Students should:
- express their opinion on the matter, using grammatically correct language, including vocabulary appropriate to the topic to enhance clarity and readability; 
- present at least two valid reasons for or against artificial intelligence;
- demonstrate knowledge of the writing process related to creating an opinion essay with attention to organization, topic and quality of ideas by: 
- generating and organizing ideas for writing;
- developing a clear purpose for writing;
- making generalizations and using supporting details;
- arranging paragraphs into a logical progression;
- revising their writing for clarity, coherence, smooth transitions and unity.
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